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INTRODUCTION. 


Previously to the commencement of a 

journey which has been rcprefented as preg- 
nant with danger and fatigue, and confe- 
quently but little reforted to, by European 
travellers, it may not be unacceptable, in a 
curfory manner, to inquire, how far the 
communication by the Defart, between the 
Eaft and the Weft, has been ufeful to man- 
kind,* to what extent it was knowm, and in 
what degree it has been conducive to the in- 
terefts and refinement of Europe. — In this 
complicated view of human affairs, we bring 
to recollection our commercial origin, and 
by what fteps we have afcended to our pre- 
fent pre-eminence and political influence in 
the fcale of nations. 

The army of Alexander penetrated to India 
by ijie route of Perfla, and returned by the 
Indus to the Perfian Gulf, the Euphrates, 
VoL. I. B and 



CSKTT^ AL ,* ^TT ‘ ^OLOCICII 

A«. No \A7o4 



M N# ^]Vi:h.l..:.Th,)j. ^ 


# 



( ) 

preffed with a zeal for its interefts, 
I have employed much of my time 
in preparing the publication which 
I have now, by your permiffion, 
the honour to lay before you. 

In this undertaking, not a little 
laborious in itfelf, I had difficul- 
ties to ftruggle with, which could 
only have been overcome by a 
confidence in the liberal reception 
it would meet with from your Ho- 
nourable Court, who are always 
prompt to encourage every fincere 
endeavour to promote the welfare 
of the Company, and of the na- 
tion ; nor have I, in this hope, 
been difappointed. 

With grateful acknowledgments 
for the teftimony of your appro- 
bation 
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and the Great Defart. Of this expedition 
Arrian has furniflaed us with a circumdan- 
tial detail. Egypt had alfo confefTed the 
power of the conqueror. This kingdom, 
before the days of Alexander, under its na- 
tive Princes, opened an early connedlion 
with India by the Red Sea ; for it is univer- 
fally admitted, that the progrefs of the arts 
was from India to Egypt, from whence they 
reached the flaores of Greece, Italy, and the 
reft of Europe. The fttuation of Egypt, fo 
highly favourable to commerce, did not ef- 
cape the diferiminating eye of Alexander. 
In a fttuation, connedling by a narrow 
ifthmus Afta with Africa, and communicat- 
ing by two feas with India and Europe, he 
determined to demolifla Tyre, to eftablifti a 
new emporium, which he accordingly raifed, 
and gave it the name of Alexandria, after 
himfelf. On the death of that prince, his 
empire was divided amongft his principal 
commanders, and became as many diftindl 
and independent nations ; but, above all, 
Egypt, under along race. of the Ptolemys, 
continued to increafe in opulence and gran- 
deur. During this period, few particulars 
can be colledled relating to the defarts of 

Arabia, 



( 3 ) 

Arabia, or of the communication by that 
route. The Romans, who took poffeffion of 
Egypt on the death of Cleopatra, were the 
only European people of antiquity, who, it 
appears, attained a perfedl knowledge of the 
trade with India. This they condudted by 
the route of the Great Defart and the Perfian 
Gulf, and alfo by the Ifthmus of Suez 
and the Red Sea. By thefe channels the 
riches of the Eaft flowed into the Roman 
Empire, and occafioned the vaft profuiion of 
jewels, fpices, fine cloths, and gold, with 
which it abounded. The Romans, on the 
conquefl; of Syria, found that part of Arabia 
Deferta which occupies the fpace between 
Aleppo and Buflbra, and extending towards 
the Euphrates on the one hand, and Damaf- 
cus and Palefline on the other, in a ftate very 
different from that of the prefent day. The 
city of Palmyra was then the great empo- 
rium of eaftern commerce, from whence it 
branched out in all diredlions ; regular and 
well-appointed ftages were eftablifhed, where 
the caravans might be fupplied and repofc 
in fafetyj wells were dug, and pools formed, 
in order to remedy as much as poflible the 
want of water. Remains of thefe are ftill 
B 2 vifible. 
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vifiblej and thev ferve to remind us of the 
magnificence of Palmyra and Balbec, the 
fame and riches of Tyre and Damafeus : 
cities reared and nurtured by Indian com- 
merce, fcarcely to be equalled, and not out- 
done by Rome herfelf. Independently of 
the advantages which the Roman Empire 
derived from this communication, they were 
not negledlful of that by the Red Sea j they 
were taught by the Egyptians, that an inter- 
courfe might be upheld over the defart of 
Suez and the Red Sea to the peninfula of 
India, the illand of Ceylon, Malacca, and 
the Bay of Bengal. The port of Alexandria 
was again fixed on as the emporium of this 
commerce ; and in this port was revived and 
concentrated, not only the trade of India, but 
of that part of oriental Atrica which bounds 
the Indian ocean. The Roman vefiTels were 
equipped from the port of Arfinoe, now 
called Suez, from whence they navigated in, 
fafety thofe leas which are by modern ac- 
counts reprefented as dangerous in the ex- 
treme. They failed with the Etefian winds, 
and underftood perfedlly in what manner to 
take the advantage of the different mon- 
foons and feafons of the year, and made their 

returns 
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returns with equal eafe, bringing along with 
them the richeft commodities of the places 
they had viiited. Thefe were tranfported by 
the means of camels to Alexandria, where 
they were embarked for various ports in the 
Mediterranean. The exacff fituation of the 
Roman port on the Red Sea has been dif- 
puted. The name of Berenice has been given 
to a port, faid to have been placed nearly 
where Suez now ftands, or perhaps higher 
up in the country, as the fea has receded 
confiderably from the bottom of the gulf, 
and from whence the Roman veffels were re- 
ported to have failed for India, whilft others 
have afferted that the fite of ancient Bere- 
nice was on the Ihores of Upper Egypt, clear 
of the narrow fea of Suez, which is fubjeCl 
to partial winds, and badly calculated for 
commerce. This place, now called Coffier, 
is 100 leagues from Suez, and lOO miles 
from the Banks of the Nile. It is highly 
probable that the Romans at certain feafons 
made ufe of this port in preference to Arfi- 
noe, and that both thefe ports were fre- 
quented by them, as they were well ac- 
quainted with the divifions of the feafons, 
and the coafls of Egypt and Arabia. The 

B 3 Romans 
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Romans of the eaftern empire continued for 
ycX) years to fupport their authority over 
Syria and Egypt, till the grand revolution 
in religion, under the banners of Mahomet 
and his fucceffor Omar, about the middle 
of the "^th century, wrefted both from their 
hands. 

So far have we derived information from the 
records of antiquity: but the hiftory of this, 
as of other parts of the world, is involved in 
darknefs in the middle ages. The crufaders, 
during a part of the nth and 12th centu- 
ries, over-ran Syria, but in their turn were 
obliged to relinquifh all the advantages they 
had gained, and to return home, leaving the 
victorious Saladin and his hardy Saracens to 
triumph over Chriftian fanaticifm, bigotry, 
and fuperflition. It required a conliderable 
time to foften the inveteracy which this con- 
tention of zealots had occafioned ; and it 
was not till the 13th century, when the 
gloom of barbarifm introduced by the Goths 
began to be difpelled in Europe, and the 
fpirit of commerce again appeared, that an 
attempt was made to re-eftablifh fo lucrative 
a trade as that with India, by the medium of 
the defarts j for by this time the empire of 

the 
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the Saracens had yielded to the power of the 
Turks. Conftantinople and Cairo were for 
a confiderable period, when Europe w'as 
eclipfed in total darknefs, the grand depots 
for the wealth of the Eaft. It will readily 
occur, that when the fpirit of Chriftianity 
refumed its fvvay, and reafon fucceeded to 
the rradnefs of the cru fades, the refllefs tem- 
per of mankind looked forward to new 
fources of fpeculation and enterprife. The 
crufaders brought with them from Syria and 
Paleftine, and alfo from Conftantinople, at 
that time the relidence of the emperors of 
the Eaft, a knowledge of policy and refine- 
ment, and a tafie for the fine arts, which in- 
tercourfe with tire inhabitants of thofe parts 
had contributed to infpire. To this caufe is 
to be afcribed the return of learning and 
fcience into Europe, the rife of progreffive 
difcovery in the Weft, 

So early as the year 1296, John, Duke of 
Brabant, eftablifhed a company of merchants 
and traders, as a fociety of adventurers to 
promote commerce and refearch. This ufe- 
ful order of men were tranflated into Eng- 
land, and confirmed by king Edward the 
Third. They however made, but little prp- 
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grefs till the reigh of Henry the Seventh, 
who bellowed on them the name of “ Mer- 
chant Adventurers, ” and under whofe 
aufpices feveral important difeoveries origin 
nated ; for the long and bloody wars with 
France during three fucceffive Henry s, and 
the intelline troubles, occalioned by the dif- 
putes between the houfes of Lancaller and 
York, abforbed for a time all ideas but fuch 
as proceeded from vindictive rage and un- 
conquerable hate. Ideas neither likely to 
produce nor to encourage experiments or in- 
ventions beneficial to humanity. 

The phren2y of religion or infatiable lull 
obfeured the fucceeding reigns, till the en^ 
lightened and enterpriling Elizabeth, with 
a view to national profperity, formed this 
fociety into a legal corporation ; conlidering 
that the charges and rilk of equipping expe- 
ditions for the purpofes of trade and difeor 
very was by much too great to be incurred 
by any individual. It is here worthy of re- 
mark, that notwithllanding the infular litu- 
ation of England, and its polltion on the 
globe extremely favourable to commerce, 
this country in refpeCl to other nations was 
behind hand in nautical affairs. In the 

reign 
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reign of queen Eli2abeth, navigation, fhip- 
building, and commerce burft forth like a 
meteor, and the trade to India became the 
ardent and favourable fpeculation ; for prior 
to this period all the larger veffels ufed by 
the Englifh were built by foreigners, and 
purchafed from them. In the play of the 
Merry Wives of Windfor, written by Shakf- 
peare in the year 1602, Sir John Faiftaff, 
in making mention of his favourite ladies, 
obferves, “ They fliall be exchequers to me ; 

they fhall be my Eaft and Weft Indies, 
“ and I will trade to them both:” a cir- 
cumftance which clearly proves the eftima- 
tion in which the trade to India was held, and 
the expe<ftations that were formed in the 
very infancy of its commencement. 

To the honour of monarchical govern- 
ments, it is to be obferved, that crowned 
heads have at all times been the uniform 
promoters of ufeful difeovery. By the means 
pf monarchical influence and power, the 
bleffings of humanity have been diftributed 
to the utmoft corners of the earth, and thou- 
fands have been made happy who were pin- 
ing in want, or labouring in obfeurity : of 
which his prefent Majefty’s diftinguifhed 

attention 
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attention to the extenfion of geographical 
difeovery, as well as the improvement of 
knowledge in general, is an illuftrious 
example. But the Genoefe and Venetians 
having obtained leave of the Porte to fet- 
tle confuls in Egypt and Syria, revived 
a trafEc with India, which they tranquilly 
enjoyed for nearly two centuries, and which 
raifed their riches and power to the utmoft 
pitch. The difeovery of a pafTage to India 
by the Cape of Good Hope annihilated this 
commerce, and reduced the Hates of Qenoa 
and Venice to their prefent fituation. 

The enterprifing fpirit of the Portuguefe, 
aided fortuitoufly by the religious views of 
John the Second, king of that country, was 
of effential fervice in promoting difeovery 
and navigation. Refolving to explore the 
unknown regions of Abyffinia, and to gain 
information regarding the Indies, he was the 
firft monarch who induced Europeans to pafs 
the defarts of Arabia and of Africa. This 
prince, the cotemporary of Henry VII. 
about the year 14,84, difpatched Alphonfo 
de Payva to find out a Chriftian fovereign 
who reigned in Ethiopia, of whom mention 
had been made by Don Cam, one of 

thofe 
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thofe navigators who had explored the coaft 
of Africa, and fuppofed, at that time, to be 
Prefter John, with full powers to enter with 
him into bonds of amity and commerce. 
Pedro de Covillan was alfo appointed to 
accompany him, and to proceed to India by 
the way of Cairo and the Red Sea, with 
orders to communicate every circumflance 
that might be found deferving of their at- 
tention. They reached Tor in concert, and 
from thence repaired to Aden, formerly a 
rich commercial town, fituated a little to the 
eaftward of the Straits of Babel-mandel, 
where Covillan embarked for the coaft of 
Malabar, while his companion repaired to 
Africa to take the route to Abyftinia. Co- 
vilian returned home by the way of Africa, 
vifited Sofala, and feveral ports in the Ara- 
bian Gulf. On his arrival at Cairo, he heard 
of the death of his friend Alphonfo, who 
had been murdered in his way to Ethiopia. 
This event determined him to tranfmit to 
Portugal an account of the difeoveries he 
had already made, and of the information he 
had received, and afterwards to fulfil that 
part of the miffion which related to Abyf- 
linia. This he alfo accomplifhed, and had 

an 
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an interview with Alexander, the reigning 
monarch. It is highly deferving of our 
notice, that the obfervations and remarks of 
this man led to the ultimate difcovery of the 
paffage by the Cape of Good Hope ; and 
that he was the firft European traveller who 
fingly and alone ventured by the unknown 
and uncertain route to India by land. How^ 
fat this expedition of Covillan’s has contri- 
buted tow^ards the objedl of our immediate 
inquiry, it is incumbent on us to fhew. 

It has already been obferved, that the fpi- 
rit of commerce began to re-appear in Eu- 
rope about the end of the 13th century. 
At this time the polarity of the magnet was 
difcovered in the Weft, although it is faid to 
have been long before knowm to the Chinefe, 
and made ufe of by that nation. The magnet, 
for upwards of a century after its difcovery 
in Europe, was not applied to any ufeful 
purpofe, and was likely to prove but oT little 
benefit to mankind in general. It fortunately 
happened, that in the prevailing fyftem of the 
day, extenfion of commerce, there arofe a 
collateral objeCl of equal importance. This 
objedt was difcovery, with which the ad- 
vancement of commerce, as well as of fci- 
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cnce and political power, was clofely con» 
necled. Knowledge in the cradle, of flow 
and lingering growth, required all the pro- 
tedlion and encouragement which the fof- 
tering care of governments could bellow. 
Our firfl: adventurers were contented to ex- 
plore the coafls of Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean: and on the African Ihore Cape 
Non, the rugged promontory of Mount At- 
las, was the Ultima Thule to the South. 
The Spaniards were polTelfed of the Canary 
Iflands, which lie at no great diflance from 
the coaft of Africa, and the Ifland of Ferro was 
at this time the utmoll boundary of the known 
world towards the Weft. Pradical experi- 
ence and indefatigable induftry and perfe- 
vercnce, in the courfe of time, furmounted 
all obllacles, and laid open to the Wellern 
world the treafures of the Eall. Difeovery 
originated with the Portuguefe, under the 
aufpices of a great Prince, the Infant Don 
Henry, who, for that purpofe, purchafed 
from Maciot de Bethancourt the grant of the 
Canaries, which the King of Caflile had 
conceded to him. PolTefled of a key to the 
Atlantic and the coall of Africa, Don Henry, 
about the year 1406, when our throne was 

filled 
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filled by Henry IV. fitted out fcveral vefiels, 
and before his death, which happened in 
1463, the Continent of Africa, from Cape 
Non to Cape Sierra Leona, was explored : 
and the Iflands of Porto Santo, Madeira, 
the Azores, or Weftern Iflands, and the Cape 
de Verd, were added to geographic know- 
ledge. Difeoveries along the Continent of 
Africa were unceafingly and determinedly 
continued, till the year 1486-7, in the reign 
of John 11 . that Bartholomew Diaz, having 
navigated more than 1000 miles of coafl: hi- 
therto unknown, arrived at and adlually dou- 
bled the Cape of Good Hope. On his re- 
turn to the Court of Portugal, he expatiated 
much on the florms which he had encoun- 
tered in thofe feas, and the danger and diffi- 
culty which would ever attend all fimilar at- 
tempts. Diaz gave it the name of Cabo 
Tormentofo : but this John adroitly and 
properly changed to the Cabo del Buena Ef- 
peranza. In the difeovery of this Cape he 
forefaw the future aggrandizement of his 
kingdom, the riches of his people, and his 
own glory. Covillan had made it a parti- 
cular obje£t to afeertain the exadt termina- 
tion of the Continent of Africa on that fide 

which 
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\vhich he was then vifiting. From a perfedc 
knowledge of the Arabic, and his inter- 
courfe with the Moors, Arabs, and not only 
with all the traders in the Eaftern feas, but 
alfo with the merchants of thofe parts which 
he traverfed, Covillan gained the effential in* 
formation of this ftormy and dangerous Cape, 
and of any world beyond which they had no 
knowledge. From this coincidence the King of 
Portugal was convinced, from letters which 
had preceded Covillan, that the objedl of loo 
years refearch was now attained, and the na- 
vigation to India within his grafp. Had it 
not been for the journey of Covillan, this 
circumftance could not have been known ; 
and it confequently follows that the exer- 
tions and energy of this traveller had a con- 
fiderable (hare in the honour of a difeovery 
fo important and beneficial to human nature, 
and fo particularly interefling to the profpe- 
rity and aggrandizement of our own coun- 
try. It may be a matter of furprife that the 
Portuguefe, when fully informed and con- 
vinced of the pradicability of a palfage round 
the Cape, fhould have wafted ten years with- 
out making any attempt to eftablifh a trade 
with India. John II. having died fhortly 

after 
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after the return of Diaz from his fortunate 
Voyage, the fucceffion devolved on his coufin 
Don Emanuel, who had married his lifter. 
This Prince, in place of treading in the foot- 
fteps of his predeceftbr, and aefting from 
himfelf, on the bright example which had 
been fet before him, had recoiirfe to the opi- 
nions and councils of bigoted and ignorant 
nobles, by whofe arguments and influence 
the project, which had been recommended 
in the laft moments of the late King, was 
for a time fufpended. 

The Spaniards, before this period, had 
evinced a conftderable degree of enterprife 
in the line of difeovery. Columbus, under 
the aufpicious reign of Ferdinand and Ifabel- 
la, in 1492, difeovered the Bahama Illands; 
and ftiortly after the Continent of North 
America was difeovered by the Cabots, un- 
der the patronage of Henry VII. It is re- 
markable, that the objeifl of Columbus was 
not the difeovery of a new w'orld, but that 
of a paflage to the Eaft Indies by the North 
Weft. Jealoufy and apprehenfion ftimulated 
Emanuel, left the Spaniard fhould fnatch 
from his hands the glory he had within his 
reach, and pluck the laurel from his brows : 

the 
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the views of the clergy, who were anxious 
to propagate the Chriftian religion in un- 
known countries, finally determined the 
choice of Emanuel to equip a fleet of four 
veflels, and manned with only ifio men. 
This fmall armament fet fail from Belem, 
the port of Lilbon, in the year 1497, in 
order to difcover the coafts of India, by the 
way of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
which, with little difficulty, was happily 
effedled. 

From this period no mention is made of 
any other itinerant till the year 1528, when 
Mendoza, governor of Ormus, (for in the 
courfe of a very few years had the Portu- 
guefe eftabliflied themfelves in many im- 
portant fituations in the Eaft) difpatched 
Anthony Terniec with advices of great im- 
portance to the court of Lilbon by the route 
of Buflbra, and the Great Defart. This 
meflenger diredled his courfe to the port of 
Tripoli in Syria, where he embarked for 
Italy, from whence he arrived fafe in Portu- 
gal. Terniec travelled on a dromedary, at- 
tended by a Angle Arab as his protestor, 
rather than his guide, for he ffiaped his route 
by a compafs. On his return home, his 
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journey was regarded of fo Wonderful a na- 
ture, that he was followed by crowds of his 
countrymen, begging of him to relate his 
adventures, and by what means he had tra- 
verfed the fandy regions of the Defart. From 
that time to the prefent, many adventurers 
have croffed the Defart in all diredtions j 
by which means it is now’ perfedlly known. 
Thefe travellers have amply gratified our cu- 
rioflty, and afforded us information on every 
fubjedt deferving our attention, whether in 
regard to the commerce, natural hiftory, or 
the manners and cufloms of the inhabitants. 
Amongft the firfl: Europeans who vifited In- 
dia by this route, we find the names of Cac- 
far Frederick, who w’ent to that country by 
Aleppo in the year 1561 — Peter Teixera in 
1605 — Sir Thomas Roe in 1614 — Darvieux 
10^1664. But, above all, we muft not omit 
to make mention of an sera in our owm hif- 
tory, which fhould never be forgotten, while 
we pride ourfelves in the event by w’hich wc 
obtained the greatefl: dominion, added to 
the moft extenfive commerce, that has ever 
been poffelTed by any nation, or by any 
country^ 
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The influx of wealth into the kingdom 
of Portugal, by means of the trade with the 
Eaft Indies, having begun to roufe the fpirit 
and enterprife of mercantile adventurers, in 
the year 1583, our countrymen, John New- 
berie. Eld red, and Fitch, were, by Queen 
Elizabeth, difpatched to India, with letters 
to the Kings of Cambay and China. The 
objedt of this expedition was to obtain in- 
formation on the nature of Indian commerce, 
and the pradlicability of opening a trade by 
the XDape of Good Hope. They vifited 
Agra, Labor, Bengal, and Malacca, and re- 
turned in the year by Ormus and Syria, 
and were the firft Engliflimen that vifited 
India by land. Their account of the wealth, 
commerce, and abundant refources of the 
Eaft, -were fo alluring and flattering to Eli-^ 
zabeth, that fire was induced, in the year 
1600, towards the clofe of her reign, to 
grant the firfl: charter of incorporation, 
under the great feal of England, to an Eaft- 
India Company, conftituting them foie anck 
exclufive traders to the Eaft Indies. It is 
fcarcely to be credited, that at this period the 
capital of the Company was only 72,000!. 
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Let this be compared with the prefent ilatc 
of that imperial body. 

In this place we cannot help remarking 
the length of time which ekpfed before this 
country enjoyed any (hare of the trade to 
India.— The Portuguefe, who firll: vifited 
Calicut under the celebrated Vafquez de 
Gama, arrived at that place on the lyth of 
May, 1489; and we fiiid, that in the year 
1^00 they had eilablilhed a fadlory at Cali- 
cut, under Pedro Alvarez de Cabral; and 
that in the year 1502 they had fadlories at 
both Cochin and Cannanore. Such was the 
enterprife and refolution of the Portuguefe 
in maritime affiirs at this period, that Diego 
Botello, in the year 1536, conveyed to 
John 111 . King of Portugal, intelligence of 
the celTion of Dicu to Acugna, his Admiral, 
in a vclTel only 22 feet in length, 12 in 
breadth, and 6 in height. The Ifland of 
Dieu was firfl; poffelfed by the Portuguefe in 
151^. It is three miles long, atid one in 
breadth. Dieu Head, which is a bold pro- 
montory, lies in 69. 52. Eaft Longitude, 
and 20. 43. North Latitude, and is ftill re- 
t^iined by the crown of Portugal. 
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On the other hand, it does not appear that 
any attempt was made by the merchants of 
England till the year 1600, when four (hips 
were fitted out, under the command of James 
Lancafter, and difpatched to India, with a 
view to participate in a trade which, from 
that period to the prefent day, lias been im- 
proved with fuch W’onderful perfeverance and 
fuccefs as to aftonifh all Europe, and to 
render Great Britain the greatefl commercial 
nation in the world : how long this dillinc- 
tion will continue, time alone muft deter- 
mine. In the mean while, it is deferving of 
attention, that the feenes to which thefe ob- 
fervations refer, are, at the prefent crifis, 
particularly interefting. Whatever may be 
the particular views of the rulers of France, 
or rather, perhaps, of that lingle mind on 
which the deftinies of France and of Europe 
appear fo greatly to turn, there is little doubt 
that the Turkifh empire is on the very verge 
of difTolution. The enervation of the Sul- 
tans, from the period that they ceafed to head 
their armies in perfon, and fhut themfelves 
up in the haram ; the indolence, ignorance, 
and felfifh fenfualities of the great officers of 
ftate j the infubordination of the Pachas ; 
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difaflfedlion of the Provinces; and particu- 
larly the ftate of Greece, indignant of the 
barbarian yoke, and panting after freedom: 
all thefe circumftances announce, to the in- 
telligent obferver, the fubverlion of the Ot- 
toman throne, and that theJDaflern empire is 
foon to become the grand theatre of conten-^ 
tion among the predominant powers of Eu- 
rope. The progrefs of commerce and colo- 
nization has, for three centuries, laid the 
fcenes of conteft among rival powers in the 
wide ocean. But from the never-ceafing, vi- 
cihitudes of human affairs, the attention of 
flates and fovereign Princes, is about to be 
drawn in fome meafure from the Atlantic, 
the Pacific, and the Indian oceans, to the 
Mediterranean and the Nile, to the gulfa 
of Arabia and Perfia. 

There is a flriking affinity to be remarked 
between the Turkilh empire, at the prefent 
moment, and that of the Mogul dominion in 
India, when the governors of provinces and 
great officers of ftate began tofhake off, which 
they did by degrees, all dependance on the 
Emperor. It only remains to be known whe- 
ther the Greeks and other nations are to reco- 
ver theirliberty by the aid of Franceand Spain, 

or 
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or that of Ruffia, in coticert with Great Bri- 
tain. The fluctuating and uncertain politics 
of the Directory of France ; that verfatility 
which guides their conduCt, and their - eafy 
and rapid tranlition from one fyttem of de- 
pravity to another, prevents all reafoning on 
the fubjeCt of the war, or forming conclu- 
fions from fixed Or determinate principles. 
Sordid and fanguinary, their motives are in- 
fluenced by felfiflinefs or caprice : and what- 
ever they refolve, is undertaken with a view 
to enrich and fatiate themfelves at the ex- 
pence of every thing dear or valuable. The 
recent invafion of Egypt exhibits a juft 
picture of the arts which the French na- 
tion have hitherto praCtifed, to fubjugate, 
or, in their own language, to organize 
country, who, from particular circum- 
ftances, may be unable to oppofe their law- 
lefs depredations. Manifeftoes have been 
publifhed, declaring, that their grounds of 
complaint are not againft the Turkifla go- 
vernment, but to punifli the rebel Beys of 
Egypt, who have infulted their national flag, 
imprifoned their merchants, and Who have 
thrown off their dependance on their lawful 
fovereign. By this oftentatious and no lefs 
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delufivc manifefto, they engage to become 
the champions of the Grand Seigrrior, to 
fight his battles, punifh his rebellious fub- 
jedls, and declare themfelves true Muf^ 
fulm.en, and defenders of Iflamifm. Thefe 
are the means by which they arrogate pow- 
ers which never exifted, or never can be al- 
lowed, either by the law and cuftom of na- 
tions, or human jurifprudence. It is alfo 
announced, that by the invafion of Egypt 
they attack the Englilh and their power in 
India. Language fo novel in the hiftory of 
nations may poffibly be attended to by the 
parafites of a tottering and enfeebled throne j; 
yet in this cafe the Turks muft have loft all 
energy of characfter, and be approaching ftill 
nearer to diflblution than we have yet ima- 
gined, Allowing this inertion on the part 
of the Turks, Buonaparte and his army have 
neyerthelefs to ftruggle with infurmountable 
difficulties ; and thofe are of fuch a nature 
as cannot be overcome. Befide the influ- 
ence of the Beys, the whole ftmngth of the 
three Arabias will be exerted and drawn to 
one focus, to hurl deftrudlion on their head. 
The vicinity of Mecca and Medina, and 
the jealoufy of an European force fo near 
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to the tomb of their prophet, and the refi- 
dence of their High Prieft, the SherreefF of 
Mecca, will be a powerful ftimulus, and ^ 
crufade under his banners will commence 
with all the fury which the zeal and frenzy 
of religion can infpire. It will become a 
w^ar of enthufiafm and opinion, where each 
individual will feel himfelf interefted ; every 
foil will have its Csefar, and the fpirit of 
Mahomed and the firft Caliphs will be rege- 
nerated, and the glory of the Samcens will 
he remembered and imitated, Buonaparte, 
though in a fertile country, cut off from all 
communication either by the Mediterranean 
or the Red Sea, will foon become deftitute 
of every neceffary, and be reduced to the hu- 
miliating fituation in which St. Louis found 
himfelf fome centuries ago on the banks of 
the Nile. 

In whatever manner the Turks maybe in- 
clined to ad;, the invafion of Egypt will 
tend more or lefs to the event which we 
have already prognofticated. The Arabs 
will afeertain their llrength, and what they 
are capable of performing; on the other 
hand, it will expofe the imbecility of the 
Turkiih government, and inevitably produce^ 

a revolt 
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a revolt throughout their Afiatic provinces, 
where their power is only nonainal, while 
European Turkey will be left a prey to the 
Emperors of Ruffia and Germany : the un- 
happy Greeks will find deliverers, and be, 
reclaimed from a favage and licentious life, 
to a rank and eftimation in civil order and 
fociety. The exiftence of the Turkifh 
power can neither be accefiary or neceflaiy 
to Britain} on the contrary, the Arabs are 
the natural guardians of thdfe countries, 
provinces, and feas which divide Europe 
from an immediate communication with 
India. It is their intereft to maintain the 
fovereignty and independence of the de- 
farts of Arabia, of Suez, and-of Thebais; 
and the Arab chiefs, and not the Turks, 
impofe on the trade with the Eaft thofc 
reftriftions by which the commerce of 
the Eaft-India Company is ftrengthened 
and concentrated. Fortunately for this 
body, exifting circumftances, opinions, and 
fuperftition, operate powerfully in their fa- 
vour, and prove the beft and fureft bul- 
wark to prevent European nations from 
opening a commerce by the Red Sea. Tip- 
poo, although a Mahometan, and a power- 
ful 
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ful as well as ambitious Prince, has not been 
able to promote a direct communication with 
the city of Conftantinople and European Tur- 
key. His objedl was to eftablifli fadtories at 
Mocha, and in other ports on the Red Sea, 
where the commodities of his country might 
be fold, and where he might have in ex- 
change whatever articles he flood in need of 
from the European market. Could we allow 
ourfelves for a moment to fuppofe that it 
were poflible for the French to eflablifh them- 
felves in Egypt, there cannot exift a doubt 
but that the menacing pofition which they 
would aflume, would, with fuch an ally as 
Tippoo, be extremely unfavourable and even 
dangerous to the Britifli interefls in India. 
Welhould be then continually on the watch to 
guard againft their machinations, as the fitu- 
ation of Egypt would enable the French to 
waft to the fhores of India, in lefs than a 
month, a numerous body, and kindle the 
flames of war, which has more than once re- 
duced the treafury and the refources of the 
Company to the loweft ebb. But we have no- 
thing to apprehend : the Company have the 
fineft and beft-appointed army in the world j 
men who are equal to the defence and pro- 
tection 
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lection of Britifh India ; and we may ex>n- 
fole ourfelves, while that country is governed 
by wife and prudent meafures, that it may 
long continue to remain a valuable append- 
age to our empire. 

The Arabs are extremely _ tenacious and 
jealous of their trade in the Red Sea, and 
private intrigue has prevented a general ex- 
tfenhon of commerce in thofe parts : the in- 
fluence of the Sherreeff of Mecca has been 
particularly exerted, with the view of draw- 
ing to his own port of Gedda the whole 5 f 
the cuftoms, and prevent any participation in 
the high parts of that fea. 

Amongft the firft Engliflimen that viflted 
Mocha was a Captain Sharpeigh in the 
Afcenfion. The Palha of Sanaa, the ca- 
pital of the province of Yemen, which lies 
180 miles N.N. E. from Mocha, difap- 
proved of his coming, and warned him 
againfl it in future. The Pafhas of Cairo 
and Suakem, ftimulated by the Arabs, and 
fupported by the Sherreeff of Mecca, feized 
the opportunity of making application to the 
Grand Seignior ^ they reprefented to him 
that the Afcenfion had purchafed all the 
choice wares of India, to the great diminution 

of 
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of the cuftoms j and that if a flop was not 
put to fuch pra<Stices, it would be the over- 
throw of trade in thofe leas. The Grand 
Seignior, by his Firmaun, commanded the 
Palha of Sanaa, that if any more Englifh 
or other Chriftians came into thofe parts, 
that he iliould conlifcate their (hip and goods, 
and kill or captivate their men. Matters 
were thus fituated when Sir Henry Middle- 
ton, on the 13th day of November, 1616, 
arrived with three (hips and a vidualler at 
Mocha, charged with letters from James the 
Firft to the Palha on the fubjedl of com- 
merce. But the Palha, in place of encou- 
raging trade, feized Sir Henry, and fent him 
prifoner to Sanaa, from whence he contrived 
to make his efcape on board of his own Ihip. 
To obtain fatisfadion for the infult. Sir 
Henry laid thevelfels intheharbourof Mocha 
under embargo. This meafure produced apo- 
logies on the part of the Palha, and a fum of 
money was obtained as an indemnification. 
We hear nothing more of any attempt to renew 
this intercourfe till Captain Andrew Shil- 
ling, in the year 1618, was, in confcquence 
of Sir Thomas Roe’s negociation, fent from 
Surat to fettle the trade at Mocha. Thefc 

tranf- 
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tranfa6i:ions took place when the Turkilh 
empire was more formidable, and had more 
authority over their diftant dependencies 
than they have at the prcfent moment. Even 
in the year iyi2 the power of the Grand 
Seignior over Yemen had fo far diminifhed, 
that he condcfcended to fend an Ambaflador 
to the King of Yemen, to complain that, 
becaufe Europeans were allowed to load 
large fhips with coffee, it w^as become fcarce 
and dear in Turkey, and the cuftoms of the 
Grand Seignior were hurt by it. The Am- 
baflador ufed every effort and perfuafion in 
his power to prevent this trade in future, 
and with a view to divert the fame into other 
channels. The King avoided the demand, 
was civil to the Ambaflador, but difmifled 
him without his errand. 

The intereft which the Turks have, or ra- 
ther wifh to pofl'efs, in this trade is obvious. 
The policy which induces the Turks to 
be aiding and aflifting in precluding Eu- 
ropeans from any communication with India 
by Cairo and the Red Sea, to the total de- 
privation of European trade in that; quarter, 
is evidently calculated to lay open that com- 
merce to themfelves, and to engrofs all the 

advan- 
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advantages thereof, which the Eaft-India 
Company have uniforpaly endeavoured to pre- 
vent. The objedt of the Turkifh empire, 
is, to clofe the ports in the Red Seaagainft all 
European powers whatfoeverj at the fame 
time to have them open for the importation 
of the manufadtures of India, in veffels be- 
longing to the MulTulmen of that country. 
This trade, with the coffee, gums, and the rich 
produce of Arabia, would be carried exclu- 
fively into European Turkey. Conftanti- 
nople would become the grand emporium of 
eaftern commerce by the Red Sea. It is the 
imbecility of the Porte that prevents the 
completion of a plan fo beneficial to the 
Turkifh government, and which would ren- 
der nugatory and abortive all farther attempts 
on the part of the Eaft-India Company 
againft it. It is evidently not from political 
relation, or from any coincidence of mutual 
and reciprocal intcreft, that the Turks are in- 
duced and fo readily inclined to liflen to the 
remonftranccs of our Ambaffador. It is 
their inability, and not their inclination, wc 

fe. 

have to thank. The Arab Sheicks, and not 
the Pachas, fent by the Porte, have now the 

control 
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control on the borders of the Red Sea ; it 
is the intereft of the Sherreeff of Mecca, of 
the Kins: or Imaum of Yemen, and of all 

o 

the principal and leading men in Arabia to 
deal with Europeans. By their medium 
they receive India goods, which are vended 
in Arabia and Turkey, and on which the 
Arabs impofe heavy duties : thefe duties by 
no means flow into the treafures of the 
Grand Seignior, but, on the contrary, are 
retained by themfelves. The Porte, not- 
wdthftanding their inability of didating to 
the Arabs, hnd it to their advantage to affift 
them, in keeping fhut the overland com- 
munication ; and while they want the powder 
to engrofs the trade to themfelves, hill en- 
deavour to prevent the participation of Eu- 
ropeans : for it is better that the Arabs, as a 
component part of the empire of the Turks, 
fliould continue to enjoy the benefit which 
the trade produces, than that any other na- 
tions fhould deprive them of it. The quef- 
tion therefore is, whether is it for the in- 
tereft of Great Britain to aggrandize an 
empire, whofe commercial views interfere 
fo much with our own j or, fhould the 

Arabs 
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Arabs be protedled and encouraged as the 
natural guardians of the barrier between 
Europe and the Eaft Indies, by the medium 
of the Defarts, and whofe advantage it is, 
while they permit a free trade in the Red 
Sea, at the fame time to prevent the Port 
of Suez from being the refort either of Eu- 
ropean or of Turkiih traders for the purpofe 
of conducing commerce with any part of 
Europe. 

The brilliant victory which has been re- 
cently obtained by Admiral Nelfon over the 
Toulon Fleet at the mouth of the Nile 
hands unparallelled in our Naval Hiftory : 
an action fo decided, and at the fame time, 
achieved at a moment fo critical and peri- 
lous, will, it is to be hoped, accelerate the 
approach of peace. This fplendid victory 
bids fair to open once more the harbours and 
ports of the Mediterranean to our ihips, efta- 
blifh our naval pre-eminence in that quarter, 
and in fome meafure reflore our trade to the 
Levant, which has been long ufurped by the 
French nation. It effectually cuts off Buon- 
aparte from every profpe(5t of refource or in- 
deed afliftance of any kind from the Direc- 
tory. It may probably involve the imme- 
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diate furrender of Malta, and the capture of* 
the ci-devant Venetian iflands : and what is 
of the greatest confequence, it exalts and 
promotes our weight and confequence in the 
eyes of maritime nations. 

1 he declaration of war by the Porte againft 
the Directory ot France, even though the 
Divan Ihould enter heartily and zealoufly 
into tlic views and mcalures ot the Allied 
Powers, will neither avert nor procrafti- 
nate the impending fate of the Turkith Em- 
pire. The Palhas and Governors of diftant 
provinces wall not negledt the advantage 
arihng from a hate of affairs fo unfettled, 
wavering, and precarious, and fo tempting 
at once to rapacity and ambition. The coa- 
lition of the Rufiians and the Turks is mon- 
tlrous and incongruous; and, being merely 
a temporary expedient, cannot in any way 
alter the difeordant and oppofite views of 
their refpedlive nations. 

The intereft of Great Britain, on the con- 
clufion of the war, will remain in flatu 
quo, and cannot be affected by any meafures 
which the neceffities of the times, and the 
extraordinary pofture of public affairs, may 
either encourage or compel the Court of 

Ruflia, 
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Ruffia, whofe throne is filled by a dcfcendant 
of the Greek Empire of Byzantium, or the 
Grand Seignior to adopt. 

In the midft of this arduous and expcnfive 
warfare, in which the political horizon daily 
Wears a new complecfcion, the Britifia Mi- 
niftry will no doubt bear in mind the 
claims of this country to a port or ports in 
the Mediterranean. Now is the moment 
when a permanent eftablifiiment iliould be 
effected ; and the Ifland of Candia at once 
prefents itfelf as the objedl of our choice. 
Such is the Bate of the Turkifli Empire, 
that the Porte would readily cede this valu- 
able and important ifland to the Crown of 
Britain. 

It would appear that the French, like 
other reformers, have attempted to make re- 
ligion fubfervient to their purpole, and to 
become acceiTary in fome meafure to am- 
bition and plunder. The fhrine of the Pro- 
phet, the Chapel of Lorctto, the Pope, the 
SherreefF of Mecca, and the Lama, areequally 
refpedled. I heard of a new religion while 
I was in Arabia, which had been recently 
cftablifhed, and what was moft extraordi- 
nary, in the vicinity of Mecca: but the 
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doftrines which it inculcated had not fpread 
beyond the bounds of a particular family, 
and it was by no means likely to become ge- 
neral, or to extend over a country where pre- 
judice and enthufiafm are fo ftrongly rooted, 
and innovation fo dangerous, and where the 
paffions of the inhabitants and the influence 
of climate tend equally to fupport and pro- 
mote the precepts of Mahomet, The def- 
tiny of Buonaparte is fixed ; and although 
the fplendour of his former days may here- 
after illumine the page of hiftory, his expe- 
dition to Egypt will be recorded as an adl of 
extravagance and folly. 


TRAVELS, 
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TRAVELS, 

(3c. Be. 


The particular fituation of my private 
concerns requiring immediate attendance in 
India, and no opportunity of- a fea convey- 
ance by any eligible mode offering at this 
feafon of the year, I judged it moft advifa- 
ble to undertake an over-land journey. Early 
in the month of Auguft I addreffed the 
Court of Diredlors of the Eafl-India Com- 


pany, acquainting them, that in confequence 
of their permiffion, previoufly obtained, I was 
in readinefs to fet out for India on the fhorteft 


notice, and requefted to be entrufled with the 
care of difpatches to their prelidencies abroad. 
The Court having granted my requeft, on 
the 2ift of Auguft, 1789, in the afternoon, 
I received from the Deputy Secretary a packet 
D 3 for 
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for Bombay , covering others for Bengal and 
Fort St. George, for which a receipt was 
taken in the ufual form. Some letters of 
confequence from the Board of Control not 
being ready, I was detained till the next 
morning. 

At 10 A. M. of the 2 2d, I left London, 
accompanied by Mr. Adam Blackader, 
a furgeon on the Madras eftablifhment, who 
had the Company’s permiffion to return 
to his ftation over-land ; a friend, who 
propofed to accompany us to Venice; and 
Mrs. Taylor, whofe intention was to return 
back from the laft-mentioned place. 

Our equipment for this journey con- 
hfted of a flrong travelling coach, com- 
pletely fitted up. We laid in a large flock 
of portable foup, curry fluff, and fome 
good tea. The two former articles are of 
the greatefl ufe in many fituations, particu- 
larly on the Defart, and the lafl is a thing 

never to be procured, even at any price. 

Coffee is to be had every where, and confe- 
quently unneceffary to be provided before- 
hand, Mr. Blackader and myfelf were feve- 
rally provided with a gun and a pair of pif, 

tols. 
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tols, both plainly mounted, with the necelTary 
apparatus, twelve Ihifts of linen, one coat, a 
few pair of flioes and dockings, and a pair 
ot boots. 

We j udged it ufeful , as we afterw ards found , 
not to neglect a fmall medicine box, contain- 
ing the mod necedary articles in the profef- 
fion of phj'fic and furgery. We procured 
the bed maps of the country through which 
we were to pafs, with a road book by Du- 
tens, defcriptive of the dtuation, foil, and 
produce of each didricl, population, curio- 
lities, &c. &c.j acompafs by Dolland, a fpy 
glafs, a thermometer, and fome phofphorus 
matches hermetically fealed, to which I re- 
gret not having added a fmall fextant. Thefe 
articles were put up in a fmall compafs, which 
was afterrvards reduced to a trunk for each 
perfon, independent of our bedding. 

We had two fervants, one a native of Ben- 
gal, and but of little ufe ; the other a native 
of Italy, who underdood French and Ger- 
man j he was befide a hair-dreder, valet-de- 
chambre, courier, taylor, cook, and purveyor 
for the party, willing to employ his talents 
in each capacity, as by turns they became 
necedary. 
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On our arrival in the evening at Dover, 
we were informed by theniafter of the packet 
boat, that the tide would anfwer about one 
in the morning. Determined to fpend the laft 
evening in Old England as happily as we 
could, a good fupper was ordered, and we 
continued our libations till we were told it 
was timic to embark. 

The diflurbances in France rendered our 
paflage through that country precarious, if 
not dangerous, particularly being in charge 
of public papers ; for befides the Company’s 
packet, there were others of conliderable 
import. The banditti were in full pofTeffion 
of the road, particularly to Marfeilles ; and 
the affair of the Bred plot, with the fudden 
departure of our Ambaffador, the Duke of 
Dorfet, from Paris, and fom.e other conco- 
mitant circumltances, rendered the name of 
an Englifhman rather unpopular. Thefe 
confiderations induced me to determine on 
the route through Germany, as being lefs 
liable to either infult or delay. 

In this fituation Odend w'as the port I deter- 
mined to make ; the freight thither was fettled 
at ten guineas for the pallengers, and two gui- 
neas for the carriage. A dock of provifions 

andt 
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and wine, fufficient for three days, being 
laid in at our own expence, we fet fail, with 
a fair wind, for the Continent of Europe, 
leaving beliind the chalky cliffs, fo well de- 
fcribed by the pen of our immortal Shak- 
fpeare ; 


How fearful 

And dizzy "tis to call our eyes fo low ! 

The crows and choughs liiat wing the midway air 
Shew fcarce fo grofs as beetles ; half way dotcn 
Hangs one that gathers famphire ; — dreadful trade! 
Methinks he feems no bigger than his head 
The fifiiermen, that walk upon the beach, 

Appear like mice; and yon tall anchoring "bark, 
Diminifh’d to her cock ; her cock a buoy, 

Almoft too fmall for fight. The murmuring furge, 
That on the unnumber 'd idle pebbles chafes, 

Cannot be heard fo high. — Fll look no more. 

Left my brain turn, and the deficient fight 
Topple down headlong. 


The accommodation on board thefe pack- 
ets are exceedingly good ; they are fitted up 
in a particular ftyle of neatnefs; the beds 
are clean, and every thing carries the appear- 
ance of comfort. Thefeawas fmooth, and 
left us quietly to enjoy our nap. Although 
we embarked at one A. M. of the 23d, fuch 
was our bad luck, that by a fhift of wind 

we 
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we were prevented from reaching Odend till 
late next evening. On our arrival at the 
Hotel de la Cour Imperial, kept by an Eng- 
lilhman, we found that the carriage had 
fuflained fome damage in the embarkation. 
It was alfo necelTary to have our baggage 
examined at the cuftom-houfe. A palT- 
port v/as abfolutely requifite : neither did 
the poft-mafler feem inclined to give us 
horfes, had every thing elfe been in train. 
Neceffity obliged us to take up our abode for 
the night : in the morning (but not till near 
eleven o’clock) we had our trunks examined 
very civilly by the cuftom-houfe officers, 
who, for a trifling gratuity, did not infift on 
tumbling about our fmall quantity of bag- 
gage, or of expofing it to the crowd. Our 
trunks were now plumbe, and our paftport 
delivered. — Here let me caution travellers 
to be careful in this refpeft. If their bag- 
gage be fealed in this manner, it is fure of 
palling unmolefted through all the Emperor’s 
dominions, and the fame in France; that is, 
till fuch time as you have occalion to open 
your baggage, wffiich may not be for fome 
days, and then the fame thing is renewed : 
the operation is merely fiiftcning a piece of 

lead 
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lead with the cuftom-rhoufe ftamp in fuch a 
manner, that your baggage cannot be opened 
without cutting the firing to which the feal 
is attached. 

With two German poftillions, and four 
had horfes, preceded by. our courier, we left 
Oftend at half pad: eleven, and took the 
road to Bruges. — The pens of many travel- 
lers having been employed, with fufficient 
induftry and circumflantiality in defcribing 
the different countries traverfed in our route, 
I fhall fdtisfy myfelf with merely detailing 
the names of places, with the diftance of 
the flages, and the time on the roadj and 
with adding a few obfervations that I judge 
either interefling or neceffary for the guid-i 
ance of future travellers. 




MAJOR 



C 44 ) 


MAJOR TAYLOR’S ROUTE 


FROM 


LONDON TO VENICE, 


IN AUGUST, 1789. 


In time of peace travellers may ^o from 
Harwich to Helvoetfluys, and from thence 
by the Moordyke and Antwerp to Mechlen, 
by water; from whence to Lovain it is only 
two pofts ; or from Flufhing in the fame 
manner. There is a canal from Oftend to 
Bruflels for thofe who may choofe that 
route. Travelling by water is remarkably 
cheap, and very commodious, ail through 
the Low Countries, and in the fummer fea- 
fon it is extremely pleafant. The traveller 
has by this mode the beft means of mixing 

* and 
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and becoming acquainted with the difpo- 
iition and manners of the people of the 
country through which he paffes: a circum- 
hance which cannot fail of being approved 
by the lovers of pure unfullied nature. You 
have befides an opportunity of viewing the 
country as you glide gently along, of reading 
and converfing at pleafure, or of making 
your remarks as objedts worthy of attention 
may occur. 

There is no neceflity for a traveller’s mix- 
ing with the loweft claffes of the people; 
on the contrary, you may hire the roof or 
heft cabin, where you exclude all other 
palTengers, and affociate or not with them, 
according to circumftances or inclination. 
This mode of travelling is convenient in re- 
gard to baggage : it is not rubbed to pieces, 
as is always the cafe in polling; and you 
have porters and men with hand-barrows 
ready on the arrival of the Traekfchuyt to 
convey the baggage wherever you order it. 
All this may be performed at a very mode- 
rate expence, although it cannot be recom- 
mended for expedition. 


Route 
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Route from London to Venice, 


STAGES. 

Engl, miles j 

Polls 1 

1 

Time on road | 

Delays 

From London to 

M. 

F. 


H. 

M. 

H. 

M. 

1 Dover 

72 

0 


10 

0 



a Oftendjby water 






18 

30 

3 Bruges - - 

12 

0 

2 

3 

30 

0 

3 <’ 

Alter . - - 

12 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

5 

5 Ghent 

13 

0 

2 

0 

25 

1 

10 

6 Qiiadright - - 

6 

0 

1 

1 

10 

0 

10 

7 Aloft _ - - 

9 

0 


2 

0 

0 

10 

8 Afche - - 

8 

0 

li 

1 

30 

0 

12 

9 Bruftels - 

9 

0 j 

i 

j 


1 

38 

5 

30 

10 Cortemberg - 

10 

1 

i 

0 i 

2 

1 

30 

0 

41 

11 Lovain - 

8 

0 ' 

1 I 

1 

1 1 

1 

0 

12 'ririe.'iioiU 

10 

0 i 

2 ^ 

1 

5 S 

0 

11 

13 bit. Tron - - 

12 

0 1 

1 

! 

1 

2 

2 

H 

8 

40 

14 Hores 

10 

1 

1 

0 

1 

s 

^"3 

2 

0 

1 

10 

} 

J 

\ 

! 




1 


to - - - 

j 10 


3 

2 

50 

1 

0 

t6 La Batile - - 

12 

0 

2 

4 

5 

2 

25 


213 

i 

° 
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Remarks^ 


t. Went to the York hotel at Dover. 

s. Good accommodation at the Hotel dc la Cour Im- 
periai. 

3. At the poft-houfe good accommodation* 

4. No accommodation to be had. 

Very good accommodation at the poll;. There is a 
canal from hence to Oftend, with convenient boats. 
— On the Scheld. 

6 . Bad accommodation. 

. Bad accommodation. — On the Dcndcr. 

. Good accommodation at the poft-hotile. 

9. Excellent at the Hotcld’Angleterre — ilept and break- 
fafted — the roads from Oftend to this place are well 
paved, the country level, and affording but little 
variety. The neighbourhood of Brulfels is moft de- 
liglitful. 

10. No accommodation of any kind. 

1 1 . Pretty good at the poll — delayed from want of cattle. 

12. Good accommodation at the port. 

13. At the poft the accommod.;tioi) is bad ; there is, how- 
ever, a tolerable hotel in the town. We here ex- 
perienced a great delay from want of horfes: 
none procurable before two in the morning. 

14. Hores is a dirty village, where you will find no ac- 
commodation. Between this ftap-e and the 'pre- 
ceding, Si. Tron, you quit tlsc "Low Countries, 
and eater Germany. You Ijfe the Pave after 
fome diftance from BruiTels, and the road becomes 
worfe. 

Iq. The poft-houfe is out of the town, a poor houfe; 
there are plenty of commodious hotels within the 
g.mes. Cro'ded the Meufe. 

16. A new and a good inn; the ftage to this place is 
exceedingly fteep and bad road; horfes and driving 
bad — here another delay; not a horfe to be had for 
feveral hours. 


17. In 
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Remarks. 


tj. In confeqiience of the great refort to this place, l| 
traveller has a right to expccl the bcli; accom- 
modation. We were here vcithin a fhort dif» 
tance of Spa, but through very deep roads. The 
approach to Aix-la-Chapelle, for four miles, is 
imfpeakably bad, being mountainous, with heavy 
fand ; the country about overgrown with bufhes, 
and extremely wild in appearance — halted all night 
to procure calh from the banker. 

i8. Indifferent accommodation. Nohorfes — complained 
to the Commandant, who alTurcd us we fhould have 
the firft that came in. 

ig. A dirty village — nothing good to be had here. 

20. At the Ville tie Prague tolerable ; arriving juft before 
the gates fhut, obliged to remain till five next morn'* 
iiig ^ flept in our clothes. 

51. Good accoinniodalion. — The laft ftage along the 
banks of the Rhine to the town ; the country beau* 
tiful, with pleafant villages on the fide of the river—*; 
halted till the horfes fed. 

•2. A dirty, mean place; no accommodation. Here 
we were informed that the fair at Franckfort pre- 
vented our getting horfes ; and although we arrived 
at one o’clock, we were detained till within twxnty 
minutes of fix at a wretched public-boufe — had 
viftuals and four wine, with abundance of impo- 
fition — at laft no horfes for the fervants — the driving 
bad. 

23. A very comfortable poft-houfe. The laft ftage, 
notwdthftanding every inconvenience, proved the 
jnoft pleafing one wx had experienced. The Rhine 
confined between the hills, with neat houfes dole 
on the river; the vineyards extended on the Tides of 
the mouuUiins, and an excellent road keeping tlm 
Vol, I, E exact 
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Route from London to Venice. 


STACKS* 

24 Cobkntz - 
sj Naffau 

«6 Narftetin - 
•7 S'.valback - 

£8 Wilbad - 

29 Mayence - 

30 Oppe;iheim 
ai Worms - 
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Remarks, 


«la£l direfl;ion of the ftream, added to the ro- 
mantic beauty of the country. Our hoft, undef 
various pretences, delayed our departure till morn- 
ing, pleading the gates being fhut, and that horfes 
were not procurable ; but to make amends, he gave 
’ us fome of the bell; wine vve had yet tailed. 

24. Good accommodation — on the confluence of the 
Rhine and Mofelle, palTed the former on a pout vo- 
lant. 

2j. Poor and ill built— no accommodation. — This Page, 
we were under the neceffity of taking fix horfes, 
the road being extremely Iteep and mountainous. 
At two leagues from Coblentz palled the hot baths 
of Embs, which belongs to the Prince of Orange. 
No horfes. 

26. Very bad accommodation-— The laP Page fix horfes 
half way only — A little cut of Nuilau croiTed the 
Lahn in a flat-bottomed boat. 

37, A poor, ill-bui!t village, with bad accommodation 
—no horfes till three in the morning ; obliged to 
Peep in our clothes in wretched beds ; let out with 
fix horfes, on account of the bad road. — Hot mine- 
ral baths. 

28. Good accommodation. — Warm baths.— No horfes 
to be procured. 

*9. Good accommodation. — Large, fpr.cious city, but 
narrow Preets. — Croiled the Pdiine to the town 
over a handlonie bridge of boats. 

30. Bad accommodation — the town Peep, ill- built, an 4 
dirty — On the Rhine. 

31. At the pop an elegant hotel. We arrived here 
with our horfes jaded, having brought them on two 
Pages, halting nearly an hour at Oppenheim to re- 
frePi them. On coming to the poP at half paP fix 

E 2 P. M. 
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Route from London to Venice. 


STAGES* 

Engl. 

miles 

Polls 

Time on road \j 

Delay! 


M. 

418 

F. 

0 


H. . 

M. 

H. 

VI. 

32 Manheim - - 

J 3 

4 

1 

4 

0 

IC 

0 

33 Schewtz'mgen 

10 

0 

3 

4 

1 

■ 

30 

3 

15 

Waughaufil - 

12 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 


.35 Cratcn - - 

16 

1 

1 

2 

43 

c 

45 

36 Cailfrhue - - 

16 


R 

2 

55 

0 

43 


4^3 

4 
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Remarks. 


P. M. we difcovered afcheme to detain us all night 
for the benefit of the hotife ; with much trouble we 
got horfes at nine, but too late, as the polt-mafter 
•well knew, to gain admittance into Manheim : we 
were, therefore, obliged to deep in the carriage, 
under a very heavy rain, at a fmall village within 
three miles of that place, where we changed horfes, 
and at five o’clock croffed a very handfome bridge of 
boats to Manheim. — On the Rhine. 

^2. Elegant accommodations, with excellent -wdne, ef- 
pecially Burgundy and Tokay — filled a baiket with 
cold victuals, and fome of the bed wine ; having 
bufinefs to tranfadl wdth the banker, halted ten 
hours. — On the Rhine and Neckar. 

30, A neat little inn, where we dined very comfortably. 
— Lad dage the iron- work which fupported the 
hind fprlng of the carriage gave way — had it re- 
paired. — The pod a fingle houfe — ^bad accommo- 
dation. 

54. A dirty village ; bad accommodation — The podil- 
lion at W aughaulil by fome miftake took the wrong 
road, and carried us confiderably out of the way ; 
the neared and bed is as follow's. 

Waughaufil 

Brufchal . . . . i Pod 

Kentlingen . . . li do. 

Gutzwingen . . ij do. 

Condat . . . . li do. 

35. At Craben the midake was difcovered, but too late 
to return, and after much altercation I procured 
from the pod-mafter the neared route — travelling 
all night. 

36. The pod but indifferent.— Obliged to hire a chaifc 
for the fervants. 

E 3 37. Tolerable 
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Route from London to Venice. 


stages. 


r 

37. Pforzheim - 
'■'38. Enbzwingen 

39. Conftalt - - 

40. Blcckingen - 

41. Geoppingen - 

42. Guiilingen - 

43. Weflerftetten 

44. Ulm - - - 


4j. IllertifTen 

46. Mimmingen- 

47. Eicholz - - 


48. Kenipton 


49. Kempterwald 

50. W eilbach 


Engl, milesj 


Pofts.iiTime on road. 


M. 

485 

18 

‘4 

J4 

12 

12 

12 

10 


15 

16 


13 


7 

9 


F. 

4 

0 

1 

o 

o 


'666 


2 “ 

1 i 

5 

4 


ii 1 


14 


H. 

4 

3 


Delays 


M. 

35 

10 

54 

30 

6 

o 


50 


H. 

1 

O 


M. 

20 

3^ 


- 4.5 

50 

20 


40 

o 


051 

o 27 
032 

655 

030 

0,10 


0:30 

0^30 

035 


o I 


6170 


' 10 
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« 

Remarks. 


37. Tolerably good at the polt. — Tedious road. 

38. The poli fcarcely tolerable — Nothing better to b« 
had. 

og. Tolerable accommodation. 

.jO. The inns are poor, and accommodation but indif- 
ferent. 

41. Neat accommodation — A fmall village. 

42. Decent accommodation in a very indifferent village 
— Slept in our clothes. 

43. Single houfe, very good — horfes excellent. 

44. Good accommodation; good drivers and horfes,-— 
The Danube, which vve croffed at Ulm, is here an 
i neon fide rable Itream, but very rapid. — The Danube 
is not navigable much higher than this place. 

45. Bad. — Pretty country — Good horfes and driving. 

46. Good. — A neat little fortified town, remarkably 
clean. 

47. A fingle houfe, very handfome — This part of the 
country extremely pleafant, with good roads, par- 
ticularly here, where they are not inferior to that of 
Bath — the clumps of trees and the diftant view of 
the Alps affording a pleafing profpeft ; the people 
here underhand Italian, and fpeak it a little. 

48. Accommodation very indifferent at the port, — This 
place is famous for a large and handfome abbey — 
being fatigued, remained ail night. Stands on the 
river Iller. 

49. The poll a fingle houfe ; very good. An eafy afeent 
from Kempton. 

50. No accommodation — road good amongfl hills The 

poft-mafter here can fave a traveller fomething in 
in point of diftance, by fending him a near road 

E 4 direift 
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Route from London to Venice. 


'Engl, xniles ’[ PoftsJ. Time on road, ! Delay.^ 

. 1 . !! I; li 


H. M. iH. M. 


51 . Fuefen - 


! 7 ; 


30 ! o 25 


52 . Relta 


8 o 


■li fi 10 


^ 3 . Lermes - - 


Nazareith 


55 . Earev.’is - 

56 . Iiifpruck 


i; ! 


11 i o jj 1 j 2 


10 I 2 !| 1 il 2 


8 2 


8 4 j 1 


24 oil 


10 I 0 ,54 


il M 2 o’! cl 


30 920 


Dirftenbach - 


11 2 (, I I 

~'i ’!' I 

73 °! 2 ,i I 


3 5 035 
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Remarks. 


dlrecl to Lermes, and thereby avoiding Fiiefen ; 
but in this cafe you muft pay a guilder a hoiie to 
the poft-raafter of that place, and in doing fo you 
fave both money and diilance. 

51. Poor accommodation A romantic fituation ; an 

old caftle, water-fall, fnrrounding hills, and a co- 
vered bri%e, which is frequently met with in the 
Tyrol ; the river Leek runs pail, and near to the 
bottom of the Alps : the badges being of wood, arc 
covered, to preftrve them from the rain. 

^2. The poll good, and neat. — Five miles from Fuefen, 
which is nearly the commencement ot the Tyrol, 
you begin to a’fcend the Alps, and foon after pafs 
the little fort of Nubas, wJiich formerly was gar- 
rifoned, but fince the war between the Emperor 
and the Turks the garrifon of Nubas, as well as 
all the other fmall forts on the Alps, are withdrawn : 
they are built in fituations to command the mitfl 
difficult palfes. — Reita Hands alfoon the river Leek. 

Good acccmmoda.ions Clofe by the nver Loyfa, 

between Reita and Lermes, palled through tlie 
caftle of Ehrenburg, but which contained no troops. 
But indifferent accommodation. — The road being 
very dangerous next flage, drank tea whilft the 
moon was getting up. 

55. The poft a tingle houfe, with good accommodation. 

56. Excellent inns— No horfes. Count Potocki, the 
Polifh Ambaffador to the Porte, having gone on a 
fhort time before we arrived, obliged to wait the 
return of the horfes, along with many other travel- 
lers, the Count’s fuite being nearly one hundred 
people. — On the river Inn. 

£7. Bad accommodation. 


58, Poft 



( 38 ) 


Route from London to Venice. 


STAGES. 1 

Sngl. niiics j 

Polls, j Time on 

road. 

Dehy> 


M. j 

1 

F. !| 

i 

H. 

M. 

H.l 

H. 

( 

^>6 

^ ii 




1 


f. Sc+.onberg - 

7 

0 j 
~ il 

1 ; 

2 

-5 

c 

17 

^o. Steinach - - 

8 

» ii 

1 1 

1 


ol 

50 

bo. Brenaer - - 

6 

5 !i 

1 

1 

2 


0: 

is 

bi. Storz ingen - 

9 

0 

1 

1 

30 

0 


02. jMlttsw aid - 

9 

7 

1 

0 

40 

0 

15 

63. Erixen - - 

7 

7 

1 

1 

2 

10 

0 

20 

64. Colman - - 

1 1 

1 ■ 

1 

2 

26 

0 

10 

6^. Teutfehen - 

6 

n i 

1 

1 

1 


0 

30 

66 Bolzano - - 

7 

6 ! 

i 

1 

1 

45 

<7 

0 

67. Branzoi - - 

8 

i 

0 j 

1 

1 

30 

0 

2Q 

68. Engha - - 

7 

0 ! 

3 

4 

1 

28 

c 

10 

6p» Salonc - ~ 

7 

0 1 

1 

4 

1 

22 


10 

70. Lavis - - 

9 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 c 


71. Trent - - 

8 


4 

1 

6 

, 1 C 

33 

72. Befine - - 

9 

0 

1 

1 

20 

i 0 

i 

25 

> 

73 and 74. Rove- 



: 



1 


redo and Ala - 

18 

0 

2 

5 

25 

0 

30 

75- Eery - - 

1 1 

0 

1 

3 

30 

0 

1-0 


887 

i ■ 7 
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Remark^ 


^8. Poft a fingle houfe ; bad accommodation. — Cam? 
this ftage with fix horfes ; afcent all the way. 

59. Good accommodation-^ — A fmall village. 

60. Poft a fingle houfe ; no accommodation-— the road 
narrow and confined, but tolerably good. 

61. Bad accommodation. 

62. The poft bad — A fmall village ; road good ; de- 
fcent from th.e laft ftage. 

^3. Tolerable accommodation. — On the confluence of 
the Runtz and Eifoch. 

64. The poft a fingle houfe, wdthout accommodation 
for travellers — the road along the Sill. 

65. The poft a fingle houfe ; no accommodation — road 
a narrow defcent along the Sill. 

66. Dined at the Sun, an excellent houfe— Vineyards in 
high order. This town is remarkably clean and 
neat. 

67. Bad accommodation — Here the country begins to 
open. 

68. No accommodation. 

69. No accommodation. — Road good. — No horfes; 
obliged to wait the moft part of the night in the 
carriage. 

70. No accommodation. 

71 Good accommodation. — No horfes Changed our 

route for the better, taking the low road to Venice 
in place of the hilly one by the way of Balfano. 

72. No accommodation. — ^T.'he road pretty good along 
the Adige. 

73. and 74. Changed horfes at Roveredo, without get- 
ting out of the carriage, and arrived at Ala, where, 
after putting to the horfes, vve proceeded on. 

75. Accommodation not good. 

76. Indifferent 
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Rouie from London io Venice. 


STAGES. 

Engl, mites. 

Foils. 

Time on road, j 

Delay* 


M. t 



H. 

M. 

H. 

M. 




1 





^•6. Voiarnl - - 

9 

1 

1 

2 

11 [ 

0 

20 

77. Verona - - 

IS 

7 

1 

1 

29 

0 

40 

78. Caldeiro - - 

8 

6 

1 

0 

30 

Q 

10 

79. Montibello - 

12 

0 


3 

5 

1 

15 

So. Vicenza - - 

10 

. 

6 

■ 

1 

35 

0 

lO 

81. Slefiga - - 

10 

7 

1 

1 

4s 

0 

8 

82. Padua - - 

10 

0 

1 

1 

7 

3 


83. Dolo - - "j 

10 

0 

n 





84. Fufma - 1 

9 

0 

4 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Venice acrofs f 

5 

0 

[ J 





the Lagune J 



1 

\ 





Total by land 

986 

2 

j 





<\dd the ditiance 








by fea from Do- 








ver to Oftend 22 








leagues is - - 

66 

0 






Total diflance 








from London to 








Venice - - 

1052 

0 
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Remarh^ 


y6. Indifferent accommodation. — Halted twenty mi- 
nutes. 

77. Excellent inns — breakfafted On the Adige, 

78. Indifferent accommodation — Fine roads, good 
horfes and drivers. 

79. Bad accommodation — a little place. — On the way 
' thither broke down ; halted and repaired. 

80. Good accommodation, and excellent roads, with 
great expedition. 

81. No accommodation. — Roads good. 

82. The Aquila d’Oro an excellent inn, where we Tup- 
ped. — On the Brenta. 

83. Down the river Brenta in a covered boat, and croffcd 
the Lagune to Venice, which took us ten hours 
from Padua : I apprehend, from our leaving Padua 
at night, that the boatmen were not very' adtire, 
and that it may be done in much lefs time. There 
are a few inconfiderable locks on the river, if it 
may be termed To, having more the appearance of a 
mud ditch. — By land from Padua to Dolo is ten 
Englilh miles ; from thence to FuGna the fame 
diftance y Fulina being fituated where the Brenta 
debouches into the Lagune, you mull: take a fmall 
boat to carry you acrofs to Venice, which is dlft^it 
a^out four or five inilcs. 


As 
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As the hafty manner in which we travelled 
left but little time for obfervation, I lhall 
only take notice of thofe fcenes which, in the 
courfe of the journey, appeared to me the 
moft firiking and worthy of remembrance. 
The' inquifitive traveller will be able to pro- 
cure the befl books defcriptive of the town 
and countries through which his route may 
condud; him at all the principal cities in Ger- 
many and Italy, where he may alfo provide 
himfelf with the moft corred maps of the 
refpedive ftates of which they are the capi- 
tal : on thefe authorities he can better rely 
than the information afforded by modern 
tourifts. 

The majeftic flow and beautiful fcenery of 
the Rhine inuft ever claim the attention of a 
traveller. This noble river takes its rife in 
the country of the Grifons, and empties itfelf 
into the fea below Leyden. On its varie- 
gated banks are fituated fome of the fineft 
cities Germany has to boaft of ; and we muft 
ever regard with admiration the bridges of 
boats fo freo^uently met with on this delight- 
ful ftream. The Pont Volant at Coblentz, 
conftruded to receive with eafe a coach and 
fix horfes completely harneffed, and by one 

movement 
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movement tranfported to the oppofite fhorc, 
is alfo worthy of remark. 

The port from Remmagan to Andernack, 
along the banks of the Rhine, is particularly 
ftriking : as we approached the town by 
moonlight, nothing could exceed the piViu- 
refque appearance of its ancient fortifications, 
and inflantly recalled to memory the id. a of 
a certain kind of feene painting, where the 
rifing moon difeovers the battlements of an 
ancient fortrefs, probably the refidcnce of 
fome captive fair ; and in this comparifon 
there is fome analogy, at leaft in point of 
beauty, for^the daughters of our hull were 
the prettied girls I faw in Germany ; I really 
believe their charms, joined to the father’s 
difficulties and obftacles already mentioned, 
proved a Ihrong incitement to my companions 
confenting fo readily to remain all night. 

The tovv’n of Manheim, the elegant refi- 
dence of the Eledlor Palatine on the conflu- 
ence of the Rhine and Neckar, demands our 
notice ; the regularity of its ftreets, the gran- 
deur of its public, and the neatnefs and 
uniformity of its private buildings ; the 
ftrength of its fortifications, and advantages 
from nature in point of fituation, with its 

elegant 
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elegajit bridge of boats, contribute at once to 
its falubrity and beauty. 

The baths of Embs, two leagues beyond 
Naffau, belong equally to the Houfes of 
Orange and Heffe Darmftadt. The com- 
pany who came here are lodged chiefly in the 
old palace belonging to the latter. We halted 
only a few minutes, during which time we 
were fupplied with a pamphlet defcriptive 
of the place, and the virtues of its waters. 
Swallback and Wilbaden have likewife mi- 
neral fprings, but I did not find that they 
were much frequented, excepting by thofc 
whofe finances would not permit their vifit- 
ing the more fafliionable reforts of Aix-la- 
Chapelle and Spa. I cannot entirely pafs 
orer the grand and ftriking beauties of the 
Alps, whofe lofty fum.mits rjfe in majeftic 
grandeur to the Iky. For fome ftages pre- 
vious to our arrival at Fuefen we had 
an eafy afeent : five miles beyond this place 
wc began to encounter the Alps throitgh a 
narrow and rugged road to Reita. We found 
great improvements going on in this refpeft, 
the way in fome places being extremely dan- 
gerous, particularly on your way to Naaa- 
reith. Near to this place, on your left, 

ftand.s 
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ftands the Veerfteen fort, and the lake Seg- 
tnundfburg, remarkable for its fituation. The 
tops of the Alps were covered with fnow j but 
their narrow confined valleys, inhabited by 
an indufirious people, appeared in the higheft 
cultivation. It is with afionilhing care they 
collect their hay frona the fides of the moun- 
tains, from fmall patches fcarcely acceffible 
to their native goats, and forming a kind 
of Hoping terraces to their very fummit. 
Thinly fcattered we perceived the folitary 
manfions of thefe poor but happy people ; 
and here and there a humble fleeple re- 
minded' us, on the bofom of thofe wild and 
tremendous mountains, that we were fcill in 
a Chriftian land. 

In paffing the caflle of Ehrenberg the 
memory of the great Charles the Fifth 
.recurred to my mind, and the fatal cheers, 
occafioned by the Protefrant confederacy, be- 
ing illegally andunjuftifiably put under the ban 
of the empire by that monarch. This caftle 
was feized in the year 1 546 bv the famous 
Sebaflian Schertel, who commanded a body 
of troops raifed by the imperial city ot Augi- 
burg in fupport of the confederacy, with a 
view to prevent the Pope’s forces from pe- 
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netrating into Germany, and Joining tKe 
Emperor. This experienced officer vvould 
have rendered effential fervices, had not the 
orders of the Elector of Saxony and the 
Landgrave of Heffe directed his retreat ; on 
which the Italians gained poffeflion of the 
defiles, and amongft others retook from 
Schertel’s garrifon the fortrefs of Ehrenberg. 

The material confequence of this caftle 
confifts in its defending the entrance of the 
Tyrolefe, and being a ftrong barrier be- 
tween Italy and Germany. Ma:urice of Sax- 
ony get poffeffion of it in the year 155a, at 
the time he fo nearly furprifed Charles the 
Fifth at Infpruck ; and if it had not been 
for the mutiny of a mercenary corps, that 
monarch would have been reduced to 
the mortifying fate to which he fubjefted 
Francis after the battle of Pavia, and I'o re- 
cently the Eleilor of Saxony and the Land- 
grave of Heife. He fled with his minifters 
precipitately from Infpruck, leaving his 
baggage to be plundered by the foldiers of 
his fuccefsful opponent*. 


* Rubertfon's Hirory, vd!. iv. 
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Between Volarni and Berry the road 
lies in one part along the fide of a fieep moun- 
tain, extremely dangerous for carriages, with 
a river immediately under, without any wall 
to prevent the moll: dreadful confequences, 
fliould the horfes take fright, or your con- 
veyance by any means be thrown off the 
road. We paffed this defile in the middle of 
the night, attended by heavy rain and fevere 
flalhes of lightning, with loud claps of 
thunder, which ferved to heighten the terror 
of thefcene. We were met by above fifty poor 
wretches on our approaching the mountain j 
but as it feemed doubtful whether thev did 
not intend fomething very different from 
affifiance, we prepared accordingly. We 
, afterwards found, by their great complai- 
fance, that their intention was, to fupport the 
carriage from any accident of tumbling over 
the precipice, by fupporting the off wheels 
with their flioulders ,• and that they had af- 
fembled in fuch numbers waiting the arrival 
of the Count d’Artois, hourly expedted in 
Italy, A little money at a barrier or arched 
gateway, at the end of the pafs, which was 
opened to us, eafed us of their importunity; 
and indeed a firatagem of my fervant’s, w'ho 
F 2 rode 
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rode courier, was of confiJerable ufe. The 
jfirft party of thofe people that we nret afked 
him if he belonged to the Count’s fuit : he 
anfwered in the affirmative, and that the 
Count’s carriage was in the rear; coafcqucntly 
the firft carriage was allowed to pafs under 
an eafy efcort, and at an eafy expence. 

At Volarni thepofl-maller detained us feme 
time from the want of a bulletin, which hg- 
nifies a permiffion from the . hate through 
which you pafs to procure poll: horfes at an 
eafier rate than if you travelled without fuch 
permiffion. This is eaffiy obtained by your 
banker at any of the principal towns, and 
entitles you to fome conhderation. We 
hrongly infihed that the application was 
made and obtained at Venice, and the pofl- 
maher at lah gave up the point. 

In travelling through Germany and the 
Tyrolefe, a traveller meets with toll-bars very 
frequently, which occafions fome detention* 
unlefs his courier perfectly imderltands the 
intricacies of the German coins, hi the 
Tyrol a general paffiport ;s fometimes given, 
upon payment of a certain fum, which is by 
far the beft method. The variety of money 
met with on the road is perplexing. Books 
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are, however, eafily procured at the large 
towns, afcertaining the value of all coins 
ufcd in Germany : every petty prince claims 
the privilege*of coining his own money. 

The living on the road is in general but 
indifferent, and I would advife travellers, when 
they met with good wine, to be particularly 
careful in laying in a flocJc for two or three 
days, as it is not always to be met with ; on 
the comrary, you are often l^upplied at inns, 
decent to appearance, with poor wines, and 
fometimes even four. As to Burgundy or 
Bourdeaux, it is hardly ever to be had 
good ; the wine of the Rhine is that alone 
on which you can depend. It was much 
our cuftom to have a bafket with wine and 
cold meat in the carriage ; by which means 
we confulted our appetites, and not the 
formality of hours. Indeed, had we not done 
fo, accommodation would have frequently 
been wanting, and we fhould have fuffered 
the inconvenience of hunger for a long flage, 
or perhaps two. In the article of bedding, 
if you do not carry your own, nicety mull 
not be looked for ; but indeed the carriage, 
with good blankets, is, in my opinion, pre- 
ferable to moft German beds you meet with 

F 3 on 
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on the road. Should the traveller have 
time to make it convenient, by remaining 
all night at large towns, the cafe is dif- 
ferent, and the only exception is the fheets 
being damp, and the mattreifes not very 
clean ; but the rooms are fpacious, the beds 
roomy and agreeable to the eye. After all 
the little difagreements that a traveller expe- 
riences, efpecially an Englifhman, he muft 
finely be amply repaid by the variety and 
novelty of the feene ; and even in fo long a 
journey, fhould nothing more pleahng than 
the city of Venice prefent itfelf, I ilrouid 
think it a fufneient compenfation for all the 
difficulties encountered by any traveller. 

Venice, as you approach it from the La- 
gune or Salt Lake, on which it ftands, fills 
the mind wdth wonder and refpedl. It ap- 
pears the miftrefs of the furrounding waters, 
and the emporium of the world, rifing, as it 
w^ere, from the bofom of the ocean, wffiile 
every moment as you draw nearer to this 
magnificent city adds to your aftoniflrment. 
Its palaces, arfenal, paintings, and fculpture, 
have ail been deferibed j and I ffiall only add, 
that I muft place the view of the city of 
Venice, and its furrounding dependencies, 

from 
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from the top of St. Mark’s fteeple, 300 feet 
from the elevation of the water, as the fined 
fight I ever beheld. 

It will be obferved, that our great ground 
of complaint during this journey was the 
delay occafioned from the want of horfes, 
the pod-maders frequently not keeping up 
their proper number, or elfe employing them 
at their farms or other drudgery ; as alfo 
from the badnefs of the roads at fome times, 
and the bad driving of the German podil- 
lions, whom neither money nor menaces can 
roufe from their lethargy. In Italy the driv- 
ers are much more alert, and approach nearer 
in every refpecd to thofe of England. The 
harnefs all through both Germany and Italy 
is infamoufly bad, frequently nothing better 
th an common rope, and often of untanned 
leather, fo rotten that you are continually 
apprehenfive of fomething giving way ; and 
your temper is much tried by the tedious re- 
pairs of your phlegmatic guide, who dif- 
mounts to adjud this harnefs with the fo- 
lemnity of a fenator. From this fadt it is 
necedary to have harnefs for four or even fix 
horfes, efpecially with a coach, as you are 
fometimes obliged, in long dages, and where 
F 4 - the 
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the roads are bad, to take that number. Good 
Englhh faddles for your fervants will ena- 
ble them to continue on horfeback much 
longer than if they were fupplied with the 
vile uneafy German ones. Afterwards they 
will be found particularly ufeful, ihould a 
traveller prefer rhe Great Defart, as they are 
much more pleafant than the faddles procured 
in Syria, and withal much cooler in warm 
weather. The lightnefs, and at the fame time 
the flrength of your carriage, is a circum- 
ftance to be conlidered in travelling through 
Germany : were thefe properties united in a 
poft-chaife, I lliould prefer it to any other 
conveyance, whether Engiifh or foreign. 

The want of horfes conflitutes, as I have 
already faid, a great grievance, and is a con- 
vincing proof of the bad eftedts of monopo- 
lies. No perfon in the town or village but 
the poft-mafter dares to give you horfes, unlefs 
with his permihion ; and for this exclulive 
right the Emperor receives ahandfome duty, 
to the great annoyance of travellers, particu- 
larly of thofe who come to fpend their money 
abroad, and who, belides delays, experi- 
ence great inconvenience in being frequently 
obliged to halt at dirty inns -without accom- 
modation. 
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modation of any kind. To an Englifh tra^^ 
veller nothing can be more difgufting. For 
thefe delays there is no redrefs. I attempted 
at Juliers to complain to the Commandant, 
in whofe hands I was told the authority lay: 
he acquainted me that I fhould be fupplied 
with the firft horfes that arrived, allowing 
them half an hour to eat their corn. But 
this was nothing to what we fuffered at 
Wilbad, a place famous for its hot baths. 
On our arrival we were told the horfes would 
be immediately put to; but, to our utter 
mortification, before that happened, the dili- 
gence came in, fwept the liable of every 
horfe, and left us moping in the carriage 
to contemplate the mifcries of human life 
in the figure of every invalid, as they 
crawled from their quarters to walk in the 
garden, or to ufe the medicinal waters of 
this place at an early hour in the morning. 
The polt-mafter, feeing us determined not to 
alight, procured us horfes taken from his 
hay-cart, after a detention of one hour and 
fifty-five minutes. 

Thefe and fimilar delays occafioned, I may 
affert, our being two days longer on the road 

than 



than we fhoiild otherwife have been : there 
were, however, foirie circumftances in favour 
of the poft-mafbers : — the great demand for 
horfes to tranfport the French refugees, the 
revolution at Liege, and the annual fair at 
Franckfort, contributed confiderably to the 
fcarcity. For two days we experienced a 
hardflrip from Count George Potocki, the 
Ambalfador from the republic of Poland to 
the Porte, having with a fuite of nearly one 
hundred people got before us on the road, 
taking all the poft-horfes, and obliging our 
party to wait their return, or what was 
equally unpleafant, to harnefs his jaded cat- 
tle. At Trent, to put a Hop to the like in- 
convenience, we changed our route, and ar- 
rived in Venice nearly twenty-four hours 
before the Count. I mention thefe trivial 
matters only to put a traveller on his guard, 
and to advife him to lay in a Hock of patience 
as a very necelfary article for the journey. 

It fometimes happens that you arrive late 
in the garrifon towns, and that between the 
time of your arrival and departure the gates 
arelhutj in this cafe, patience mull be called 
in to wait the opening of the gate at day- 
break ; 
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break: this circumftance happened only 
twice : once at Cologne, where we intended 
to flop a few minutes to refrefh, but were 
obliged to remain till five next morning, 
fleeping in our clothes till that hour again; 
and at Andernach. 

Having mentioned the revolution at 
Liege, I cannot help exprefiing the joy af- 
forded me by this dawming of Liberty, that 
trueft bleffing of mankind, the fpontaneous 
growth of our native foil. May it continue 
to flourifii without licentioufnefs, and with- 
out that fanguinary tendency which, during 
the revolution in France, has for ever ftained 
its annals with irreparable infamy and re- 
proach ! Previoufly to our getting to Liege, 
w'e found the inhabitants of the country 
wearing the cockade of Liberty, and on our 
arrival at the gate we were under the necef- 
fity of evincing cur fatisfadtion by purchaf- 
ing cockades for ourfelves and fervants, and 
fixing them in our hats. The gate was 
guarded by armed citizens, who received us 
under fixed bayonets : we were very civilly 
condudted to the poft-houfe, on the other 
fide of the town. The poft-mafter during 
breakfafl; informed us, that all the military 

had 
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had been expelled, and the town was entirely 
guarded by the citizens : many of the prin- ,)■> 
cipai inhabitants, to avoid the precarious and 
uncertain refult of tumultuous proceedings, 
had left the place; but the Prince Bifirop itill 
remained at his palace, about three miles 
diilant from the city. This revolution has 
been followed up by many others : Europe 4 
has been ravaged by contending armies, and 
all the horrors and mifenes of war have 
been experienced by the devoted inhabitants 
of thofe countries where the fpirit of repub- 
licanifm and organization has gone abroad. 

The fword is yet drawn : neither is there the 
lead: probability or even a pofiibility that 
Europe, the mod civiiifed quarter of the 
globe, can exid under the fydem of terror 
and aggrandizement which now threatens 
the overthrow of every edablilhed govern- 
ment, or even that the Fiepch people will 
themfelves permit it. 

We were accommodated at the IIs Tres 
Res very expenfively, though not the bed 
tavern in the place. Petrillo’s is edeemed 
the mod fadiionable, and confequently the 
mod approved ; but Count Potocki had pre- 
vioufly engaged every room in the houfe. 

Both 
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Both thefe houfes are on the Grand Canal, and 
which is by far the heft fituation in the city. 

September qth, 1789. Soon after our ar- 
rival I waited on Mr. Ritchie, the Englifh. 
Conful and Charge des Affaires, in abfence 
of Mr. Stranger the Refident at that place. 
To that gentleman 1 delivered my letters, 
and acquainted him, that having charge of 
packets to India, it was my with to profe- 
ciite the journey with all pofiible difpatch, 
and reqiiefted his affiitance. Mr. Ritchie’s 
Rate of health not permitting of great perfonal 
exertions, he informed me that his Deputy, 
Mr. Watfon, would tranfadl the bufinefs to 
my fatisfacdion. 

September loth. Mr. Watfon waited on 
us next morning to breakfafl. After ex- 
tolling his abilities and fervices to the Com- 
pany in the courfe of laft w'ar in forwarding 
difpatches, he informed me, there were few 
or no velTcls at that feafon bound for the Le- 
vant: had we arrived, he faid, a month ear- 
lier, there was plenty of opportunities to 
Cyprus or Alexandria procurable on eafy 
terms : however, that he would go on the Ex- 
ha nge, and do the bell; but he advifed our 
being flent regarding our intentions of pro- 
ceeding 
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ceedingto theEaftwardj adding, that any in- 
timation of that kind would conliderably en- 
hance the price of a palTage. On the re- 
commendation of Mr. Ritchie, we impli- 
citly relied on this m.an in every particular, 
and expected foon to hear from him. 

Sept. 1 ith. Although we were extremely 
anxious, we faw nothing of him till the next 
day, when we were told, his endeavours had 
not been fuccefsful, from the large fums alked 
for the trip ; that, however, he had a perfon 
in his eye, who, he doubted not, would 
treat with him on more reafonable terms. 
Difliking this delay, I could not avoid con- 
fulting the banker, Mr. Martin, on our in- 
tended journey:. he advifed our proceeding 
to Patras in the Gulf of Lepanto, and by the 
Morea to Conflantinople by land, and from 
thence to Aleppo ; at the fame time promif- 
ing to look after a velTel. 

When we faw Mr. Watfon in the morn- 
ing, we \vere made acquainted that the ne- 
gociation was going on : no pofitive terms 
had been fettled, but in the courfe of the 
day matters would be brought to a conclu- 
fion. In the evening he came again to inform 
us, that every tiling was fniflied; that the 

agreement 
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agreement would be drawn up in the morn-* 
ing ; but that he had much dreaded the in- 
terfereiice of the banker, who_, he told us, 
had nearly interrupted the bufinefs by his 
imprudence in endeavouring, as he had 
kindly promifed, to accelerate our departure. 
The fn^p would be ready to fad by the i6th 
at fartlieft, and he would wait on us with 
the agreement ; a copy of which will be 
fpund in the Appendix. 

It was now neceilary to think of our flock 
for the vovage, which was laid in under the 
management of Mr. Watfon. On the i6th 
the ading Conful acquainted us by note, 
that a Venetian man of war being in the 
Channel, prevented our fhips getting 
through ; but that the earlieft opportunity 
would be embraced for that purpofe. 

The i^th at night the veffel got through 
the Channel, and nearly twelve miles diftant 
from the city. As it was intended that we 
fhould embark next day, a proper coach was 
provided, and our baggage and flock fent 
off very early in the morning. By this time 
it was agreed, that Mrs. Taylor fhould pro- 
ceed on the journey, the friend whofe inten- 
tion 
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tion it was to have accompanied her back 
having been left extremely ill at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle. There was no Englifli family in 
whofe care I could leave her at Venice j and 
fire was not only willing but extremely de- 
lirous to accompany me in the fatiguing 
journey that I had undertaken. 

I find it here extremely proper to obferve, 
that to repofe too much truft in matters of 
this kind in any fubordinate agent mufl ever 
be wrong. In place of agreeing with the 
mafter of a Sclavonian fhip, which was done 
for us, and who belonged to a nation unculti- 
vated and ftvage, Mr. Watfon would have 
done well to have agreed with the com- 
mander of a fmail Englifh brig then in the 
harbour, and ready to fail for the ifland of 
Zante; from whence v/e could cafily have 
procured a pafTage to any port in the Levant. 
The circumftance of an Englifh veffel being 
at Venice was kept a profound fecret : and 
I cannot help thinking, that for a fmail fum 
we were put on board of a fhip, badly man- 
ned, a bad failer, and fubjedt to every in- 
convenience and difadvantage : for, after a 
tedious and difagreeable pafTage to Zante, 
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we found that the Englifh brig had arrived 
more than three weeks before us, was loaded, 
and had failed for England, and that we were 
necelfitated to hire another veffel at the ex- 
pence of 200 guineas, in order to profecute 
our voyage. Let me caution travellers 
againft Sclavonians in particular, and againft 
the artifices of all menial agents whatfoever. 

It is proper to mention, before leaving the 
continent, that caih is eafily procurable at all 
large towns on the circular notes of London 
bankers. Their correfpondents, to whom 
you are introduced by a circular letter, are 
numerous, and you are paid the exact value 
of whatever you depofit in their hands in Lon- 
don, without deduction or abatement of any 
kind. The utility of this plan is univerfally 
acknowledged by all travellers who have ufed 
thefe notes, and highly merits the attention of 
the public, and of which funher notice will 
be taken. From fome extraiits procured at 
the India Houfe, Triefte was pointed out as a 
very favourable port for embarkation to the 
Levant. In order exadlly to afcertain this 
point, I addrefled the Conful, Mr. Stan- 
ley, from Infpruck, the 5th of September, on 
the fubjedt, requefting him to write me at 
Vot. I. G Venice. 
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Venice, from whence the paflage is not more 
than thirty -fix hours when the wind is fair. 
That gentleman replied under date the 13th 
September, by informing me, “ There was 
“ no velTel bound to the coaft of Syria j the 
“ only ihip for the Levant was one loading 
“ for Conftantinople, and which would 
“ depart the end of the month j” adding, 
“ fhould you think it more expedient to hire 
a veffel, I imagine Venice a more proper 
“ place than Triefte.” 

Without attention to the marine divifion 
of time, I fhall commence my fea journal ; 
which, although dull and uninterefting, 
is neverthelefs neceflary for the information 
of the traveller. 

Friday, 18th September, 1789. At four 
o’clock P. M. of this day we reached the 
Madona del Scarpello St. Anna e St. Anto- 
nio de Padua, 12 miles from Venice, hav- 
ing left that place, after an early dinner, 
about one o’clock, the wind being contrary. 
This vefiTel, with fo many high-founding 
names, was about the burden of 300 tons, 
mounting 18 fix-pounders, and navigated by 
20 Sclavonians. Captain Georgio Woivo- 
dich, the commander, was of the fame na- 
tion. 
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tion, and a native of the Bay of Cattaro in 
Dalmatia. The cabin and ftate-room were 
fmall for the lize of the fhip. Captain 
Woivodich referved for himfelf and his mate 
part of the fteerage, and appropriated the re- 
mainder to our fervants. The mate was the 
only Italian on board, and adted as chief and 
only ofEcer, purfer, fteward, and fecretary : 
for fuch was the ignorance of our com- 
mander, that he could neither read nor write, 
nor did he poflefs the common requifites of 
good breeding. 

September 19th. All this day the wind 
ivas blowing hard and diredbly againft our 
quitting the channel. 

September 20th. To-day the wind was 
much as yefterday, with unpleafant rainy 
weather. 

September 21ft. At four o’clock A. M. 
we weighed anchor, and were towed out of 
the channel by boats, in company of a fmall 
Englilh brig. 

September 22d. We made the coaft of 
Iftriathis morning by eight o’clock, the Ihip 
being clofe in with the town of Rovigno : our 
Captain went on Ihore, and returned in two 
hours with fome fine grapes, vegetables, and 
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bread — Stood along a rocky and barren Ihore, 
and paffed the Cabo di Iftria with moderate 
weather. 

September 23d. PalTed the iflands of 
Ozerot and St. Pedro — moderate and fair 
weather, with light breezes. 

September 24th. This morning coalfed 
the long ifland, which is apparently barren, 
without houfes or culture of any kind, and 
abounding with volcanic hills — Weather mo- 
derate, with light breezes — During the night 
we paffed very near to the fmall iflands of 
St. Andre, Leflia, &c. and before fun-fet the 
ifland of Agofta was in fight. 

September 25th. In the night heavy 
fqualls with much rain — Paffed Agofla, as wc 
did alfo the ifland of Melida in the evening. 

September 26th. Paffed the little republic 
of Ragufa in the night. This place pays an. 
annual tribute to the Turks of 20,000 piaf- 
tres, and enjoys a confiderable trade. This 
morning three Venetian row-galleys paffed 
us for the Bay of Cattaro. This being the 
port in Dalmatia mentioned in the agree- 
ment with the Sclavonian, we entered the 
harbour at half pafl; twelve o’clock, and fa- 
luted the fort of Caftle Novo with three 

guns. 
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guns, which was immediately returned. 
There being but little wind, it was not till five 
o’clock that we call anchor within half a 
mile of the fhore, where there is deep water, 
and not far diflant from the fort: at this place 
we had reafon to expedl a detention of no 
more than two days, and indeed there was 
but little profpedt of fpending comfortably a 
much longer time : the country round us 
appeared very mountainous, with no culti- 
vation: grapes, it is true, grew on the Tides 
of the hills, clofe down to the water-fide, 
but no appearance of grain of any kind. 
The tops of the mountains were cov'ered 
with volcanic lava, which is the cafe all 
over the Dalmatian coaft, and exhibits a very 
barren and forbidding afpedt. 

The bay itfelf is deep, large, and commo- 
dious, and completely land-locked. From 
the Bocca or mouth of the bay to the town 
of Cattaro the diftance is about eighteen 

O 

miles. Cattaro is the laft town in Venetian 
Dalmatia, the inhabitants of which are <rene- 

O 

rally termed Sclavonians, from fpeaking the 
language, and ufing the arms and drefs of 
Sclavonia. It is very probable that they ori- 
ginally are defcended from the fame flock ; 
but the general ufe of the language is re- 
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markable, this being the mother of the Ruf- 
fian, Polifh, Hungarian, and Bohemian. The 
day after our arrival we accompanied our 
commander to Caftle Novo, whither he and 
his crew went to perform mafs. The forti- 
fications are now in a very ruinous flate, 
and are daily becoming more fo, as no 
money is allowed to be expended for the 
purpofe of repairs j they are extenfive, and 
cover the hill from the fide of the bay almofl: 
to the top. The garrifon confifls of about 
fifty foldiers, the rnofl horrid figures I ever 
faw: the houfes are few, and thofe very 
mean and poorly built. We could not pro- 
cure any refrefhment but at a miferable 
cook’s-fhop, kept for the ufe of the foldiers. 
This day being Sunday, and market-day with 
the inhabitants, we had -an opportunity of 
feeing the people from the country, who 
came to difpofe of their fruit, eggs, and but- 
ter ; their appearance befpoke much of a fa- 
vage nature. The men were all armed and 
difcinguilhed by a peculiar ferocity of af- 
peeb : they are, as well as the women, well 
made, llrong and healthy, and both remark- 
ably neat and clean in their drefs. Having 
determined to fee the town of Cattaro, we 
hired a boat for ourfelves, and on the 28th 
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we fet out from the Ihip. The bay in its 
courfe to this place wanders amongft the 
mountains, and feems like diftindl lakes, 
communicating with each other. At the 
foot of the mountains, villages and houfes 
are fcattered about, and the country appears 
fruitful in vines, with a little grain : but the 
people feem to apply themfelves chiefly to 
the building of boats, as we faw many on 
the flocks, and others repairing. 

The town of Cattaro extends about half 
a mile from the extremity of the bay to the 
foot of a very elevated mountain. The 
works, after furrounding the town, afeend 
in a zig-zag to the fummit, which gives 
it, at a diftance, a very romantic, and at 
the fame time a formidable appearance. 

On landing from the boat, we walked to 
a little coffee-houfe in the town, where 
we were Toon joined by feveral of the prin- 
cipal officers, who behaved with great 
attention and politenefs. Count Gregorino, 
a native nobleman of “confiderable landed ' 
property in the neighbourhood, amongft 
others, introduced himfelf, and attended us 
to the houfes of the Commodore of the Ma- 
rine and the military commanding officer. 

G4 We 
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We had the opportunity of feeing every 
perfon in the place to the heft advantage ; 
for the two galleys which we accompanied 
to Caftle Novo conveyed from Venice the 
new governor, and whofe inftallation took 
place this day. It is cuftomary to relieve 
the governments fubordinate to the ftate 
every three years, and it is a matter con- 
duced with no little ceremony : the troops 
were drawn up on the ramparts, and a mili- 
tary guard at the landing-place, where he 
was received by all the public officers, at- 
tended by the principal inhabitants, who 
conduced him to the palace under a falute 
from the guns of the fort ; the troops after- 
wards fired three volleys. 

After dining at the beft tavern in the place, 
we were vifited by the Brigadier or com- 
manding officer. This gentleman was eafy 
and communicative j he produced a corref- 
pondence with General Elliot and Commo- 
dore Cofby, of which he was -exti'emely 
vain ; numberlefs compliments were be- 
ftowed by him on the gallant defender of 
the old rock, and on the Englifh nation in 
general. His command here did not much 
exceed one complete regiment, with a few 

artillery 
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artillery men. I could not refrain from 
betraying a fmile when he talked of the 
ftrength of the place, and termed it little 
Gibraltar. The Montenegrines, who are 
the inhabitants of the adjoining mountain, 
and the Turks, who are likewifc in the vici- 
nity, he faid, obliged him to ufe great cir- 
cumfpeilion ; neither of thefe people are even 
allowed to enter the gates of the town, 
which are regularly lliut before dark, and are 
again opened by day-light. The favage na- 
ture of the Montenegrines occafion great 
alarm to the Venetians, who are fo apprehen- 
live of a furprize from this quarter, that the 
public markets are held outfide of the walls. 
Their little territory is fituated on the confines 
of Scutari and Albania, from whence they 
carry on a continual predatory war againft 
the Turks, to whom they are implacable 
enemies : this enmity is cultivated from the 
tendereft years ; and it is cuftomary for the 
mother to preferve a rag dipped in the fa- 
ther’s blood, provided he had fallen by the 
hands of the Turks, and which is daily 
fhown to the children from the firft dawn of 
reafon to the years of manhood. Abbe For- 
tis, in his Travels in Dalmatia, relates the 

fame 
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fame circuniftance of the Morlachi. He ob« 
obferves, “ that as their friendfhips are 
“ ftrong and facred, fo their quarrels are 
“ commonly unextinguifhable ; they pafs 
from father to fon, and the mothers fail 
■“ not to put their children in mind of their 
“ duty, to revenge the father if he has the 
“ misiortune to be killed, and to fhow them 
“ often the bloody Ihirt and arms of the 
“ dead.”- The ideas of barbarians muft 
ever be the fame ; but we remember a fimilar 
fentiment in more polifhed and civilifed 
fociety, Anthony, King of Navarre, when 
afked by Francis the Second of France into 
the apartment where he was politively told 
he would be put to death, “ If they kill 
“ me,” fiid he to one of his gentlemen, 
“ carry my fhirt all bloody to my wife and 
“ fon; they will read in my blood what they 
“ ought to do to revenge it.” 

The Brigadier having taken leave. Count 
Gregorino attended us to view the church, 
where we faw many relics of martyrs and 
faints, with a long etcetera of church orna- 
ments in gold and filver not deferving of a 
moment’s attention. We returned home to 
the Count’s houfe, where we were entertained 

with 
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witli coffee, melons, and other refrefhments^ 
The Count was in the habit of being civil 
and attentive to all our countrymen, who un- 
fortunately for them are under the neceffity 
of vifiting Cattaro. He produced a book 
wherein he requefted we would feverally in- 
fert our names, and in which our predccef- 
fors had fet us the example. Amongft other 
names, I obferved that ot General Hartley, a 
man whofe charadler as a foldier renders him 
valuable to his country, and his amiable 
manners endearing to fociety. 

Our repaft being finifhed, the Count ac- 
companied us on board the galleys, where 
we were foon after honoured with a vilit 
from the Commodore’s family, confiding of 
> his wife, fon, and two daughters. The 
fon, who was an officer belonging to the 
galleys, was fo polite as to order the flaves 
to their oars, for the purpofe of fhowing us 
how orders were given by a pipe or boatf- 
wain’s call to thofe unhappy wretches, who 
are moflly chained to the benches. It was 
with difficulty we could prevent the young 
gentleman from firing a falute ; an^l we had 
preffing invitations from the ladies, who pof- 
feffed very agreeable and engaging manners, 

to 
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to tlrink tea on iliore, and to remain all night 
at Cattaro. The civility we experienced at 
this place, as entire flrangers, without any 
introdu(Tion, mull: appear driking ; and I 
iliould feel it an act of injuftice not to ac- 
knowledge the obligations we were under, far 
lefs deprive them of any fhare of that praife 
which is due to their hofpitality and kindnefs. 
Fatigued with the variety of the day, we 
were glad to return to our boat towards 
duik of the evenings one of the men having 
got very drunk, became exceedingly noify 
and troublefome ; he was an intelligent fel- 
low, but at the fame time a bold determined 
villain. When the fumes of the liquor had 
fomewhat evaporated, he recounted to us the 
different murders that had been lately com- 
mitted in that part of the country. As for 
himfelf, he had only killed one man : it was 
true, he faid, he was obliged to fly his vil- 
lage from the apprehenfion of the deceafed’s 
brother, who had vowed revenge ; but as the 
diflance was only eighteen miles, he could 
eafily fee his friends and relations whenever 
he thought fit. Such is the wretched ftate 
of Venetian police, that murderers and raf- 
cals of every defcription may eafily evade 
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the punifhment of the law, by removing 
from one diftridt to another for they arc 
never fought after out of that where the 
murder is committed, and even that crime 
may, by the agreement of the relations of 
the perfon who has fuffered death, be com- 
muted for gold. The Venetians themfelves 
are by no means backward in acknowledg- 
ing the defedl in their laws, which they attri- 
buted to the true caufe, the imbecility of 
their government. Apprehenhve of revolt, 
they regard the Sclavonian inhabitants of 
Dalmatia as the bell feamen and foldiers of 
the Hate ; and by permitting amongft them- 
felves the free cxercife of their fierce and fa- 
vage difpofition, they bind them more effec- 
tually to their intereft, than if a contrary 
condudl was obferved, and juffice done as 
in other countries. In this it would be 
deemed oppreffion, and fit very reludtantly 
on the haughty and implacable fpirit of a 
Sclavonian. There being but little wind to 
affift us in our paflage, and even what we 
had not very fair, we did not reach the jfhip 
till twelve o’clock at night. Next morning, 
as the ftipulated period for our flay here was 
expired, we made a reprefentation of this to 
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Ae Captain, who gave us for anfvver that the 
fliip was leaky. After much altercation he 
agreed to fail in the evening, or early the 
follow'ing morning. To fpcnd the day, Mr. 
Blackader and myfelf went on firore to fhoot. 
In wandering amongd the vineyards, we 
were accofted by a man in the Italian drefs, 
who was attending his people in gathering 
grapes and preffing the juice : he civilly of- 
fered us his new wine, and loaded our fer- 
vant with fruit. This perfon was a pro- 
prietor of land, and kept a Ihop in the moun- 
tains, where he fold to the country people 
gunpowder, Ihot, tobacco, and fuch other 
articles as were beft fuited to their w'ants. 
He had travelled to Venice, where he had 
feen fomething of civilifed manners, and ap- 
peared to regret the uncultivated Hate in 
which the minds of his countrymen were 
immerged. On my expreffing a defire to 
know in what eftimation their women were 
held, he informed me, that the men were 
extremely jealous and fevere ; that they had 
little caufe for the former, as virtue was pre- 
dominant amongft the fair fex ; and point- 
ing to a pretty-faced girl, who was gathering 
grapes at a little difiance, he affured me, 

that. 
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■that, notwithftanding his afliduity and atten* 
tion, combined with the advantages which 
he might expedl to derive from. his fituation, 
he could never obtain the fmalleft favour. 
We advanced a few fleps to view more 
clofely this charming innocent ; but our 
friend, perceiving the return of her father 
with the horfes that had conveyed fome new- 
made wine from the field, begged of us to 
retire. Our notice of the old man’s daugh- 
ter had not efcaped him ; for he turned to 
his mailer with rage in his countenance, 
and delired him, as we were informed, to 
delill from any delign on his child^^ for 
whom he looked to a virtuous connedlion ; 
and that if he dared to dilhonour her, he 
would llrike his knife to his heart. I can- 
not help imagining that the old man had 
very great grounds for fufpicionj but, be 
that as it may, we took our leave, convinced 
there was danger in making love to a hand- 
fome Sclavonian. It has been jullly re- 
marked, that favages are more jealous than 
the cultivated race : and we cannot help ob- 
ferving, that levity in women is more and 
jaaore. encouraged by ^refinement of maniKers, 

and 
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and advances hand in hand with the riches 
and luxury of their country. 

Game is extremely fcarce in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cadle Novo, and I cannot 
fay that hfh is plenty : in flrort, we no 
w’herc experienced fuch bad living or lefs 
comfort than daring our flay at this place. 
It w'as not to be wmndered at if our pati- 
ence was exhaufted ; for, although our 
Captain w'as engaged by a folemn promife 
to fail laft night (September 30) or early 
this morning, it w^as not till two P. M. that 
he could be prevailed on to get under weigh. 
With a light wind, and the tide in our fa- 
vour, w'e drove out a little diflance, but 
at eight in the evening it became quite calm. 
We came to an anchor in three fathom, op- 
pofite to Caflle Novo. The Ihip we found 
to be very leaky. 

Odober i. This morning, at feven A.M. 
We weighed anchor with a light wind from 
the S. E. or the Sirocco as it is termed all 
over the Levant. We cleared the bay very 
Howdy, and at twelve o’clock faluted the little 
fort at the entrance of the harbour with three 
guns. By this time it began to blow frelh, 

which 
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which obliged the crew to be at the pump 
every two hours. At five o’clock the wind 
increafed, and our Captain became alarmed. 
He earnefily requefted our permiffion to put 
back : but this we pofitively refufed ; the 
toafts of Dalmatia and Albania were ftill in 
fight. 

2d. The wind all night continued con- 
trary, with heavy rain, and the morning 
did not prefent a very pleafing profpedt. — 
Although the w'eather was hazy, we could 
perceive, at feven A. M. Ragufa on our lar- 
board quarter, and by one o’clock the cur- 
rent had fet fo ftrongly againft us, that the 
Captain was apprehenfive of being driven to 
the leeward of his port. If this fliould have 
proved the cafe, we were fenfible that he 
would not beat up, and we were reluctantly 
obliged to return to Cattaro, where we an- 
chored at five P. M. in much our former fitua- 
tion. We found two galleys from Corfu had 
arrived during our ablence. 

3d. The wind was now in the S. E. 
with very blowing weather, attended with 
inceffant rain. We were now literally pri- 
foners on board. Next day [4th) it conti- 
nued to blow hard, with the wind at S. E. — 
VoL. I. H We 
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We, however, went on fliore, and dined at 
Caftle Novo, having been invited to a mar- 
riage feafl:. The Sclavonians, at this fete, 
exhibited a medley of hofpitality, jealoufy, 
kindnefs, and ferocity : plentiful libations 
ferved only to increale the fervour of thefc 
contending paflions, and to imprefs us ftill 
mure with an unfavourable idea of their bru- 
tal and favage manners. In the evening, on 
our return on board, we received a compli- 
m;:ntary vifit from an officer of one of the 
galleys : this gentleman had been in England, 
the language of which he fpoke with tolera- 
ble fluency. He was commiflioned by Count 
Soranzo, the commanding officer of the gal- 
leys, to requell our company the next day. 

^th. The Count having fent his boat for 
us, we repaired on board to dinner. Every 
mark of attention was fhewn to us on this, 
occafion, and, before we took our leave, he 
inflfted on our coming on board in the morn- 
ing to fpend the day with him. The Count 
remarked, that as the place itfelf was ex- 
tremely inhofpitable, he was more defirous 
of removing the chagrin which muff doubt- 
lefs arife from the fltuation we were in, and 
where nothing but horror could be infpired. 

6th. Wc 
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6tn. We as yet had no change in the wind, 
and confequentlyno veffel had yet left the Bay 
for the Levant. Agreeably to our proihife, we 
again dined with the Count, and experienced 
the fame hofpitality as before. He had on each 
occafion a proportion of his officers at table, 
with whom he appeared to live on terms of 
harmony and friendfhip. A circumfiance 
which occurred this day gave me a very 
fliocking idea of Venetian depravity, and 
the abufe of ariftocratic power, fo very dif- 
ferent from the manners of our own coun- 
try: — two very handfome Venetian women, 
of inferior rank in life, were proceeding as 
paffengers on board the Count’s galley, to 
join their hufbands at Corfu — in fhewing 
us the diffierent apartments and accommoda- 
tion in the veffel, we were introduced into a 
little cabin occupied by thefe ladies : it was 
intimated to my companion, Mr. Blackader, 
that if he chofe to amufe himfelf in a little 
amorous dalliance with either the one or the 
other, or even with both, they ffiould be 
perfectly at his fervice. Not a little afto- 
nifhed at this, we found, on inquiry, that 
an infinuation to this effedl from the Com- 
modore would prove the fiat of Jove ; difo- 
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bcdience would be a crime of the firft mag- 
nitude: neither would this be conlidered as 
an outrage ; for it was a matter in courfe for 
ladies in their fphere to be perfectly com- 
plaifant to the dictates of their fuperiors. 
We joked the Count on the fingularity of 
this privilege ; he in turn ridiculed our fcru- 
pies, and fpoke in raptures of his affability 
and good-humour. This was not all the 
indelicate pradlices we remarked ; for, pro- 
ceeding to the lower deck of the galley, we 
difcovered, by candle-light, the Anglo- Vene- 
tian in a fituation not very proper to be de- 
fcribed, but which a little attention to con- 
venience on the part of the fliip-builder 
might have eafily remedied, and at the fame 
time engaged in a familiar converfation ^vith 
three women, who were employed ironing 
the officers’ linen in an adjoining apart- 
ment, and which was only feparated by a 
thin curtain. The treatment of the crimi- 
nals, who are employed in rowing the gal- 
leys, became alfo a matter of attention: wc 
obferved them almoft naked, lying on the 
benches to which they are chained both day 
and night, their only covering being a finglc 
wrapper, or coarfe blanket ; fuch is the Ve- 
netian 
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netian mode of punifliing delinquents, more 
terrible than death itfelf. If ever in my life 
I felt the glow of fatisfaclion, it was on this 
occafion : proud of being born in a land of 
freedom, where neither the rich nor powerful 
can aflurne, nor the poor and humble will 
obey, mandates contrary to the civd and re- 
ligious conftitutions of the country, and 
\vhere they would rejedt with fcorn and in- 
dignation all attempts and all cuftoms fo 
degrading to human nature and to the laws 
of fociety and focial order. 

yth. Coun^Soranzo did us the honour of 
dining this day on board of our fhip, which 
was fpent with great cheerfulnefs and hila- 
rity; W'e took final leave of this gentleman, 
as he was to fail for Corfu the following day. 

8th. The oars with which thefe galleys are 
provided enables them to make fome progrefs 
in light winds, even although they fliould 
not be favourable ; and by keeping clofe un- 
der the land they are Iheltered equally from 
the violence of the wind and currents fo 
prevalent in the Adriatic. As our fituation 
now became Hill more intolerable, I deter- 
mined to take a furvey of the bay, and en- 
deavour to procure fome other conveyance 
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from this fcene of mifery and horror. — pth. 
Several mafters of veflels, for large fums, of- 
fered to land us at any port on file Levant ; 
but they uniformly refufed to work out of 
the harbour, or to fet fail without a direct 
and leading wind. A Turk from Dulcigno 
wifhed me to make a purchafe of his crazy 
bark at the exorbitant price of 400 che- 
quins, which he agreed to navigate to Alex- 
andria ; but this would by no means anfwer 
our purpofe. In the evening, when we re- 
turned on board, the Captain paid us a vifit : 
he was from the boat people perfectly ac- 
quainted with our intentions of leaving him. 
He now offered to avoid flopping at either 
the iflands of Zante or Candia, and to fail 
on the firfl change of wind ; in this cafe it 
would be neceffary for him to unload his 
cargo for thefe places, and to put it on 
board of other veffels. For this fervice he 
demanded 260 chequins to Cyprus ; and if 
he arrived there in fifteen days, he was to 
receive a farther fum of 40 chequins. I ac- 
■quiefced in thefe terms, and we foon found 
that the people were fet to work to caulk 
the fhip. 

10th. The long-boat was repaired, and 
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fitted up to carry the cargo on board of the 
other veffels which the Captain intended to 
hire at Cattaro. We employed ourfelves 
in laying in our fea flock for the voyage ; 
but on the Captain’s arrival from Cattaro 
he informed us, that he could not pro- 
cure any means to forward his cargo to 
their places of defti nation : he at the fame 
time added, that if we would allow him to 
put in at Zante for a day and a half, that he 
would fail next day. 

iith. Early in the’morning the Captain 
came to induce us to enter into the agree- 
ment propofed lafl night, and offering to 
be towed out of the bay j but the detention at 
Zante was a material objection to our enter- 
ing into any terms where delay was likely 
to accrue, having already experienced too fe- 
verely its bad effedts. After much conver- 
fation and controverfy on this fubjedl, we 
agreed to allow twenty-four hours at Zante, 
but in cafe of failure on his part the writing 
to be void. This the Sclavonian had no idea 
of, and the matter ended. No veffels were 
as yet flirring, and the wind was variable, 
with mild weather. The crew went to mafs 
in the morning, and in th& afternoon, in the 
H 4 abfence 
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abfence of the Captain, who was on fhorc at 
his houfe, we took up our fmall anchor. 

12th. Wind S. E. Much rain in the 
night. 

13th. Wind S. E. All night heavy rain, 
with thunder — weather in the day cloudy, 
with occafional Ihowers. Nothing ftirring 
in the harbour. 

14th. Light winds from the S. by E. 
w'ith rain — the weather very cold, which 
gave us hopes of fnow, which the crew in- 
formed us would change the wind to the 
Tramontane or North. In the evening, 
blowing hard, with three anchors down. 

15th. Wind S. E. by E. Extreme bad 
weather all night, conflant heavy rain, with 
violent gufts of wind. In the forenoon the 
rain continued, bringing with it lightning 
and loud claps of thunder. The clouds very 
heavy and thick, entirely covering to their 
bafe the adjoining mountains : the bay of a 
brownifh hue, from the red earth brought 
down from the hills by many cataracts ; in 
Ihort, our fituation was difmal — no profpedt 
for the better : weather the mod: unpleafant, 
with a wind immediately contrary, and 
likely to continuej 
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i6th. Wind S. E. by E. Some rain in 
the night, with light winds — the morning 
fhovvery. At three P, M. a fnow anchored 
near to Caftle Novo : we fent on board for 
intelligence,' when Ihe proved to have left 
Venice four days before us, and had been at 
fea ever fince. This veffel, M'hofe dedina- 
tion was Corfu, with one hundred and fixty 
foldiers for the garrifon, had experienced as 
well as us violent S, E, winds. The Cap- 
tain tried the Italian (bore, hoping to find a 
change of wind, but to no purpofe. After 
beating many days againft contrary winds, 
and being greatly in want of provifions, he 
determined to put into Cattaro for a fupply. 
As we were almoft without liquor, we ap- 
plied for fome, but to little purpofe, as we 
could only be fpared a few bottles of Englifh 
beer. 

The afternoon proved fqually, with the 
wind variable, and the Captain informed us, 
that for thefe twenty-two years he had not 
witneffed fuch boifterous weather, feveral 
houfes on the fide of the mountains having 
been entirely fwept away by the violence of 
the current from above. 
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i'jth. Wind E. S. E. Hard rain and 
heavy clouds. 

i8th. Wind Eallerly. Light breezes and 
latterly variable — the weather fair, and the 
heavy clouds difperfed. 

19th. Wind Wefterly. This morning all 
the fiiips bound for the Levant got under 
weigh, viz. three large veffels for Smyrna, 
together with fome fmaller for different parts 
of the coaflr, and by ten A..M. they were 
clear of the bay. All this while our Captain 
Ihewed no difpofition to move, notwith- 
ftabding that he had alTured us, in the mod: 
pofitive manner, that his velfel, on a change 
of wind, fliould be the firft to get away^ 
This man appeared to us to be fettling bufi- 
nefs on fhore, and we afterwards learnt that 
a family quarrel was the caufe of his delay. 
After repeated melfages from us, he came 
on board at ten at night, when he gave it 
out that he meant to weigh in two hours. 
Having loft the favourable opportunity of 
the morning breeze, it was now out of his 
power to ftir j for a little brig, clofe in with 
Caflle Novo, attempted to clear the bay 
about eleven o’clock, but was foon entirely 
becalmed under the hills. 
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20th. We began to weigh before day^ 
break, and it was not till eight A. M. that 
our anchors were up. At this time it was a, 
perfed: calm, with the tide in our favour, 
and the boat was employed in towirig the 
fhip’s head round. At two o’clock a little 
breeze fprung up from the N. W. which 
continued to increafe till the evening, when 
it proved a fine wind. 

2 ill. A frefh breeze all night from the 
Northward — early in the morning palfed 
Diirazzo. The coafl; of Albania and three 
ftiips in fight; 

22d. Wind N. V/. Light breezes and 
fair weather^in the morning Corfu and the 
ifle of Fanus a-head. Six veffels in fight. 

23d. Very little wind all night — in the 
morning a light breeze from the N. N. W. 
with fair weather. Faffed the illand of 
Corfu. 

24th. Little wind in the night — in the 
morninga light breeze from N. W. Iri fight 
the iflands of St. Maure and Cephalonia, 
with nine Ihips. 

25th. Firft part of the night, wind as 
above — in the morning the wind fhifted to a 
fmart breeze from the S. S. E. attended with 
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rain, St. Maure and Cephalonia bore from 
us nearly as yefterday at fun-fet. 

The wind being high and extremely 
fqually, our Captain was afraid to carry fail, 
by which means we made no incredible deal 
oi leeway : he now begged our permiffion to 
get into port j but our experience of his for- 
mer condudl taught us to deny the requell; : 
we therefore continued working off and on 
till fun-fet, at which time the illand of Zantc 
was in view, diflant about thirty miles. 
Three fhips in fight. 

26th. During the night the wind in- 
creafed to a heavy gale from the S. E. at- 
tended with rain and a great fwell. The 
fhip pitched very much, and took a great 
deal of water; all fail was taken in, and at 
day-light the north end of Cephalonia ap- 
peared on our lee-bow, diftant only four or 
five miles. The fhips in company all re- 
turned to Corfu, while we continued tacking 
off and on under our top-fails ; but we loft 
ground confide rably from bad fteerfmen and 
lee -way. At fun-fet, head N. N. E. fqually 
weather, 

27 th. Light wind in the night from 
E. S. E. — a heavy fea, and our ftiip making 

five 
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five points lee-way. Corfu in fight at day- 
light, At twelve o’clock, blowing hard, 
flood in ihore and tacked within a mile of 
the illand of Paxu. Afternoon calm — and 
at half pall fix P. M. a breeze fprung up 
from the E. N. E. which continued increaf- 
ing. The coafls of Lavadu and Epiro in 
fight. Two fhips in company. 

28th. W'e experienced a brilk gale until 
four o’clock this morning, after which it 
fell calm. — At eight A. M. a breeze from 
the E. by N. Cephalonia was now on out 
weather-bow diftant two miles. At half 
paft eleven the port of Cephalonia on our 
beam, the ifland of Zante difiant about fix- 
teen miles, and the Morea in fight. At 
twelve o’clock the wdnd became variable, 
and the tranfitions fo quick, that there was 
no knowing for a minute together in what 
manner to trim the fails. At fun-fet, Cepha- 
lonia diftant two or three miles, and at feven 
P. M. Zante right a-head, diftant four miles, 
weather'fair. The ifland of Cephalonia has a 
barren appearance to the coaft, but inland it 
carries the appearance of cultivation, vine- 
yards interfperfed with houfes, groves of 
olive trees, and fmail villages. The ifland 
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IS in general mountainous and ftony, parti- 
cularly on this fide. 

29th. Wind E. by S. beating to wind-^ 
ward all night. In the morning, on com- 
paring our fitiiation from that of yefterday at 
fun-fet, we found tltat we had loft ground. 
At ten A. M. wind S. \V. made fail — no 
fliips in fight — a heavy fwcll from the Gulf 
of Patrafs. At half paft ten the wind fliifted 
to E, and E. by N. — tacking all day. 

30th. Light winds in the night from 
the E. by N. as yefterday — a large ftiip with 
Ruftian colours in fight all day — wind va- 
riable. At fun-fet, clofe in with the north 
end of Zante, but almoft calm. Caftle Tor- 
nefi, a fmall Turkifti fort in the Morea op- 
pofite the iftand, was in view with the Ruf- 
fian fhip at anchor. 

31 ft. Laft night moftly calm — in the 
morning, windS. E. with the road of Zante 
on our larboard-bow, where w^e obferved fix 
large fliips at anchor. Many fmall boats 
and Tartans in fight. At half paft nine A. M. 
a fmall boat laden with grain from Cepha- 
lonia came along-fide, bound for the port of 
Zante. The fteerfman came on board, and 
it was determined that Mr. Blackader ftiould 

immediately 
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immediately land at Zante, in order to ufe 
his endeavours to procure fome other means 
of conveyance to the coaft of Syria, the bad 
condud; of the Sclavonian having made out 
ftay with him altogether impoffible. The 
boat people accordingly agreed to row Mr, 
Blackader and his fervant on Ihore for ten 
pauls a piece, value about lixpence each. 
Our Sclavonian Captain had for fome time 
fufpeded our intentions of quitting his fhip, 
and depriving him of the ■prefent he ex- 
pected on landing us at Cyprus. From 
this and other reafons he now acquainted 
us,' that he could not permit of any per- 
fon leaving the fhip till her arrival at 
Zante: when we found that argument had 
no effect, we had recourfe to more violent 
meafures — we reprefented to him our being 
employed on the public fervice of our coun- 
try j that w'e had an ample paffport from the 
State of Venice^ of which he w’as a fubjeCt, 
and we fhould confider a detention of this 
kind as an infult to our nation, and take 
meafures accordingly. To end the difpute, 
he gave us to underftand, that if we at- 
tempted to quit the fhip, he would give 
orders to his people to detain us by force. 

This 
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This declaration was too plain to be mi^- 
imderftood. To give up the point we con- 
lidered as a triumph too great for this Bafhaw, 
and to aft with prudence and refolution re- 
quired fome deliberation. In this dilemma 
it was determined, that Mr. Blackader 
fhould walk over the hde armed, and at the 
lame time to declare the confequences in 
cafe of his being molefted. As the matter 
was now pufhed farther than our Captain 
either wifhed or expefted, he privately fpoke 
to the boat people to influence them to re- 
fufe to fulfil their agreement, alleging, the 
officers of quarantine would make them 
fuffer feverely for landing pafiengers without 
a bill of health, (a circumftance they pre- 
tended they were not aware of when the 
agreement was made): they however con- 
fentcd to carry a letter to the Britilh Confuh 
We informed the Conful of our having in our 
pofleffion difpatches of importance ; that we 
were detained on board a Sclavonian fhip j 
and concluded, by requefting of him to make 
application to the proper power for a boat to 
he fent off and to convey us on Ihore. 

The wind being at this time contrary, 
there could be no certainty as to our arrival 

at 
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at Zante, and a confiderable delay might have 
been prevented by Mr. Blackader’s going on 
fliore in a row-boat, with power to hire 
another Veffel. Our reflexions on this fubjeX 
were not the moft pleafant, independently 
of the infult which had been offered to us. 

All the day the wind continued light and 
variable' — at fun-fet, the ftiips in the road 
appeared plain from the deck. 

November iff. All night little wind and 
variable — at fix in the morning a fmart 
breeze from the E. by N, enabled us to ffand 
in for the port of Zante. 

The fix ffiips before-mentioned proved to 
be part of a Venetian fquadron, confifting 
of four iine-of-battle ftiips and two frigates, 
with an Admiral’s flag flying at his main-top- 
gallant -maff head, — At nine A, M. tacked. 
A Ihip from the S.’E. quarter entered tTie 
harbour and faluted the Admiral with feven 
guns, which he returned with five. In 
pafling we were hailed by all the fhips of 
war, and at half paft ten came to anchor 
within a mile of the town. 

We found feveral fmall veflels riding here, 
moftly from the Levant, and confequently 
performing quarantine, but no Englifti vef- 
VoL. I. J fel 
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lei amongft them. At twelve o’clock the 
boat was ready to take us on Ihore, where 
we accordingly proceeded ; but on our arri- 
val at the Health Office we were informed 
that the officers belongine: to it were eone to 
dinner, and that it would not be open till 
two o’clock, at which hour we were delired 
to return. 

The ports in the Mediterranean, from the 
appreheniions of the plague, are under the 
neceflity of having an eftablilhment of this 
kind, in order to examine the palTes of all 
Ihips, and the bills of health of the palTen- 
gers granted at the port from whence they 
laft failed : from the nature and purport of 
thefe pafTcs it is determined whether the 
vellcl obtains pratique or clearance, or ffiali 
undergo quarantine, and for what length of 
time. 

Quarantine differs very materially in the 
Mediterranean, and feldom is lengthened to 
the exadl number of forty days, frequently 
eighteen only being deemed neceffary. It is 
of great confequence for a traveller to have a 
bill of health feparate from the crew, for the 
fake of difpatch. This is obtained at a fmall 
expence ; and he fliould alfo be particular to 

which 
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which port he repairs if coming from the 
Levant ; . fome ports are more ftrift than, 
others, and the preference is to be given 
where the time you are detained is fhorteftj 
and the accommodations to be met with in 
the Lazaretto are good. 

At two o’clock we accordingly returned 
to the Health Office, where we found the 
Affiftant to the Britiffi Conful waiting to 
receive us. This gentleman’s name Was 
Forrefti ; by his means, although the office 
is particularly ftrid, we found little diffi- 
culty in landing. We were conduced by 
him to the houfe of Mr. Sargent, the 
Conful, to whom we had letters from Mr. 
Richie at Venice. Mr. Sargent, who was 
at this time a very old man, received us 
politely } and when we had told him of the 
manner in which our Sclavonian Captain had 
conducted himfelf towards us, he offered to 
procure immediate juftice, by complaining 
of him to Admiral Emo, the officer com- 
manding the fquadron in the harbour. This 
we however declined, as it was our intention 
to vilit the Admiral when we could become 
our own advocates. We took leave, and 
before returning on board paid our refpeds 
I 2 to 
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to Mr. Strani, an opulent merchant of Zante, 
whofe civility and attention to Grangers Mr. 
Forrefti wifhed us to experience. In juflice 
to him and his amiable wife we muft ac- 
knowledge, that w'e received from them the 
kindef: treatment during our flay. In the 
morning, Mr. Forrefti came to us in a 
proper boat, in which he propofed we fhould 
pay our refpetds to the Admiral : civility is 
feldom thrown away, and in this inftance 
we were abundantly repaid. The good Ad- 
miral was affable in the extreme, and fo 
willing and ready did he appear to aflift and 
forward us in the profecution of our voyage, 
that w^e found a fair opening to ftate our fitu- 
ation in the Sclavonian Ihip ; he paid every 
attention to the recital, and promifed us 
ample fatisfadtion. In our prefence he gave 
orders that the Captain fhould attend on board 
on a certain day, with politive inftrudlions 
that he Ihould, in the mean-time, ufe all 
difpatch in difeharging the veflel ; and 
fhould he want boats for the purpofe, thofe 
belonging to the fleet fiiould be fent. The 
Admiral requefted our company to dinner 
on that day, when w'e fhould be prefent at 
the renrimand and admonition w hich he in- 
tended 
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tended to give him. After the converfation 
ended, which turned much on the hate of 
politics in Europe, we went on fhore, and 
took up our abode in the houle of Mr. For- 
refti, — Here let me pay a tribute to the 
virtues of Admiral Emo, for he is now no 
more. He died in the fervice of the Repub- 
lic, in the enjoyment of the fupreme com- 
mand of the Mediterranean fleet, and what 
is ftill better, in the full pofleflion of the 
efteem and veneration of his countrymen; 
who frequently declared, that no fucceflbr 
equal in profeflional abilities, in honour, or 
integrity, was to be found in the ftate ! 

The ifland of Zante is fituated in Lat. 
37 * 53 * Long. 21. 3. E. twenty-four 
miles in length, and twelve in breadth : it is 
inhabited by upwards of 60,000 people, 
whereof 20,000 are in the town of Zante. 
The inhabitants are chiefly of the Greek 
church, excepting the officers of govern- 
ment, who are generally Catholics of the 
Roman church. They are remarkably jea- 
lous of their women, and in confequence 
frequently commit the mofl horrid murders : 
and as they are good markfmen, they will 
fltoot their objedl at a confiderable diftance, 
I 3 and 
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and afterwards make their efcape and elude 
the purfuit of juftice. The fruit of the 
ifland is exquifite, particularly their peaches, 
oranges, and currants ; of the latter, the 
produce is twelve millions of pounds annu-? 
ally, all which are exported : the currant 
is a fmall grape, originally from Corinth, 
from which circtimftance it derives its name. 

The walks and valleys are delightful, and 
they have fome pleafant country houfes, 
where the inhabitants retire for health or 
amufement. The ifland is much fubjedl to 
earthquakes j the ftrong fprings of bitumen 
evinces the volcanic matter in the bowels of 
the earth, and thefe frequent convulfions of 
nature are therefore not to be wondered at. 

The caftle, which is fituated on an eminence 
above the town, is an old work, and now 
in ruins. It formerly had a governor, but 
the military force is very inconfiderable, and ^ 
what there are being undifeiplined, and 
much addicted to thieving. 

During my flay at this ifland I had an 
opportunity of forming fome idea of the 
charadler of the modern Greeks, and of 
becoming acquainted with many circum- 
flances relative to that people, from, the befl 

and 
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and moft undoubted authorities. Amongft 
others, I was under particular obligations to 
Mr. Speridion Forrefti for his intelligent 
communications. This gentleman was by 
birth a Qenoefe, had been fettled in Zante for 
many years, and adted as Britilb Conful, for 
the infirmities of Mr. Sargent prevented his 
fulfilling the duties of his office. Mr. For- 
refti’s merit, and his fervices to the Englifh, 
was often evinced ; but it was more confpi- 
cuoufly fo in the bold and fuccefsful attempt 
by which he regained and reftored to the in- 
furers the Grand Duchefs of Tufcany, an 
Englifit velTel, with a cargo on board va- 
lued at no lefs a fum than 8o,oool. In the 
voyage from Leghorn, the was feized by a 
noted pirate of the name of Vifcillie, who, 
with only three others, had entered on board 
as common feamcn. After killing the chief 
mate and helmfman, off the ifland of Corfica, 
and turning the paffengers and crew on fhore, 
which was fuffered in a manner, I muft fay, 
derogatory to the charadler of Englifhmen, he 
failed for Zante, and caff anchor on the eafl; 
fide of the ifland, -with a view to obtain fea- 
men to condudl the prize to fome market where 
be might difpofe gf the property. In this fitu- 

I 4 ation. 
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ation, being unable to procure the neceflary 
alliftance, and information being received by 
Mr. Forrefti of the true Hate of the cafe, 
he determined to retake the Ihip, and ac- 
cordingly fet out with a party of twenty 
men, the greateft part of whom he concealed 
behind a ridge of rocks, in the large boat in 
which he had left Zante : taking the fmall 
boat with four trufty, determined fellows, 
with concealed arms, he rowed towards 
the fhip, but on coming along-fide he was 
pohtively refufed admittance on board. — 
After a parley of half an hour, Vifcellic 
agreed to receive him fingly. The pirate 
candidly acknowledged to Mr. Forrefti the 
manner in which he had obtained pofleflion 
of the fhip, but refufed, on any terms, to 
deliver her up. They went to the great cabin, 
where they drank plentifully of grog. A 
barrel of gunpowder and a match was placed 
on the table, with a fentinel ready to blow 
up the veflel on any appearance of coercion. 
Returning to the quarter deck, Mr. Forrefti 
found the opportunity w-ould be loft if he 
quitted the ftiip before effedting his purpofe, 
as the wind was fair, and the pirate had de- 
termined that evening to cut the cables, for 

he 
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he could not raife the anchor, and to truft his 
prize with the Greeks of the Morea. With 
the moft undaunted, refolution Mr. Forrefti 
drew a piftol from his pocket, with which 
he wounded Vifcillie under the left breaft. 
The monfter endeavoured to give the con<. 
certed fignal to the fentinel below, by ftamp- 
ing with his foot on the deck j but this was 
prevented by the adlivity of Mr. Forrefti, 
who tripped up his heels, when he fell with 
violence againft one of the quarter-deck 
guns. The Zanteze feamen in the boat 
were now called on board, who immediately 
fecured Vifcillie’s companions, and particu- 
larly the perfon below, who, feeing his 
chief wounded and a prifoner, had not fuffi- 
cient firmnefs to execute his dreadful pur- 
pofe. Thus, by the means of one man, was 
a valuable (hip and cargo refcued from the 
hands of a pirate, whofe indefatigable zeal 
in the purfuit of villany, his courage, his 
addrefs, and enormities, leaves him fcarcely an 
equal. Vifoillie w'as a native of Dalmatia, 
of low extradlion, but whofe mind was ca- 
pable of executing the moft determined en- 
terprizes. At one time he was made pri- 
foner 
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foner by the \"enetians, at Caftle Novo, in 
the bay of Cattaro, when, to effed; his ef- 
cape, he had the addrefs to prevail on the 
fentinel under whofe charge he was to rob 
his officer, f^t himfelf at liberty, and even to 
accompany him in his flight. Strange to re- 
late, that at the diftance of a few miles from 
the place of his confinement, he had the 
atrocity to murder his liberator for the fake 
of a booty amounting to no more than four- 
teen V^enetian chequins ! 1 ! 

Mr, Forrefti was handfomely rewarded 
for his bravery and refolution, and was ap- 
pointed Britifli Conful at Zante on the death 
of Mr. Sargent. We confided in this gen- 
tleman to forward us on our voyage ; and as 
%ve had fully determined to quit the Sclavo- 
nian fhip, it became neceffiary to confult him 
on the fubjed. When he ccnlidered, from 
the latenefs of the feafon, the little proba- 
bility of any veflel arriving at Zante in her 
way to the Levant, he had fome thoughts 
of trufting us to the care of the Mainnottes. 
Tbefe people are famous for their fkill in 
the management of their boats, whofe fwift- 
nefs is remarkable; and had not the arri- 
val 
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val of an Englifh veflel afforded us relief, 
we.fhould have gladly accepted the pro- 

The Mainnottes are the wretched remains 
of the ancient Lacedemonians. The high 
and rusjred mountains that run from north 
to fouth, and lofe themfelves in Cape Mata- 
pan, the Tenara of the ancients, form the 
moft foutherly headland of the Morea; 
whilft the bay of Coron, formerly called 
Meffina, occupies the weft, and the bay of 
Colochina, or- Laconick Gulf, the eaftward 
of the Cape. 

The Mainnottes poflefs a charadter differ- 
ent from any people in modem Europe. 
Of the Greek church they are alike the 
enemy of the Chriftians and the Turks. Pi- 
rates by fea, robbers by land ; oppofed to 
corfairs of all denominations, they feem to 
regard themfelves as privileged plunderers 
on t|ae deep. Reftrained by no laws, human 
or divine, they are neither juft to themfelves, 
to their neighbours, or their friend. Cuftom, 
which becomes fecond nature, fandlions, 
and even the religion of the Mainnottes ap- 
proves the word: of crimes. The dexterity of 
the Spartans is here refined into fyftem and 

maturity. 
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maturity*. In niofl: countries religion is at 
Icall a feeble clieck to irregularities, and has 
a tendency to guard the property of others : 
in this the Calogers, or monks, from their 
cells and caves, are the fpies and lentinels 
to give warning of the approach of veflels. 
On their appearance they pioufly turn out to 
encourage the banditti, and to partake of 
their plunder. Tliey demand the tenths of 
the church, and by this means religion be- 
comes a cloak to their infamy and knavery. 
The vices of the Mainnottes are many, their 
virtues few. Were they deprived of cou- 
rage, and the independence of their nature, 
there could no where be met fo defpicable a 
race. Unworthy to alTociate with any na- 
tion, they form no alliances, but depend on 
themfelvcs, the ftrength of their country, 
and their own inlignificance. 

They are dextrous in handling the oar, 
and in ufing the fail ; their veffels being 
alike adapted for both purpofes. The beft- 

* Lycurgus, the Lacedemonian laav-giver, with a 
view to render the citizens dextrous and cunning, or- 
dained that the children fhould be pradlifed in thieving, 
andthofe whow'ere caught in the fadt fhould be feverely 
whirr>':d. — M ontesqjieu. 
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failing Turkifh or Venetian galleys fall very 
fliort, either of the (kill of their feamen, or 
the fwiftnefs of their cruizers ; and the cir- 
cumftance of their drawing little water, and 
being able, w’hen purfued, to run into fhal- 
low creeks, gives them a decided advantage. 

The Brazzo de Maina, as their country 
is termed, contains about 40,000 fouls — the 
tops of its mountains are frequently covered 
with fnow, whilfl the bottom affords trood. 
pafturage for their numerous herds of cattle 
and goats — their grapes are delicious, and 
make wine not inferior to that of Lepanthe, 
efteemed the beft in Greece. Game they 
have in abundance, particularly quails: thefe, 
when falted, afford them an agreeable and 
wholefomefood, but thi plenty of wild hogs, 
bears, and deer, is altogether incredible. 

The fineft water in the world is diflilled 
from their mountains, and running ftreams 
interfed: the country more than any other 
of the , fame extent. What luxury is here 
for the gratification of fo abandoned a peo- 
ple ! It is faid, that the mountain of Te- 
nara yields rock cry Hal, minerals df various 
kinds, and even fome precious ftones.- — In 
the midft of this mountain is an extraordi- 
nary 
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nary crater, very wide, and of an immenfc 
depth. This opening was by the ancient 
Greeks confecrated to Neptune, and is now 
fuppofed by the ignorant Mainnottes to be 
the gateway of the devil, by which he vifits 
the earth. By the Lacedemonians it w^as 
efteemed one of the gates of hell, in the 
fame manner as the lake Peneus was fup- 
pofed to be another, and the fource of the 
Styx. Hercules w'as reputed to have en- 
tered the Tenarean crater, when he con- 
quered and carried off the triple-headed Cer- 
berus when defending the infernal manfion 
of his mafter PlutOi 

The Mainnottes idill remain in a confider^ 
able degree independent of the Turks, and 
are divided into tw'o xaces ; — the inhabitants 
of the fouthern diftribl are denominated by 
the Turks Cacovougvris, or “the Rafcals of 
the Mountain,” while thofe who polfefs the 
low country to the northward are lefs fa- 
vage and ferocious. They maintain a re- 
publican government, at the head of which 
are their Papas or Priefls of the higher order, 
to w'hom are joined one or two of their moil 
opulent families. There is no doubt but 
their entire fubjugation could be eafily ef- 

feded. 
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felled, were it ferioufly undertaken ^ but as 
I have already obferved, they are too infigni- 
ficant; and befides, they are now bridled 
with citadels and garrifoned with Janizaries, 
which makes them cautious of plundering 
the Turks as they formerly ufed to do. 

In former times, and indeed not much above 
a century ago, the piracies of the Mainnottes 
were fliocking to humanity. When a Turkifh 
velTel was captured by them, they repaired 
to Malta and fold the crew : when a limilar 
misfortune happened to a Chrillian, the 
Turks became the purchafers; and it was no 
uncommon matter for a Mahometan to bar- 
gain with a Mainnotte to feize and carry 
into llavery fome particular Chriftian w'hofe 
fortune or fituation might excite his envy — 
fo little fcrupulous were they in this refpedt, 
that the wife or child of their iteighbour was 
equally obnoxious to their arts. So much 
terror and dread did this unnatural traffic 
occaiion amongft themfelves, that when any 
of their famous corfairs were preparing for 
fea, the handfome women and children were 
carefully fecured, lejft they ihould be flolen 
and fold into other countries. On this fub- 
jedl a pleafant ftory is related of two famous 

corfairs 
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corfairs of the year 1669: — Theodora and 
Anapliottis, friends and neighbours, con- 
riefted by hniilaritv of profeffion and difpo- 
lition, were married to handfome women. 
It happened, in the divifion of a Venetian 
prize, that a quarrel enfued between thefe 
venders of their fellow-creatures — each in 
his turn vowed revenge. Theodora fuc- 
ceeded in feizing on the wife of Anapliottis, 
and carried her for fale on board a Maltefc 
cruizer, then at anchor in the road of 
Mainna. The conrunander of the Maltefe 
refufed to give the price demanded ; urged 
his having on the fame day purchafed a more 
beautiful woman for a lefs fum: and, to 
convince him of the truth, he ordered her to 
be produced. Theodora was aftonilhed to 
behold his wife, who, in like manner, had 


been carried away by the ftratagem of Ana- 
pliottis. The mind of Theodora was en- 
raged, and the idea of extricating his own 
was, for the moment, loll in the favage grati- 
fication and revenge of difpofing of the wife 
of the other at the inferior price offered by the 
purchafer. The bargain being finiflied, and 
both wives in the poffcfhon of the Maltefe, 
Theodora repaired to the hnufe of Anapli- 
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ottis — the meeting was of a different nature 
from what might be expedled : he found 
Anapliottis bufily employed in fitting out a 
velTel to attack the Maltefe, and regain the 
fair captive. In place of anger and re- 
proach, they prudently agreed to join their 
forces, and to recover their wives by any 
means that might beft fuit their purpofe ; but 
the purchafer was too judicious to oppofe, 
and quietly gave up what with fafety to him- 
felf he could not retain. The hufbands re- 
turned in triumph to their refpedive houfes ; 
all parties were reconciled ; and mutual for- 
givenefs clofed this extraordinary tranfac- 
tion. 

The enormities of the Mainnottes were at 
laft fufheient to attract the notice of Achmet 
Pafhaw’, Grand Vizier to Mahomet the 
Fourth. To revenge the death of twelve of 
their corfairs, who were, by the orders of 
the Vizier, impaled at Candy, in the year 
1667, audacity to enter the har- 

bour of Candy in the night, and to burn the 
Turkifh fhips under the guns of the fort. 
Their cunning, refolution, and artifice, enabled 
them to offer many other indignities to the 
Turkifh government. To footh, if pofSble, 
VoL. L K their 
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their lavage temper, the Vizier promifecl 
them double price for whatever provifions 
they could fupply his camp before Candy, 
This liberal offer they rejected. Their faft- 
failing velfels frequently intercepted and 
plundered the Turkifli galleys loaded with 
warlike ftores and provifions ; neither was 
their being filled with Janizaries fufficient 
to protedl them. The evil at length became 
fo very alarming, that the moft experienced 
Admiral in the fervice of the I'urks, Halfan 
Baba, was ordered with a fmall fquadron to 
cruize againfi them. On the appearance of 
the Tuikhli fleet on the coaft, the whole 
country was immediately in arms, and the 
w'omen and children in motion to their rug- 
g;ed and almoft inaoceffible mountains, with 
what property they could haflily colledl. 
On this occafion, a woman of the family of 
Giracaris, being fent to by her hufband, on 
her way to the mountains, to know where 
fhe had depofited his arms, fhe indignantly 
replied, ‘ ‘ Let him come and look to my child, 
and I will occupy his place.” Delivering her 
infant into the hands of an old woman, fire 
colled:ed together thofe of her own fex,. and 
repaired at their head to the place of rendez- 
vous,. 



( i3i ) 

vous, where the men were already in arms, 
waiting the landing of the Turks. In fpite 
of entreaty, they refolved to abide the confe- 
quences of an affault. Haffan Baba, not 
chooling to rifk an attack againft fo deter- 
mined a people, where even their women 
were warriors, attempted to open a negoci- 
ation, but wdthout effedf. His fquadron 
was repeatedly fired on from the fhore, and 
in the night a party of the Mainnottes fwam 
off, and cut the cables of the Turkifh fleet : 
the morning difcovered two of their fhips 
flranded on the beach, and the remaining 
Ihips, from the fhallownefs of the w^ater, in 
no condition to affift them. The crews of 
the ffranded galleys were made prifoners, and 
the Turkifh Admiral put to fea wdth the re- 
mains of his fleet. 

The Vizier, unwilling to pufli matters to 
greater extremities, had recourfe to policy. 
By means of fome Mainnotte prifoners, he 
contrived to fow the feeds of diffention and 
and jealoufy amongfl the people, and he fuc- 
ceeded fo far as to prevail on them to allow 
two citadels to be built, under the pretext of 
protedling their trade, but intended, in fadf, 
K 2 as 
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as a check and control over them. This 
fyftem .of Machiavelian policy appears to 
have been adopted in all nations, and in all 
ages. Fomenting difputes, and exciting 
quarrels in fociety, whether on religious os 
political topics, has ever been made the in- 
flruments of fubverfion. Nations have, by 
this means, become an eafy prey, and the fa- 
vourite axiom, divide et impera, occafioned 
the greatetl public calamities. The drift 
was foon difcovered bv the more feniible of 
the Mainnottes, who, rather than tamely 
fubmic to the voke, made application to the 
Pope to be admitted into the bofom of the 
church, and to an ellablilliment in his tem- 
poral polTellions. This requeft was refufed ; 
and the Grand Duke of Tufeany, to whom a 
fimilar petition had been prefented, alfo de- 
clined. The Turks were feniible of the me. 
rit of the Mainnottes as expert feamen, and 
would gladly have conciliated their good-will 
and friendfhip on any terms. They were of- 
fered exemption from many impofts whicli 
the Chridians and even the Turks are obliged 
to pay, and promifed the free and unlimited 
cxercife of tlieir religion j but it does not ap- 
pear 
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pear that they ever formally bargained away the 
independency of their charadler, or that they 
yet yielded up their liberty to the Turks. 

It may appear fomewhat paradoxical that 
a cruel and ferocious nation flaould want true 
courage. Natural bravery is a paffion too 
fublime and refined to polTefs the breafi; of 
a Mainnotte; but indeed bravery and fero- 
city, courage and cruelty, can never aflb- 
ciate in the human, or even in the animal 
creation. The lion is brave, generous, and 
open ; the tyger cruel, cunning and daf- 
tardly. We have feveral inftances of the 
cowardice of the Mainnottes in open \var, 
and even of their deferting their country al- 
together. The Venetians had a corps of 
Mainnottes during the famous fiege of 
Candy, but it was foon perceived that the 
fpirit of the Spartan heroes no longer ani- 
mated their breafts. In the year 1770 the 
Ruffians attempted, in their favour, a diver- 
fion in the Gulf of Mefljnia. When the town 
of Mifitra was taken by capitulation,- the 
Mainnottes Ilaughtcred men, women, and 
children. This barbarity of conduit drew 
from the Ruffians fevere animadverfion ; but 
as they were not allowed to conduit the war 
K 3 on 
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on their own fanguinary principles, they, to 
a man, deferted the Ruffian army, which 
obliged them haftily to evacuate the Morea. 
Their former predatory excurfions on the 
confines of Meffinia had obliged the Go- 
vernor of Modon to go againft the northern 
Mainnottes, as being the moft affailable, and 
the lead: likely to make refiftance. On this 
intelligence four thoufand embarked in fix 
large veffels, and fet fail for Corfica, in order 
to fettle themfelves at Paomia : but owinc: 
to their ffiips being over full, and a heavy 
florm arifing, not one half of their number 
reached the place of their deffination. Many 
other infiances might be adduced : but we 
do not with to overcharge the picture. 

In taking leave of thefe people, I cannot 
omit quoting the words of a celebrated au- 
thor: “ The firfi Greeks,” fays he, “ were 
“ fmall nations frequently difperfed, pirates 
“ at fea, unjufiatland, without government, 
“ and without laws*.” How nearly this de- 
fcription of ancient Greece approximates to 
its prefent unhappy fituation? What room 
there is for refiebtion, and what a ufeful lef- 



( '35 ) 

fon fliould it teach mankind, when we con- 
lider that the borders of the Mediterranean 
Sea either has been, or even at this moment 
is, the moft luxuriant country in the world ; 
famous for being the feat of learning, of elo- 
quence, and of the arts ; fo fiiperior in all re- 
•fpedfs to the reft of nations, that Montef- 
quieu, in defcribing the fplendour and mag- 
nificence of ancient Greece, juflly obferves ; 
“ What a fource of profperity muft they 
“ have found in thofe games with which 
file entertained, in fome meafure, the 
“ whole globe j in thofe temples to which 
“ all the kings of the earth fent their offer- 
“ ings j in thofe feftivals at which fuch a 
“ concourfe of people ufed to affemble from 
“ all parts ; in thofe oracles to which the 
“ attention of all mankind was diredled; 

“ and, in Ihort, in that exquifite tafte for 
“ polite arts which fhe carried to fuch a 
“ height, that to expedl ever to furpafs her 
“ would be only betraying our ignorance."’ 
Let us now view the reverfe, and contem- 
plate the melancholy picture : — Agriculture 
is negledled, the arts defpifed, arms no longer 
honourable, and an equitable commerce no 
more encouraged. Were 1 to fix on a fpot 
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where any pretenfions to civilization exift, 
and where the people are more abandoned in 
their morals, and more licentious in their 
manners than any others, I fhould turn with 
indignation and forrow to the country ex- 
tending from the Cabo de Iftria, at the ex- 
tremity of the Adriatic, to Cape Matapan, 
the moft foutherly promontory in Europe. 

On a minute inveftigation of the features 
which have fo ftrongly marked the cha- 
radier of the inhabitants of the ftates of If- 
tria, Dalmatia, Albania, and Greece, we 
will find it has originated from many caufes, 
from numberlefs viciffitudes and convulfions. 
The decline of the Greek Empire, fucceeded 
by the tyranny and oppreffion of the Turks, 
under w'hofe government property is infecure, 
and there is confequently little inducement to 
live quietly' and peaceably at home, has con- 
tributed much to the degeneracy of the peo- 
ple, more efpecially when we confider their 
fanaticifm and mortal averfion to the religion 
of their conquerors. Under particular cir- 
cumftances, the mind of man is eafily in- 
duced to fwerve from a life of virtue and 
induftry, and from the inftitutes of religion 
flowing in a wrong channel : influenced by 

perfonal 
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perfonal pique and animofity, he is led from 
adls of violence and rapine, till at laft he 
becomes funk in vice and barbarifm, Greece 
has experienced, and fo it is ordered by the 
unerring principles of nature, that all other 
countries have, or hereafter (hall experience, 
the alternate periods of light and darknefs. 
The afcent to civilization is tedious and 
difficult, but the fall is often extremely 
arapid. The Empire of the Eaft had long 
been in a flate of progrelfive decline, till the 
Turks, by the conqueft of Conftantinople, 
gave it the finifhing blow. Scanderbeg, the 
laft Prince of Albania, long and obftinately 
oppofed the Turks; but with him expired 
the laft efforts and the virtue of his country. 
His adherents, divided into fmall parties, be- 
came the freebooters of Greece, and lived in 
a flate of the moft favage fociety. The 
Montenegrins, Suliotes, the Chimareans, the 
Paramathians, are of this defcription, and 
alfothe Arnautes, who inhabit the Morea in 
wretched caves, and whofe inveteracy to the 
Turks yet remains with undiminiftaed ardour. 
Such is the flate of modern Greece : but the 
day may yet come when the arts fhali be re- 
vived, and that fine country again flourifh in 

all 
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all her former dignity and fplendoiir. And it 
may be confolatory to the human mind to 
remark, amidft the convulfions which have 
ravaged Europe, and to which at this moment 
there appears no determinate end, that the 
theatre of war may be changed to the fhores 
of Greece and Alia; where, if we find a 
latent fparkof that fpirit and animation which 
iifed in former days to pervade the commu- 
nity at large, (^and we will even now difeover 
fome remains amongft the Greeks of that 
facred electric fire) a hope may yet revive, 
that the hour is near at hand when their 
expiring virtues fhall be again called forth, 
and the ignominious chains with which they 
have been fettered broken to pieces, and they 
be reflored to that place in fociety which the 
merit of their ancefiofs fo defervedly authot 
rized. 

The diffolution of theTurkifii Empire has 
long been predicted, as well as the downfal 
of the Papal power. One of thefe events has 
adlually taken place, although much fooner 
than was expedted, and the completion of 
the other may, perhaps, be not far diftant. 
On this fubjeft, w'hilft laft in India, I met 
with a very eccentric political fpeculation, 

publhhcd 
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pijblifhed in Calcutta in the year 1790, en- 
titled, “ The Partition of the Dominions of 
the Pope, preceded by that of the Ottoman 
Empire.” 

In this treatife it is endeavoured to com- 
bine thofe events as depending in fome 
meafure on each other; it is not at all im- 
probable that the very fame caufes which 
proved the deftrucftion of the one may tend 
to accelerate the extermination of the other ; 
and limilarity in both, in many refpedts, 
may be eauly traced. 

The author in fome former publications af- 
fumed the fignature of Elias Habefci: an enig- 
matical name taken from the Arabic Sahib- 
el-Sicia, or the friend of the unfortunate. 

The real name of this traveller was Gica, 
or, as he ftyled himfelf. Count Gica, and of 
Greek extradlion. The Count has, no 
doubt, taken the idea from the grand plan of 
Henry the Fourth of France, whofe paffion 
was, to frame a political fyftem by which 
all Europe might be governed and regulated 
as one great family. The Turks, or other 
powers adverfe to Chriftianity, would have 
been totally expelled from Europe ; the 
Emperor ol Germany would have become 

the 
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the firfl and chief magiftratc of the Chriftian 
republic ; and the whole upheld on the folid 
hafis of dividing Europe equally amongll; a 
certain number of powers in fuch a manner, 
that none of them might have caufe either 
of envy or fear from the poffeffions or power 
of the other. Count Gica, as a Greek, 
wifhes for the renovation of the Greek Em- 
pire at Conftantinople to form the bulwark 
againfl the Turks, while Henry more fenfi- 
bly propofes the kingdoms of Hungary, 
Poland, and Bohemia, to be eletflive, and 
particularly to be bellowed on princes of a 
military fpirit, who were to become the 
barriera gainll the infidels. I am afraid the 
divilion made by Count Gica is neither fo 
equitable, or the llrudlure fo well cemented, 
as that propofed by the great Henry. To 
evince the difference of times and of fenti- 
ments, the Pope, from the jullice of the lat- 
ter, would have become a powerful fecular 
prince, while the Count reduces him from 
all his temporal dignities to the lituation of 
Bifhop of Rome. While fomething is due 
to the Count’s ingenuity, we cannot help 
being flruck with the fublimity of the delign 
of Henry the Fourth. To his immortal 

honour 
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honour it had not for its objedl the ambiti- 
ous views of Charles the Fifth, who aimed 
at nothing lefs- than univerfal monarchy, as 
the French now do at univerfal republi- 
can ifm. To the kingdom of France no ac- 
quifition of territory was required, and Eu- 
rope would have been governed by fix here- 
ditary and five eledfive monarchies, with 
four republican ftates; and the general con- 
cerns of this quarter of the globe have been 
regulated by a council, compofed of deputies 
from each, to have affembled in the mod. 
central fituation for all the parties. Had this 
cffedfually taken place, Europe might have 
efcaped the prefent fanguinary and deftrudlivc 
war : but I apprehend the fcheme was too 
extenfive, and comprehending the interefl or 
the ambition of too many , ever to have been 
accomplifhed. It is^ worthy of remark, that 
the Count, in his difiribution, admitted of 
no increafc to the Britifh Empire, eflimating 
the poffeffion of India as a full equivalent : 
but as, without Egypt, the intercourfe be- 
tween them cpuld not be perfectly fafe and 
expeditious, he allowed, as a natural confe- 
quence and equitable right, the propriety of 

that 
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that country being fubje6t to the Crown of 
Great Britain. 

The renovation of the Greek Empire, and 
the expulfion of the Turks from Europe, 
has long been a favourite axiom : it has 
been a defideratum in this quarter of the 
globe, and neceffity may occafion a new re- 
eftablifhment of that order and focial corn- 
pad; which miftaken policy has hitherto re- 
jeded. The French appear inclined to turn 
their arms to the Eaft, and to feek frelh 
fources of rapine and plunder. Whatever 
their views may be, it would be well if the 
fcourge of humanity were transferred from 
civilized and populous kingdoms, and the 
torrent be direded where the baneful influ- 
ence may be lefs felt, and certain good com- 
penfate for partial evil. The Ruffians are 
inclined to favour the projed, and it wmuld 
bind that nation more efle dually to oppofe 
and. check the daring and fatal fchemes of 
Freimh republicanilm. Can no flop be put 
to thofe principles which have nearly ruined 
Europe, and which threaten to be extended 
to the utmoft limits of the habitable world ? 
Let us then roufe and cover the Mediter- 
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ranean with our fleets, and the borders of 
Turkey and Greece with our armies — the 
caufe would be noble, and the prefent odious 
I'yflem of politics would be changed : the 
oppreffed Chriflians and Greeks would flock 
to our ftandard j the Bofphorus would be 
opened to the fliores of the Black Sea, and 
Poland aflFord abundant fupplies. Let us not 
forget the illuftrious Catharine, who, with all 
her catalogue of vices, conlidered her fecond 
grandfon, Conflantine, as a Greek from the 
womb, and looked forward to the throne of 
Conftantinople. Let us remember the ar- 
dency with which that nation fupplicated 
her interference — their exertions in the caufe 
of freedom — and that the Princes of Georgia 
and Armenia are not inimical to a change. 
The throne of Turkey, raifed by the fword, 
but by the revolt of its provinces immerg- 
ing into rapid annihilation, can obtain little 
fupport from the means by which it was ef- 
tabliliied. The glories of Mahomet the 
Second, and Solyman the Magnificent, are 
obfcured; and the only remembrance that 
remains is a wide disjointed empire, neither 
cemented by pow'er nor upheld by inclination. 
They are themfelves aware of that convul- 
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fion which mufl inevitably happen, and they 
look for fhelter in the former dominions of 
the Caliphs, where the arts flourifhed, and 
where philofophy reigned, but which the 
effeminate Turks barbaroully rejedl. 

Kingdoms as well as families are con- 
nedled by ties of reciprocity ; and the fame 
incidents in point of lituation and habits of 
induftr)"^ and commerce equally operate on 
both. Let the fituation of either be near or 
diftant, they tend from circumftances to the 
fame meafures of mutual profperity. Ruffia 
is the natural ally of Britain, and were their 
interefts more immediately united, a doubt 
cannot exift but a balls would be eftablilhed 
produdlive of the greateft relative advan- 
tages. The ambitious views of the French 
Diredlory, and the problematical defigns of 
Buonaparte, bid fair to accelerate the point 
of union between England and Ruffia. From 
the viciffitudes of the prefent war we are 
excluded from any port in the Mediterra- 
nean; — an edablifliment effentialto our com- 
merce, and particularly fo to our communi- 
cation with India, both by the Gulf of 
Perlia and the Rea Sea. The interefts of 
Ruffia in the trade of tlie Archipelago, the 
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Levant, and the whole of the Mediterranean, 
requires no illuftration: — .on the other hand, 
the views of France to occupy Meffina, 
Corfu, Malta, Candia, and Cyprus, and 
even Egypt, cannot fail to attradt the atten- 
tion of Ruffia and Britain, and irrefiftibly 
oblige them to concentrate their forces, in 
order to repel an attack fo pregnant with 
danger, and fo deftrudtive in its confequences. 

The Greeks, as I have already obferved, 
will cheerfully join this federation, and ma- 
terially affift to render the views of France 
nugatory and abortive, to the natives of 
which country they have a mortal antipathy. 
The Greeks eftimate their population at 
nearly feven millions ; but I fhould imagine 
that this account is much overcharged. The 
capitation tax paid by the Morea and its few 
jurifdidlions amounts to no more than 3,560 
purfes rumi of 560 piaftres each *, and the 

* When purfes rumi are mentioned in the courfe of 
this work, it is to be underftood that they contain five 
hundred dollars or piaftres each. Out of a pound of filver, 
equal to one hundred drachms of which thefe piaftres are 
coined, not more than forty drachms is of pure filver, 
the remaining fixty bafe alloy. — The piaftre nimi is the 
filver piece which palfes from hand to hand, whilft the 
current piaftre is that in which accounts are kept, and 
fluiftuates according to the rate of exchange. 
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fum paid into the Turkifh Miri, or treafurjr^ 
for the whole of European Turkey fcarcely 
exceeds 20,000 pnrfes. Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia, from whence the Porte draws great 
fupplies of grain, are not included in this ftate- 
inent. The number of men that could be 
eafily raifed from the ftates of Greece would 
undoubtedly be numerous. During the late 
coatell between the Ruffians and the Turks ^ 
the Greeks flattered themfelves with the 
appearance of an army of that nation on the 
plains of Adrianople of 300,000 men. It has 
been reprefented that the Greeks are patient 
of control in war, and eafily fubjedted to 
military difcipline : but I Ihould apprehend, 
that the ardour of their paflions would bid de- 
fiance to rule, and that their courage is that of 
entcrprize,and their fyftem thatof devaflation. 
The Greeks, once in arms, it would be a diffi- 
cult taflc to reduce them to order, or prevent 
their predatory dilpofition. They declared 
to the late Emprefs of Ruffia, “ that they 
“ alked not for treafure : we only afk,” faid 
they, “ for powder and ball, which we can- 
“ not purchafe, and to be led to battle. We 
are come to offer our lives and fortunes — 
“ rust to alk. for your treafures.” The ad- 
ventures 
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Ventures of Lambro * is a convincing proof 
of the unwillingnefs with which the Greeks 
give up their martial purfuits. The termi- 
nation of the laft War between the Ruffians 
and the Turks occafioned the Mediterranean 
to fwarm with privateers ; they attacked the 
Ihips and veffels of every nation, friend or 
foe, and it was coniputed that no lefs than 
300 French veffels were captured by thofc 
piratical adventurers, compofed of Greeks 
and other inhabitants of Dalmatia and Eu- 
ropean Turkey : the crews of the captured 
fhips were murdered, and fometimes tied to- 
gether and thrown into the fea ; frequently 
they were fet adrift in the boat, and, in ftiort, 
the moft horrid cruelties were exercifed. 
Amongft the foremoft of thefe defperadoes, 
we find the name of Lambro, who became 
a terror to the furrounding ffiores ; his outfet 
was in the caufe of liberty and his country ; 
but when he found that the fword was 
flieathed between Ruffia and Turkey, he de- 
fended to the vileft and moft ignoble prac- 
tices. Under the colours of Ruffia, he attack- 

* This man’s name is Lambro Canziani, but he was 
generally known in the Mediterranean by the name of 
Lambro. 
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cd and plundered, particularly, the French, 
the Turks, the Venetians, the Genoefe, and 
the veflels belonging to the different flates of 
Italy. The evil became fo ferious, that re- 
prefentations were made to the Court of 
Ruffia : that Court difclaimed all connec- 
tion with the pirate, and every exertion was 
iifed by the French to feize him. Lambro 
was at length fubdued, and he fled to his na-. 
tive country, where he w'as kindly received. 
In the hiftory of this man may be read that 
of his countrymen. It is only the meliorating 
hand of time, and the advancement and pro- 
grefs of fcience, that can reftore the Greeks 
to the bonds of focial compadt, the habits of 
induftry, and the full enjoyment of thofe 
bleflings which originate in a regular atten- 
tion to the moral duties, and which diflin- 
guifh a- civilized people from a nation of bar- 
barians. But return to the ifland of Zante. 

We experienced great politenefs and hof- 
pitality from the inhabitants, who, were it 
not for the vices imported from Italy and 
Venice, would much better deferve the enco- 
miums of a traveller. The ufe of the ftiletto 
is much pradtifed here, ahd it is dangerous to 
be much abroad after dark. Independent of 
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the natives of the place, we had the good 
fortune to be introduced to Madame Gui- 
maire, wife to the ci-devant Auftrian Conful 
at Salonica. Her hulhand from the war had 
repaired to Vienna on political affairs, and the 
lady had fought an afylum in Zante. As 
fhe was defcended from Engliffi parents, 
Ihe was pleafed to be extremely kind to 
our party, and, during our abode here, her 
attention to us was gratifying in the extreme. 
Neither muff we forget the kindnefs of two 
young men, Dandalo and Minotte, officers 
in the Venetian fleet, and defcended from 
the firft families in the ftate ; they attended 
us ever}'^ day, and they vied with each other 
tomake our ftay agreeable. The family of the 
former has, I obferve, been adtive to op- 
pofe the revolution which has lately taken 
place in Venice, and where the grafp of power 
has overthrown a republic which has ex- 
iffed fince the fubverfion of the Roman Em- 
pire by the barbarians of the North — a pe- 
riod of more antiquity than mofl: of our 
exifting ftates, whofe duration may not in 
all human probability have fo long a conti- 
puailce, however far the refinement of mo- 
L 3 dern 
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dern organization may v'ainly attempt to 
raife a fabric on a more folid foundation 
than the unftable piles on which the city is 
erected. It muft be remembered that Venice 
has for ages paft repelled the attack of the 
furrounding element, and now rears its head 
as an ornament to the world. 

Our jftay here being now prolonged fo much 
beyond what we had ever conceived, not- 
wilhltanding that. Admiral Emo, on the 
day we dined with him had ordered the Scla- 
vonian Captain to be ready to fail by the 12th 
of the month, under pain of exemplary 
punifliment, and who was belides ftrictly 
charged to bring with him on his return a cer-: 
tificate from us of our being perfedlly f^isfied 
with his conduct and treatment, we refolved 
to embrace the opportunity, which the arrival 
of the Roman Eagle, an Englilh velfel, now 
prefented,to quit fo uncertain and precarious a 
conveyance as that we had before experienced. 
The Roman Eagle, commanded by Cap- 
tain Crofbie, was a brig of 170 tons burden, 
and had failed from Liverpool for Marfeilles, 
from whence fhe was now arrived in ballaft at 
Zante, with a view to load currants at this 

illand. 



( 151 ) 

illand, and to complete her cargo at the port 
of Patras in the Morea. I entered into an 
agreement with Captain Crolbie to carr^' us 
to Latachea, or Scandaroon, and to fail po- 
litively on the 12th of the month ; for this 
fervice I agreed to pay him the fum of 200I. 
We embarked on the dav appointed, and on 
the 13th, at eight o’clock in the morning, 
our veifel was towed out of the. harbour by 
two boats from the Venetian man of war, 
there not being a breath of wind ftirring. 

We did not negledt, previoufly to our de- 
'parture, to take leave of our friend the Admi- 
ral, when this good old gentleman recom- 
mended us ftrongly by a letter to the protec- 
tion of all the Venetian Commanders and 
Confuls, wherever chance might, in tire 
coiirfe of our journey, throw us in the 
way. 

The letter was a teftimony of the urbanity 
of his difpofition, his good-will to theEngliih 
nation, and politenefs towards us. 

November 14th. We had not loft fight of 
the ifland of Zante — ^the wind was northerly, 
with fqualls and rain, and by obfervation at 
twelve o’clock we were in Lat. 37. 2. N, 
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i^th. The wind ftill continued northerly, 
with ftrong gales, and cloudy weather, at- 
tended with fome rain. Lat. 35. ly. N. 

i6th. Wind N. E. ftrong gales, and 
cloudy weather, with fudden fqualls and fre- 
quent fhowers of rain. Lat. 34. 44. N. 

17th. Wind N. N. E. a very hard gale, 
with a head fwell. — At twelve o’clock we 
faw the iflandof Gozo, bearing N. E. by E. 
diflant four or five leagues. Lat. 34. 27. N. 

1 8th. This day we found the wind ex- 
tremely light and variable, and fometimes it 
was quite calm. The day being clear, and 
Gozo bearing from us N. E. by N. diflant 
three or four leagues, we had fight of the 
ifland of Candia, with Mount Ida riling from 
its centre. We could not readily forget the 
once-famed Ifle of Crete, now fubjugated by 
the Turks, and immerfed in indolence and 
flavery. Lat. 34. 22. N. 

19th. Wind S. with pleafant weather. 
Lat. 34, 19, N. 

20th. Wind N. with moderate weather, 
Lat. 34. N. 

2ifl:. Wind as yeflerday, with fine wea- 
ther. Lat. 34. 12. 


22d. Win 4 



( 153 ) 

2 2d. Wind to-day W. and by N. The 
weather continued moderate, with a clear flev. 

» j 

At ten in the morning we difeovered the 
weft end of the ifland of Cyprus, or Kubrus, 
as it is called by the Turks, bearing N. E. 
diftant ten or twelve leagues. Lat. 34. 12. 

23d. Wind S. S. W. w'eathcr fine — at 
twelve o’clock Cape Tigilo bore N. by W. 
diftant only three miles, Lat. 34. 44. — at 
five P. M. Cape de Gatto bore E. by N. dif- 
tant ten leagues. 

24th. Wind at S. W. and moderate — at 
two o’clock P. M. wc brought up in twenty- 
three fathoms in the bay of Lernica j a boat 
immediately came off, in which we went on 
ftiore, accompanied by our Captain. We re- 
paired to the houfe of the Englifh Conful, but 
found he was removed to Aleppo, and that 
there was no one to fupply his place : this 
occalioned fome difficulty, but at laft we pro- 
cured a pilot to condudt us to Latachea, for 
which Captain Crofbie agreed to pay him 
thirty piaftres. We found but little accom- 
modation and lefs civility in this ruined 
place, which, though once a confiderable 
city, is now reduced to a miferable village. 
The roadftead is good, which is all the ex- 
cellence 
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celicnce it has at prefent to boafl: of ; the foil 
is luxuriant, and produces cotton, filk, and 
drugs, and the fait- works in the time of the 
Venetians were confiderable ; the wines are 
rich and pleafant, and the ifland of the Pa- 
phian Deity might indeed become a paradife, 
were it not for the fuperftition and indolence 
of its prefent inhabitants, and the arbitrary 
government of the Turks, which is every 
where felt, to the total deftrudtion of com- 
merce : for the wretched policy of the T urks 
leaves no room for exertion. The capitation 
paid by the Chriftians on this ifland amounts 
to eight hundred and fifty purfes each, con- 
taining five hundred piaftres rumi. The 
Abbe Mariti informs us, “ When the 'Purks 
“ conquered Cyprus, they reckoned in it, 
‘‘ befides women, children, and old people, 
“ 70,000 men fubjedl to capitation: and 
“ the Gran<i Seignior, at the rate of five 
“ piaftres per head, drew from it an annual 
revenue of 400,000!. But defpotifm hav- 
-• ing overran this ifland, its fources of abun- 
* dance dried up, and its population de- 
creafed fo much, that at prefent there are 
“ fcarcely 12,000 men fubjed to capitation. 
“ Sih'h is the oppreflion and rapacity which 

“ the 
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the governors, magiftrates, clerks, and a 
“ multitude of fubaltern agents, exercife a- 
• ‘ gainft the unhappy Cypriots.” The pre- 
fent race of men are not only fervile, but 
obfequious to every thing that can be de- 
manded ; their priefts think it no difgrace 
to acquire money by any means, however 
degradirig or derogatory to their charader 
and profeffion. The women are handfome, 
gaudy, and wanton in their apparel, and 
retain a prediledion for thofe orgies for 
which their anceftors were fo renowned. 
The fervour of love, the growth of warm 
and genial climates, was in this ifland in- 
grafted in the mind, and became material to 
exiftence. They had temples confecrated 
to Venus at Cytheria and Olympus, and 
there iffued fprings from the bofom of the 
earth which promoted vigour, and excited 
inclination. Intercourfe between the fexes 
was encouraged by the Cyprians, and that 
paffion which foftens tyrants and didates 
to the moft ferocious was cherifhed and 
enjoyed. The moft tender and fufceptibic 
excitements of the breath were lively and 
unfettered, while reciprocal and unfolrcited 

, endear- 
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endearments kindled and ftimulated defire. 
Nature, thus invigorated by mutual fym- 
pathy, uncontrolled by cold phlegmatic 
rule, was taught to flow in channels of 
ecftacy, revolving and unbounded. At this 
day, the females of Cyprus polTefs all the 
allurements and incitements of fancy, and 
we cannot forget, in their figure and fhape, 
the elegance and fymmetry of their fair 
progenitors, who were w'ont to facrifice fo 
freely and abundantly at the altar of Venus. 
Thefe lafcivious and enticing Meffalinas re- 
mind us of the Poet’s defcription : 

“ Age cannot wither her, or cuftom ftale 
“ Her infinite varieties: Other women cloy 
“ The appetites they feed, but (he makes hungry 
Where moft fhe fatisfies.” 

Far from applauding the “ foft delufion,” 
which tends only to weaken the mind, and 
overpower the underflanding, I fltall take 
leave of the Cyprian damfels, and leave them 
in the full enjoyment of their libertinifm 
and gaiety. Their prominent beauties, which 
■fo fairly entitle them to our admiration from 
particular circumfiances, becomes lefs invit- 
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ihg, and makes us rejedl their embraces, not 
only as dangerous, but difgufting to the pure 
fpirit of virtuous and connubial love. 

At feven o’clock in the evening we left 
this once-delightful ifland, returned on board, 
and with a light breeze at N. N. E. w'e fet 
fail at ten P. M. tor Latachea. 

25th. The wind was eafterly, blowing 
ftrong, with a high fea. At fix in the even- 
ing we found Cape Greco bearing N.. N. E. 
diftant two or three leagues. Lat. 34. 4^. . 

26th. This morning the win'd foutherly, 
blowing hard. Made the Coaft of Syria, 
and thortly afterwards we had fight of La- 
tachea. The pilot was now confulted whe- 
ther he would undertake, under the circum- 
ftances of a ftrong gale, to make the port of 
Latachea, confidering the narrownefs of the 
harbour, and its being much expofed to a 
heavy furge. The pilot offered to make the 
attempt, but the prudence of the Captain de- 
termined him to delay it till next morning, 
when we expected a change of weather, 
27th. The wind this morning changed to 
the weft, which made the attempt ftill more 
impraflicable. We therefore continued on 
the coaft of Syria, in expectation of more fa- 
vourable 
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vourable weather to enter the harbour, whicii 
we had underftood from all quarters to be 
extremely difficult and dangerous fo late in 
the feafon. 

28th. To our great difappointment, the 
wind all night continued ftrong at weft, 
with a very high fea. We had now no al- 
ternative, but that of bearing aWay, at* four 
in the morning, for the bay of Scandaroon. 
At fun-rife we attempted to enter the mouth 
of the bay, but foon perceived we had made a 
miftake, and in tacking the veftel we were 
nearly on fliore. • We now ftood in for the 
road, and at three o’clock in the afternoon 
came to an anchor. As foon as the veftel 
was properly fecured, Mr. Blackader, Cap- 
tain Crolbie, and myfelf, landed at Scanda- 
roon. We were conducted to the houfe of 
the Englifti agent, and received by him in 
the Turkifti drefs. We were entertained 
with coffee and pipes, in the eaftern ftyle, 
and vifited by feveral of the principal Turks, 
immediately in the fervice of government : 
they came to learn the news of the war be- 
tween the Emperor and the Porte. As we 
had but little to communicate that could 
afford them fatisfadtion, we were not very 

forward 
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forward in yielding the information they 
iequired. 

It was formerly the cullom to have a Con- 
ful here, under that of Aleppo, but of late 
years, owing to the duty of trade, it has 
been judged fufficient to have only a perfon 
as fadlor or agent appointed by our Confui 
at Aleppo, to tranfad; the bufinefs of the 
Englifh nation. We found a Frenchman of 
the name of Caftillon in the office. He has 
rcfided at Scandaroon for many years, and 
appeared a polite, obliging man, but mivch 
tinged with the Turkilh gravity, and indeed 
bis appearance befpoke fo much of the cha- 
rader, that I was at a iofs to which nation 
really to afcribe him. Having opened our 
bufinefs, and receiving an affurance of pro- 
viding for our journey without delay, we 
took our leave to return on board, though 
not till after his obligingly offering accom- 
modations at his houfe. This place is alfo 
called Alexandretta : it is efteemed the fea- 
port of Aleppo ; but, from certain inform-^ 
ation, Latachea is much better entitled to 
this diftindion. The natural indolence and 
Want of energy in the Turkifli government, 
in not extirpating the banditti that infeft the 

road 
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road between Aleppo and Latached, parti- 
cularly the Curds, who inhabit the higher 
parts of Syria to the northward, and are de- 
clared enemies to the Turks, gives prefer- 
ence to the port of Scandaroon. Thefe men 
are equally brave in defending themfelves, 
as they are in the attack of caravans. When 
the Turks are vidlorious, their heads pay for 
the offence ; but they are not anxious to en- 
gage the Curds in equal combat. Parties of 
their horfe have been frequently feen within 
a mile of Aleppo ; and it is unfafe at all 
times to be more than three or four miles 
diftant from the city without a guard. 
Their women are armed, and left to defend 
tlieir encampment when they ride in fearch 
of plunder, but which is generally fixed in 
lome concealed place. On a recent occafion 
thefe ladies repelled the attack of a party of 
Turkifh cavalry. In former ages the bor- 
ders of the Euxine had its nation of Ama- 
zons. We read of Penthefelia and Thalef- 
tris in the days of Priam and Alexander, and 
we difeover in the tribe of the Curds that 
their race is not yet extinguifhed in the Eaft. 
Such are the banditti to be apprehended in 
your journey through Syria. 


The 
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The bay and road of Scandaroon has par- 
cular advantages over the Po^t Latachea. 
This harbour is extremely narrow, and ex- 
pofed to the ftrong wefterly winds. The 
entrance is only capable of admitting one vef- 
fel at a time, and that of inconliderable bur- 
den. In violent weather, and particularly in 
wefterly winds, which blow in the winter, it 
is frequently impoftible to bring up the fmall 
craft that refort hither, and confequently they 
run on the fand, and are fometimes bulged. 
On the other hand, Scandaroon can at all 
feafons be vifited with fecurity, as the road is 
fafe, and as there is a good beach for land- 
ing. I muft however remark, in the fum- 
mer feafon there is a frequent communi- 
cation kept up between Cyprus and Lata- 
chea, at which time there is no danger, and 
large boats are to be hired for fifty or fixty 
piaftres, that will run you over, with a tole- 
rable wind, in thirty-fix hours. Here we 
have a Conful regidarly appointed ; and from 
the circumftances already mentioned, is a 
place of confiderable trade, with a neigh- 
bourhood abounding with many remains of 
antiquity to gratify the taftc and curiofity of 
travellers. 

VoL. I. 
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Notwithftandino- the difadvantaoe of the 

O O 

harbour of 4<2itachea in the winter, it is by 
much the moft eligible port, provided the 
commander of your velTel or boat will under- 
take to carry you in. The pilots procured 
at Latacheaare efteemed able, although I can- 
not pay this compliment to ours, as I verily 
believe his incapacity or want of refolu- 
tion occafioned our bearing away for Scan- 
daroon. I'his man was hired at thirty piaf- 
tres only , one half of what others demanded ; 
and it is probable, had our Captain given 
more, and employed an abler pilot, we would 
have faved two days, and got into Latachea, 
in place of Scandaroon. 

In the fummer the inhabitants of all the 
diftricts fituated in the vicinity of any of the 
gulfs of the Levant are particularly fubjedt 
to intermittent fevers. Thofe of Scandaroon 
are more particularly fo from the marfhes 
and fwamps furrounding the towm in every 
diredtion — a circumftance which, in fummer, 
renders Latachea preferable, although the 
Hay of a traveller is generally fo fliort that 
little danger can be apprehended. 

The morning of the 29th we landed our 
baggage, after having given amongft the 

crew 



( i63 ) 

crew every thing that was unneceflary to the 
land expedition we had before us. 

Monfieur Caftillon being under the necef- 
lity of fending to the country for horfes, we 
propofed taking a view of the place and its 
environs. We difpatched an exprefs meffen- 
ger to Mr. Devezin, the Britifh Conful at 
Aleppo, for whom we had letters from 
Mr. Ritchie at Venice, requefting him to 
prepare a caravan and neceflaries for the 
journey, if no regular caravan offered at the 
time. The expence of a meffenger is fome- 
thing about five piafires, a moderate fum for 
fo long a diftance. 

Farther than what I have already noticed, 
this place has little to boaft of. The houfes 
are in general extremely bad, and the Buzar 
fhockingly dirty and inconvenient. The 
town is quite defencelefs : the Turkifh 
governor hoifts a flag on his houfe, which 
has fomething the appearance of a fortifica- 
tion, without being fo : the whole number 
of houfes does not exceed two hundred, in- 
cluding the meaneft hovel. The fituation is 
ftill more miferable than the town itfelf. I 
have already obferved, it is furrounded on 
every fide, excepting towards the fea, by 
M 2 marflies. 



( i54 ) 

marfhes, which in the hot feafon is produc- 
tive of troublefome and tedious diforders ; 
to avoid which, the inhabitants of any dif- 
tindtion retire to the neighbouring town of 
Beilan, fituated in the adjoining mountains, 
where they enjoy a much purer air. I was 
aftonithed to obferve the principal Turks 
look healthy, whilft all the Europeans and 
ftrangers were emaciated by the unwhole- 
fome climate. Here the French and Vene- 
tians have Confuls, and indeed the trade is 
divided chiefly between them. We found 
feveral (hips belonging to both nations at 
anchor in the roads. 

Our Cicerone, w'ho was a Frenchman, 
condudted us to the Chriftian burying- 
ground, where I perceived many handfome 
monuments, particularly fome in memory of 
our countrymen, dead more than a century 
ago. The ground is enclofed by a lofty 
wall, and you enter it by a door not higher 
than three feet : we were compelled to 
ftoop to view thefe monuments of morta- 
lity. 

We were (hewn an ancient fortification, 
faid to have been built by the Chriftians 
during the Crufades, and fome time in their 

poffeffion. 
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pofTeflion. No antiquities prefented them- 
felves to our obfervation. At a diftance in- 
deed of about three miles we were defired 
to look at fomething which had the appear- 
ance of pillars, and we were at the fame time 
informed, that they go by the names of 
Jonas’s pillars, from its being the identical 
Ipot where he was difgorged from the belly 
of the whale. We were anxious to vilit a 
place of fuch fcriptural antiquity, and re- 
quefted the company of our guide, who was 
very obliging and communicative, and an 
amateur of the Englifh language. This 
man, whth a very iignificant ftirug, aflured 
us, that the journey was utterly impradi- 
cable, for the troops of the rebel Pacha of 
Fayas W'as in poffeffion of the ground, in 
order to watch the motions of the Turks 
from this quarter. He at the fame time 
added, that he had lately occafioned the death 
of an Englilh captain and two of his feamcn, 
and gave the following account, which was 
afterwards confirmed to us : — 

Fayas is a pretty extenfive territory, fitu- 
ated at the extremity of the Bay of Scanda- 
roon, whereof the capital, a fea-port, goes 
by the fame name. This place is fubflan- 
M 3 tialiy 
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tially, fortified by ftrong walls, flanked by 
bafkions of folid mafonry. The diftritb is 
governed by a Pacha under the Grand 
Seignior, and tributary to the Porte. Since 
the commencement of the Ruffian and 
German war, the ruling Pacha rebelled 
againfi: the authority of the Empire, and had 
for fome time bid defiance to its commands, 
and orders had been repeatedly fent to the 
neighbouring Pacha, to fend his head to 
Conftantinople. 

The Payas country is, from fituation, na- 
turally ftrong, mountainous, and rocky, and 
the Pacha had been able to defend himfelf 
both in the fort and in the hills againft his 
adverfaries. He conftantly plunders all 
paffengers, particularly pilgrims going to, 
or returning from Mecca, and was of late 
the terror of the adjoining country. 

The commander of a fmall brig, of the 
name of Fowlis, repaired in his boat with 
four of his crew, fome time in the month of 
Auguft laft, to take water for his veflel at a 
fmall fpring near to the pillars ; on his land- 
ing, he was furrounded by a body of armed 
men belonging to the Pacha of Payas, who 
plundered him of his money, and every thing 

of 
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of value about his perfon. The ofhcer who 
commanded the party detained him till orders 
arrived from his mailer, when they w^ete all 
ordered prifoners to the fort, where they 
were confined, put in irons, and treated in 
the harlhefl manner. 

The view of the rebel was to gain the fum 
of 4,000 piaftres, at which he valued his 
ranfom. In confequence of the feverity ex- 
ercifed on thefe unhappy people, the Captain 
and two of the feamen died ; the Pacha, 
finding himfelf difappointed in his hopes, 
granted liberty to the remaining two. 

On the relation of this narrative, a reflec- 
tion naturally occurred, that Mr. Fowlis 
Ihould have been made acquainted of the 
danger of reforting to that fpot, as water, 
though perhaps not fo good, was to be had 
in the neighbourhood of Scandaroon. To 
this fuggeflion I was alTured by Mr. Caftil- 
lon, that he had repeatedly and earneftly 
warned him of the confequences, but the 
high idea he entertained of the Britifh cha- 
radler fuggefled it a fufficient paflport over 
the world, efpecially when his nation was 
not engaged in any war. It is evident that 
this idea may be carried to excefs. 

M 4 
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To a BritifK fubjedt it is a matter of fome 
moment to learn what fteps were taken for 
his releafe ; but it may be alked what fteps 
could be taken where a barbarous and un- 
feeling rebel was the party principally in- 
terefted? Only one in this fituation feemed 
at all pradlicable, viz. to pay the ranfom ; 
and there is but few who would advance a 
fum of this kind to a man without property, 
and perhaps without any profpedl of being 
again repaid. 

I was at fome trouble to difcove’r the real 
means attempted on this occafon to obtain 
the enlargement of the unfortunate prifoner. 
Sir Robert Ainflie, our Ambaffador at the 
Porte, Mr. Devezin, Britifh Conful, and 
Monf. Cafillon, were the principal agents. 
All I could learn was, that Sir Robert found 
great fault with the Conful’s negociation with 
the Pacha. On mentioning the fubjedl to 
Mr. Devezin at Aleppo, he requefted of 
Mr. Blackader and me to afford him what 
information we could on the fubjedt, for the 
Ambaffador’s information, and perhaps for 
his own exculpation. Nothing could be done 
without the advance of money, and I did 
not find that Sir Robert Ainflie gave any au^ 
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thority for fo doing, and Mr. Devezin did 
not choofe to truft to the Levant Company 
for his reimburfement. It is true repeated 
orders were procured from the Porte for their 
releafe, but thofe orders were of no effedl in 
the country of Payas. To negociate the 
bufinefs with Mr. Devezin, on the part of 
Captain Fowlis, a young man was permit- 
ted by the Pacha to vifit Aleppo. The nar- 
rative fvvom to by him was nearly as before 
related : the bad treatment he had received 
occafioned a fevere fever ; on his recovery he 
proceeded to Great Britain in a fhip from 
Scandaroon bound to Venice. In whatever 
manner this bufinefs ended, I am afraid but 
little reparation was received for the injury 
and infult. 

We returned to our fadlor’s houfe to din- 
ner, which was ferved up in the French 
flyle, although intermixed with many of the 
Eaftern diflres. In the afternoon we fettled 
with our Captain, and after an early fupper 
we retired to reft, being accommodated with 
a tolerable bed by Monf. Caftillon. 

In the momino- we found this gentleman 
bufily employed in landing goods from an 
Englifh brig, configned to Mr. Smith at 

Aleppo, ■ 
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Aleppo, and which we found at anchor on 
our arrival : he informed us that the place 
was viiited by fix or feven annually. 

On inquiring for our horfes, we were pro- 
mifed them at one o’clock. It was accord- 
ingly determined to dine early. In walking 
along the firand, we entered a fmail encamp- 
ment of Turks from Mecca: they were on 
the return to Smyrna and its neighbourhood, 
and wiflied much for a fea conveyance, from 
the dread of the Pacha of Payas, through 
whofe country they had to pafs. Their ap- 
pearance was much the fame as that of the 
better kind of Moormen we meet with in 
India; their drefs, arms, and tents, and in 
general their appearance, differed but little 
from their brethren in that quarter : their 
completions were fomewhat fairer, and I 
apprehend they were clothed more after the 
drefs of the people of Mecca than that of 
the Turks. 

After having fufficiently fatigued our- 
felves, we returned home about twelve 
o’clock. After dinner, we w'ere fupplied 
with horfes, and four were allotted for our 
baggage, which we had by this time confi- 
derably reduced, by leaving every incum- 
brance 
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brance on board the brig, and trufting to 
Aleppo for a frefh fupply. 

For thefe horfes we were charged at the 
enormous rate of forty piaftres for two days 
journey to Antioch, befides a prefent for the 
attendants. 

A guide was procured for us, who was 
alfo to be fupplied with a horfe, and to re- 
ceive fourteen piaftres on difcharging and re- 
turning our cattle. This man was a Maho- 
metan, and feemed a good-natured impofing 
fellow. Indeed, he evinced himfelf fo in 
every fituation j he was very attentive to us, 
and particularly careful that nobody elfe 
Ihould cheat us of our money but himfelf. 

The 30th of November, at three o’clock, 
we mounted the moft wretched cattle I ever 
faw : they were of a fmall breed, and moft 
dreadfully fupplied with old Turkilh faddles, 
very hard and uncomfortable. 

The caution given in the beginning of this 
narrative, to take efpecial care to be provided 
with good faddles and bridles before leaving 
England, will here be brought to remem- 
brance. 

Monf. Caftillon, in his Turkilh habit, was 
mounted on a very handfome fpirited horfe, 

and 
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and accompanied us a few miles : we pro- 
ceeded over a kind of caufeway aerofs the 
fwamps, and approached the foot of the 
mountains, diftant about four miles from 
Scandaroon, when our friend, the Turkifh 
Frenchman, took his leave. 

We now afcended high and rugged moun- 
tains till half paft fix, and it was nearly 
dulk when we arrived at Beilan, the firft 
llage, diftant from Scandaroon eight or nine 
miles. The road all the way appeared to me 
impracticable for any carriage, although of 
a tolerable breadth. We alighted at a poor 
houfe, provided for us by our guide Maho- 
met, and it was with fome difficulty we 
could procure either light or firing. The 
room allotted us was by much inferior to a 
hay-loft in England, without even a carpet 
or indeed furniture of any kind. We pro- 
cured a few eggs, on which we fupped. 
We had taken care to lay in a fmall ftock of 
wine and fome cold roafted fowls, enough to 
laft us the time w^e expeCted to be on the road. 

The town and diftriCt of Beilan is go- 
verned by a Pacha, to whom the Mofleem 
of Scandaroon had notified our being tra- 
vellers to Aleppo. This place is the moft 
: romantic 
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romantic I ever faw ; fituated in the middle 
of the mountains that rife over the ftag- 
nant waters and unwholefome marfhes of 
that port ; thither the inhabitants in the fum-'^ 
mer and autumn fly for fhelter from the 
noxious vapours that are exhaled from them, 
and benefit by the purenefs and falubrity of 
‘the air. Here all is cool and agreeable, 
whilfl; the atmofphere of the plain below is 
filled with difeafe, and conveys certain de- 
ftrudlion to every ftranger, and even to the 
natives themfelves. 

The houfes in this village arc placed in 
the moft Angular and in the mofl; irregular 
way it is poflable to conceive ; the ground 
floor of one being frequently higher than the 
roof of the adjoining houfe, and in this man- 
ner it is throughout a continued variety. A 
thoufand little ftreams run from the moun- 
tains, and exhibit a moft; pleafing profpedl to 
the eye j it refrefhes while you gaze on the 
fmall cataradts and the rudenefs of the feene. 
The Ample yet bold varieties of Nature 
which are here difclofed afford bot hfubli- 
mity and grandeur, fills the mind with con- 
templation on the flupendous wwlcs of 

creation, 



( 174 ) 

creation, and leaves us equally at a lofs to 
account for their origin or continuance. 

The inhabitants are few, and principally 
Syrians, who live by making butter and 
breeding flieep, goats, and fowls, all which 
they fell at Scandaroon, and to the Ihipping 
at that place. It may be eafily conceived 
that they are miferably poor, but they poffefs 
content, which riches cannot give, and they 
derive health from the wholefomenefs of their 
air. 

With our beds fpread on the floor, we en- 
joyed a tolerable nap till five next morning, 
having previoufly ordered our horfes at fix 
o’clock. The weather being cold, we were 
glad of a fire in the corner of our room, at 
which our fervant made us fome coffee. It 
was not till feven o’clock that our baggage 
was loaded on the horfes, at which time we 
fet forward : the expence of this night’s in- 
different lodging was a piaftre for each of 
our party, which is the common price given 
by European travellers all over Syria. 

The road lay through the higher part of 
the torvn, over fome bridges, thrown acrofs 
without ledges; thefe cataradls are very ha- 
zardous 
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•^ardous to pafs. Before leaving Beilan, wc 
were joined by twenty men belonging to the 
Pacha, who preceded us a mile or two, and 
then returned back, after receiving a few 
parahs per man, as bukfhifli : this is a mere 
ceremony to obtain from travellers a trifling 
gratuity. 

At nine o’clock we fell in with a fmall 
guard placed by the road flde to protedf paf- 
fengers, by the orders of government* To 
thefe people a fmall prefent was likewife 
given : proceeding over the hills, the Lake 
of Antioch prefented itfelf below. At eleven 
o’clock we reached the bottom, and moved 
on along the fleirts of the lake towards a 
caravanferai built for the accommodation of 
travellers, and which contains at the fame 
time a guard for the protedlion of the trade 
that palfes backwards and forwards. This 
caravanferai is furrounded with a high and 
ftrong wall, forming nearly a fquare, and 
fituated within a few yards of the road. To 
the right, an ancient caftle gracefully dif- 
plays itfelf on the fide of a lofty mountain, 
ftill in tolerable condition, though uninha- 
bited* 

The fertile plains of Antioch here opens 
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on all fides, and reminds us of the former 
fruitfulnefs of the foil, before the oppreffion 
of the Turkiih government was felt in this 
devoted land. For the firft time, we beheld 
the tribes of wandering Arabs in their en- 
campments, attending their numerous herds 
of cattle, the paihu e intermixed with beau- 
tiful flowers, yielding them a delicious re- 
pafl. The Arabs appeared totally indifferent 
to us, harmlefs, and inoffenfive. 

Before approaching a fmall river about 
five miles diftant from the city of Antioch, 
we perceived three horfemen approaching 
our party. We had been luckily joined by 
two of the Turkifh cavalry in their way to 
Aleppo, who had, in a friendly manner, 
agreed to accompany us. The light of the 
horfemen roufed our Janizaries : they loaded 
their carbines and piftols, and placing a 
number of cartridges in the folds of their 
turbans, let forward on a hand-gallop, ac- 
companied by Mr. Blackader and myfelf. 
We were received by the horfemen with a 
frnile, and after a few compliments they took 
their leave. Our friendly Turks informed 
us they were well known to them, and three 
of the mod: notorious robbers in the whole 
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country; adding, that if luckily we had 
not been armed, they would not have left 
us a rag to cover us. Whether this was 
intended to convey an idea of their own con- 
fequence, or to intimidate us, I cannot pof- 
litively fay, but they appeared to me the 
moft civil robbers I ever heard of. Thefe 
men were well armed and mounted, and 
feemingly well fitted for the purpofe of de- 
predation. Our guide, Mahomet, alfo con- 
firmed the intelligence of the Turks. 

At four o’clock we crofTed the river Oron- 
tes, or Afli, over an ancient bridge to the 
gate of Antioch, now called Antakea by the 
Turks. We were flopped for a few minutes 
to give an account of ourfelves, and then 
permitted to pafs. We were conducted by 
our guide to a caravanferai, where we took 
up our abode. The accommodation of tra- 
vellers in all countries which have the fmallefl 
pretenfion to civilization has uniformly be- 
come an objedl of public attention, more 
particularly in the Eafl, where the bonds of 
fociety were fir ft cemented, and commerce 
and intercourfe encouraged and protedled. 

Of this truth, the plains of India afford 
the moft convincing proof: over all that 
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wiaelj-extended country, public as Well as 
private munificence has contributed largely 
to this convenience. The Choultries of 
the Carnatic and the Serais of Hindoftan 
imprefs this convidlion ftrongly on our 
mind. 

In the days of the Caliphs, caravanferais 
were not neglected, and we can trace the 
fuins of many which the barbarifms of the 
Turks and their unaccommodating manners 
have nearly configned to oblivion. What 
yet remain are commodious, and well calcu- 
lated both for the repofe of the traveller and 
the fafety of his property. 

It is by no means difficult to an obferting 
mind to trace the progrefs of improvement in 
this as well as in other inilances. We owe 
to the Crufaders of the nth and 12th centu- 
tries the introdudlion of our own Serais, 
which are a faithful copy of thofe in Syria 
and Palefline. Surrounded with lofty walls, 
with malTy gates, and not exceeding two 
ftories in height, the upper part of the build- 
ing is divided into feparate chambers for the 
ufe of itinerants, and the lower part appro- 
priated for the reception of baggage and mer-^ 
chandize : to each apartment there is a fepa- 
rate 
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rate key. The keeper of the principal gate 
has the privilege of felling coffee, and pipes 
and tobacco, to allay the fatigue of the wea- 
ried traveller. For thefe accommodations 
the price is a piaftre for each perfon, befides 
any extra charge for neceflaries required. 
Let this defcription be compared with the 
old inns in the city of London, when a ftrik- 
ing refemblance will be difcovered, and their 
origin traced to the real fource. 

On our arrival at the caravanferai, we 
were foon furrounded by a concourfe of peo- 
ple, who, from curiolity, came to view Eu- 
ropeans in the drefs of their country, for at 
this time we had not affumed the Eaftem 
mode. This curiofity bordered ftrongly on 
impertinence. They handled every thing 
they faw, and I was in doubts whether every 
articleof our baggage would not have beenpil- 
laged by this rafcally fet, as the Antakeans are 
notorious in Syria for their difhonefty. The 
plated buttons on my coats they miftook for 
lllver j and this circumftance afforded amongfl 
themfelves matter for fevere altercation whe- 
ther they were made of that metal or not. 

I procured a room, wdth a padlock and 
key, as fpeedily as poffible, where I ordered 
our baggage to be depofited j and recolleft- 
N 2 ing 
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ing I a. letter for an Armenian, who acfti 
3s agent for the Engbib nation, I difpatcbed 
a meffen^r, hoping, from this introduction, 
to fire fomothing better than what prefent 
appearances befpoke. We were now fer^^ed 
with cofee, the befl thing to be had at tbefe 
places, when a man, venerable in appearance^ 
approached* us w'ith much civility, req^uefl;-? 
ing us to make ufe of his apartments. We 
accepted his invitation, and found the room 
much more comfortable than our own. It 
was clean, and fpread'with carpets; on the 
^vall hung his arms, in perfeCl order. He 
was, like ourfelves, a traveller, aiad his coun- 
tenance befpoke more of the milk of human 
kindnefs than is ufually met with in thofe 
regions. He talked of joining our party, if 
w'e would wait for one day ; gave us his pipe, 
and leemed to take fome concern in our fate. 
Ckur bufinefs requiring difpatch, we declined 
remaining longer in fuch an unfavourable 
place, and determined to proceed in the 
morning. By this time a meffenger arrived 
to conduCl us to the houfc of the Armenian. 
My fervant was left in charge of our 
things', and after taking leave of our good 
old friend, and requefting him to join 
us in tbe morning, we quitted the deteftable 
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caravafafcrai, and arrived in half an hour at 
the houfe of our invifer. 

The city of Antioch, once fo famous, owed 
its origin to the difmemberment of the empire 
of Alexander. When the death of that prince 
had terminated his glory .there was no fucceffor 
of equal enterprize or magnanimity to oc- 
cupy his throne. The leading captains of 
his army determined to feize on, and to di- 
vide amongft themfelves, the empire of the 
world, which he had acquired by military 
Ikill and unexampled perfeverance. The 
kingdom of Syria was at this time governed 
by Seleucas Nicator, who eahly alTumed the 
government, and laid the foundation of the 
Syro-Macedonian Empire. It was an ob- 
ledt of the firll; importance to Seleucas to 
have a capital proportioned to the magnitude 
of his newly-acquired kingdom ; and he 
fixed on a fpot on the right bank of the 
river Orontes, eighteen miles from the Me- 
diterranean Sea, where he built the city of 
Antioch, and adorned it with all the beauty 
and elegance of Grecian architedlure. The 
refinements of luxury were, in thofe (Ijfiys, 
carried to an enormous height ; and in par" 
ficukr, the orgies of Venus were, in a cli- 
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mate congenial to the foft defires of love, 
held in the highefi; eftimation. The groves 
of Daphne were famous for being the afy- 
lum of Nicator, and the feat of voluptuous 
enjoyment. In after-times this feat of plea- 
fure and effeminacy was prohibited to the 
Roman foldiers, left it fhould enervate and 
feduce them from their duty. Daphne was 
five miles diflant from Antioch, and within 
the labyrinth of its fhadowy bowers, it con- 
tained a temple facred to Apollo and Diana, 
but at this moment not a veftige is to be difi 
covered. War, the fcourge of humanity,' 
and fanainc and earthquakes have frequently 
defolated this delightful city. Formerly it 
had a port of confiderable importance on the 
north bank of the Orontes, and on the fhores 
of the Levant ; but the harbour is choaked 
up, and there is not a fingle inhabitant re- 
mains, The fun of Antioch is fet. The pre- 
fent city is a miferable place, extending four 
hundred yards from the fide of the river to 
the bottom of a mountain, on the fummit of 
xvhich, and round the town, the Crufaders, 
during their being in poffeflion of Syria, 
built a ftrong wall. Nothing remains of 
its ancient grandeur befides fome ftupendous 
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caufeways and maffy gateways of hewn 
ftone. The ftreets are Ihockingly dirty, 
narrow, and the houfes mean and low, and 
it is only reforted to by the caravans of 
Aleppo, Latakea, and Scandaroon. The 
diredt road from Aleppo to thefe ports is in 
the poffeffion of the Curds, which obliges the 
merchants to o;o feveral miles out of their wav 
by taking Antioch in their route. It is al- 
lowed on all hands that the river Orontes 
might be made navigable for boats of a large 
conftrudlion : the ftream is rapid, but they 
could be towed up againft it, and from this 
circumdance it might become a place of trade 
and confequence. But \ve muft not look for 
energy amongft the Turks ; and the Syrians 
never poffeffed it. Before this can be ac- 
compliflied, the kingdom of Syria muft pafs 
into the hands of fome new conqueror, 
who will give birth to enterprife and in- 
duftry. The bridge over the Orontes is 
low and inelegant, confiding of five arches. 
According to the tradition, St. Paul was 
baptized in this river. Whether this be the 
cafe or not, a diflike to Chriftians is ftrongly 
implanted in the inhabitants of this city ; and 
it was the only place where we fuffered any 
N 4 indignity. 
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indignity, or even the fmalleft appearance of 
incivility. 

In proceeding to the caravanferai we had 
the mortification to be fpit at, with the ap- 
pellation of “ Chriftian dogs !” Mrs. Tay- 
lor was feized by the arm, and attempted to 
be pulled from her horfe with a degree of 
brutal violence : one of the fervants luckily 
held her fall, but her arm bore evident tefti- 
mony of the rude manner in which the men 
made the attempt. My Italian fervant was 
feized by the coat, but a fpirited firoke from 
his horfe whip made the fellow quit his hold. 
The Black was more roughly treated, and he 
had the imprudence to prefent his piftol at 
one of the moll: daring. I feverely repre- 
hended him for his folly, confidering the 
brutality of the people, and their diflike to 
Chriftians ; if any accident had happened, it 
would have moft undoubtedly proved fatal 
to the whole party. In turning the corner 
of a fireet, a young fellow attempted to 
fnatch away my whip ; neither did he relin- 
quifh it till after fome ftruggle between us. 
I have given fome features of the inhabitants 
of Antioch, and what a traveller may expedf. 
I would advife avoiding the towm, and rather 
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to feek any ftielter than fo inhofpitable a place. 
A tent would have been a thoufand times 
preferable, but this we had not. Another 
thing that perhaps made againft us, was the 
European drefs : it would be therefore better 
to appear a laTurque as foon as poffible after 
your arrival in Syria. 

The Armenian received us politely in his 
hall of audience, and welcomed us to his 
houfe. He was in company with two or 
three more of his religion, fmoking the 
Turkifli pipe, with a bottle of annifeed-wa- 
ter before him, from which he and his 
friends made frequent libations. Being feated 
on a carpet in the Eaftem ftyle, he ordered 
our baggage to his houfe, and a repaft to be 
prepared. After having aflifled us in fettling 
with the guide for the hire of our horfes, 
he very civilly requefted we w'ould refrefh 
ourfelves for a day or two with him; this 
we declined, and requefted his interference 
to procure us cattle in the morning at an 
early hour : orders were accordingly given, 
with every promife of affiftance on his part. 

At feven o’clock fupper was announced ; 
it confifted of feveral difhes, compofed chiefly 
of fifh drelTed in different ways, according 

to 
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to the mode of the country : they were 
placed on a large filver waiter, raifed about 
a foot from the carpet, on which the com- 
pany fat in a circular manner. Our party 
confifted of our hoft, the old Armenian, his 
fon, one of his friends, and ourfelves. Abun- 
dance of bread was thrown at the feet of the 
guefts ; but there was neither knife, fork, nor 
fpoon. Our entertainer helped the company 
liberally with his right hand, which he had 
previoufly wafhed for the purpofe. The 
mode in which this repaft was conduced 
appeared to us truly laughable. The hearty 
way our friend dived his hand, with the 
fleeve of his gown tucked up to his elbow, 
into a large difh, and transferred it with 
fome violence to our plates, and this too 
without aflcing or waiting our confent, 
formed a ftriking contrail to the delicacy of 
European manners. Notwithilanding this 
feeming want of cleanlinefs, great regard 
was paid to ablution. Water from a iilv^er 
ewer and clean towels were ferved the com- 
pany both before and after fupper. Our 
drink coniifred of thick wine of the country^ 
fomething refembling bad Madeira before it 
is made fine by the ufual operation. The 
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annifeed-water was by no means forgotten ; 
and upon the whole we made a very tole- 
rable meal. Supper being ended, the com- 
pany retired to the oppofite corner of the 
room, where pipes were prepared. After a 
Ihort time fpent in this way, we were vifited 
by an itinerant Italian phyfician, dreffed in a 
moft whimfical manner; he wore a very 
formal wig, with a cocked hat, large whil^ 
Jeers, a red filk Turkifh gown, under which 
appeared fome other clothes, partly Euro- 
, pean, and partly Turkilh. He was ex- 
tremely inquifitive for news, particularly of 
the war between the Emperor and the Turks. 
He afliired me, that all Syria wmuld rejoice at 
the fuccefs of the former, as it yielded the 
inhabitants a faint profped: of better mafters 
and better times. This poor man feemed 
fenfibly affedled at the miferies of the Sy- 
rians, of whom he fpoke handfomely, and 
added, that their poverty prevented the ef- 
fects of their generofity towards him. He 
was extremely defirous to return to Italy ; 
but, alas ! like many others, he had outlived 
his friends, and was now doomed to roam 
through the plains of Syria, in order to 
pick up a miferable pittance by bis Ikill in 
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curing the diforders incident to thefe inhof- 
pitable climes. He appeared to be refped:ed 
by our hoft, though I afterwards laaderftood^ 
that, like a number of vagrants and wanderers 
of his country, fome faux-pas of his youth 
was more than an objedlion againft vifiting 
his native land. To the honour of the Eng- 
lifh nation, adventurers of doubtful hiftory 
from foreign countries are every where to be 
met with in all parts of the Turkifti Empire, 
whiift we rarely find an Englifhman, who, 
like them, are grovelling in a country of 
flaves, expofed to fcorn, and liable to every 
infult degrading to the human mind. 

The phyfician having taken leave, with 
many compliments and wifhes for our fiic- 
cefs, chairs were placed in the area of the 
building, which, like all the Eaftern houfes 
of confequence, was furrounded by a high 
wall, fecured with a ftrong gate. Here the 
fmoking was continued, and we were joined 
by an Armenian, who appeared as the droll 
or merry-andrew of the family. He dif- 
played numberlefs antick geftures, and pof- 
fibly expreffed many witty fayings, if I 
may judge from the immoderate mirth of 
the fpedtators, for the language I did not un- 
derhand. 
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dserftand. Tbis amufement continued till 
ten o’clock, when beds or mattrelFes were 
fpiead OR- the carpet of the hall, with com- 
fortable pillows, and we laid ourfelves down 
to reft. 

The variety of this day would have afforded 
ample compenfation for its fatigues, could 
the unpieafant fenfation that remained on our 
minds, artfing from the condudl of the people 
of Antiochj have been effaced. Snug within 
our caftle, fgr fuch is the houfe of every 
man in this country, we rejoiced in being no 
longer fubjed to thofe infults and imperti- 
nences to which, remaining at the caravan- 
ferai, undoubtedly would have fubjedled us; 
and we were happy to think that the morning’s 
fun would convey us from a place we had 
fo much reafon to deteft. 

Early the next day coffee was ferved by a 
very pretty Armenian girl, daughter-in-law 
to our hofl. She was fair, and feemed by 
her little attentions defirous to pleafe ; her 
fine black hair hung down her baek in a 
hun^lred fmall plaits, whilft her forehead and' 
bread: were adorned with chequins connedied 
together by a firing. Her drefs gonfifted of 
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the Turkifli drawers, and a long robe, whiclit 
from her neck reached to her heels, made of a 
kind of lilk and cotton ftulf, intermixed with 
flowers of gold. She wore no covering on her 
head, and, unlike thofe of her fedl in India,- no 
handkerchief to cover her mouth. On her 
feet Ihehada pair of Turkifli flippers, which 
flie pulled off as Ihc approached the company 
of the men. She did not eat or even fit 
down to table with her hulband ; but what 
was to me flill more aftonifhing, was, to per- 
ceive this feemingly delicate woman folacing 
herfelf in the morning with a plentiful cup 
of annifeed-water. My fair countrywo- 
men will, no doubt, condemn the flavery in 
which the Eaflern ladies are maintained, and 
pleafingly refledt on the difference of their 
fituation, which at once ftamps them the 
companion of man, formed to be the partner 
of his cares, a relief to his woes, and the 
fupport and comfort of his old age. Conti- 
nue then by your condudt to deferve that ad- 
miration fo defervedly your due, and to fup- 
port that charadler which places you fo dif- 
tinguifliedly above all your fex. W'hether in' 
the foreign Courts of Europe, the fequef- 
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tered apartments of Eaftern monarchs, or the 
more humble walks of middling life, where- 
cver it is found. 

Our guide, who requefted to accompany 
us to Aleppo, appeared at half paft fix 
o’clock with the fame number of horfes as 
before, for which the bargain was fettled at 
fifty piaftres ; the baggage was loaded and 
every thing in readinefs a little after feven 
o’clock. Our hofl; advifed us to walk to 
the ourikirts of the town, in order to avoid 
the like infults we had before met with 
amongft the Turks, Near to the tomb 
of the Prophet, and in Paleftine, where 
Chriftians feldom refort, they are interdidled 
from appearing on horfeback, or from wear- 
ing green, the favourite colour of Mahomet; 
but in commercial cities riding on horfeback 
is generally permitted. This recommenda- 
tion we mofl; willingly complied with, but, 
after all, we did not entirely efcape the ma- 
lice of the people ; the boys, as we pafled the 
ftreets, called us by the vilefi; epithets, nor 
could the protedlion or interpofition of the 
Armenian agent who accompanied us prevent 
it. It was not till eight o’clock that we took 
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leave of our condudior, and mounted our 
horfes to proceed on our journey. 

The city of Antioch at dilfferent times 
fuffered feverely from the rage of bigotry 
and fuperftition, infeparably attached to the 
zealots of the 12th and 13th centuries, when 
the fpirit of enthuliafm, roufed by defigning 
priefts, induced the powers of Europe to at- 
tempt the reduction of Syria and the Holy 
Tand. The remembrance of the hardfhips 
and cruelties impofed at this period have 
been handed down from father to fon, from 
generation to generation, and this deep-rooted 
unalterable prejudice has 

“ Grown with their growth, 

“ And firenghtened with their Idrength.” 

At this day its effedls are vilible. Nothing 
- but a free intercourfe with European nati- 
ons can wear out the venom of deteftation in 
■which they hold us ; little addidted to trade, 
proud, revengeful, and villanous to noto- 
riety, there is little chance of alteration whilft 
the government remains in the hands of the 
Turks, and where fuch latitude is given to 
plunder and depredation. 
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After fome time, pafling- along the remains 
of an old caufevvay, we quitted the ancient 
boundaries of Antioch, through a maffy gate- 
way, built of hewn flone, ftill pretty entire, 
and with the Lake on our left, began to move 
along; the foot of fome rifintr g-round which 
lay on our right hand. 

Adieu to Antioch, the former refidence of 
monarchs, on whofe nod depended the fate 
of millions : the feat of learning and po- 
litenefs, famous from the firft ages of the 
Chriftian sera for the licentious fpirit of its 
inhabitants, the effeminacy of their manners, 
their guilt and turbulence. 

The Syrians of the capital, naturally 
indolent and diffolute, were enervated with 
excefs of pleafure, and whilfl they tafted 
the delicious poifon, their minds were 
ftrongly tinbfured with the fpirit of fedition. 
Ever diffatisfied with their fituation, fre- 
quently has the rod of chaftifement been pre- 
pared for the people of Antioch, andthe jufi: 
wrath of the Emperor Theodofius had doom- 
ed the city to be degraded from the capital to 
a fubordinate village, deprived of its reve- 
nues and its privileges, had not the more 
temperate meafures of Hellibutus and Cefa- 
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rius prevailed on the Emperor to grant a free' 
and a general pardon. 

Whilft I traced the ancient boundary of the 
city, flill marked by a llrong wall, winding 
to the top of a high and rocky mountain, I 
could not omit to bewail the fatal end of all 
human grandeur, and the fad reverfe of pomp, 
pride, ar.d cldcntation. Antioch, the gayeft 
city of the earth, the birth-place of the fo- 
phiil; Libanius, the refdence of Julian and of 
Empire, now dwindled to an inconfiderable 
town, inhabited by an illiberal fet of men, 
whofe unlettered and barbarous minds tri- 
umph over the fpirit of learning and genius. 
The eloquence of St. John was here unrival- 
led, and Antioch has produced the ableff and 
held writers of the firft ages of Chriftianity. 

As we continued to afeend the rilintr 
ground above Antioch, we were met by a 
party of Turkilh cavalrv, proceeding againfl 
the rebel Pacha of Payas. This detachment 
appeared well clothed and armed, and to- 
lerably mounted. I'hey were led by an offi- 
cer, who came gently along fmoking his 
pipe on horfeback. W'e accofted him 
in the Eaflern ftyle, v, hich he politely re- 
turned. One of his foldiers obferving: fome 
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told meat in a baiket, requeftcd the leg of a 
fowl, which was immediately given to him. 
I always found the Turkilh foldiers open 
in their communications, generous in their 
difpoiition, and free from the vulgar and en- 
thufiaftic preiudices common to their religion. 
Our travelling companions, the Janizaries, 
already taken notice of, daily invited us to 
partake of their bread and fruit. In return, 
our wane and meat was to them a grateful 
prefent, and I found hofpitality, good hu- 
mour, and complacency, blended in men 
trained to the profeffion of arms, and inha- 
biting a country where the mild manners 
of cultivated fociety had been exchanged for 
the ferocious bigotry of fanatic Mahomedans 
and the Scythian manners of the predatory 
Turcoman. 

Riding flowlv on in front of our little ca- 
ravan, my mind infenlibly reverted to the 
former flourilhing fate of Syria. 1 fancied 
delightful fituations, once the abode of great- 
nefs and power, and figured on either hand 
palaces and temples, groves and fountains. 
I was at once tranfported from a negledled 
country to the faireft province of the Eaftern 
hemifphere. My reverie was interrupted by 
O 2 the 
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the appearance of a rapid flream, where it 
was neceffary to halt for the caravan. On 
the oppofite lide flood a fmall village, inha- 
bited bv people whofe decent occupation was 
to cultivate the ground, and whofe iimple 
manners imprefled the idea of primitive ages, 
yet were they not without their afflidlions. 
The hardy Turcomans frequently occupied 
the banks of the river and plundered the 
Aleppo caravans, whilft they obliged the 
neighbouring villages to fupply themfelves 
and their horfes with whatever they flood in 
need. 

The country had as yet afforded but little 
appearance of cultivation : here and there 
the hufl)andman attended his plough, whilfl 
large herds of Oieep and cattle roamed over 
a grateful and luxuri mt fc)il, capable of pro- 
ducing every thing that nature could require 
or even delicacy demand. 

On the arrival of our party, I was happy 
to recognife the benign countenance of our 
venerable friend who fo cordially received 
us at Antioch. He was mounted on a llrong 
little horfe, and was attended by a fervant, who 
on another rode behind him. On his fervantbs 
back was flung his mafler’s carbine, and he 

carried 
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carried in his hand a Tnrkiih fcymeter : 
the old man had his girdle provided with a 
handfoine pildol ; at his wrill hung a trufty 
fword, the companion of his youth, and now 
the pride of his old age. In a barbarous and 
ill-regulated country it is necelTary for men 
to arm and colled: againft the depredator and 
alTailin, and we now found our caravan con- 
fiderably augmented lince our quitting the fea 
coaft. The principle of felf-defence is im- 
planted not only in the human but in the 
animal creation ; inftind fupplies the want 
of reafon in the brutes, and teaches them to 
look for fafety either in their courage, their 
cunning, the fwiftnefs of their foot, or in a 
colleded body. The great Author of our 
being has wifely allotted to all his creation 
xvhatever is mod aptly fuited to the temper, 
or bed adapted to the welfare of his crea- 
tures : whether the haughty and imperious 
man, who boldly adlimes the fuperiority of 
the world, or the creeping infed, whofe 
tranfitory exidence endureth but a few days, 
Tranfported to the oppolite fide of the 
river in an aukward boat, my aged friend and 
I dowly approached a delightful countrj^ 
which prefented itfelf at the didance of a 
O 3 few 



( 198 ) 

few miles ; the fields had been recently co- 
vered with grain, whilft the olive tree afforded 
a plentiful harvelf : the cotton-bufh appeared 
in high vigour and great abundance. To 
me this fpot was, cf all I had yet fcen or 
afterwards law, the paradife of Syria : in- 
dulfry appeared exddently the caufe of fo 
much regularity, and of the beauty difplayed 
on the face of the country. The quantity of 
game which we obferved, particularly par- 
tridges, befpoke the labour of the hufband- 
man : abundance feemed to reward the pea- 
fant for hJs toil, and nature appeared arrayed 
in fmiles. A drizzling rain accompanied us 
to Salkend, the principal village of the dif- 
tridr, whither -our guide had galloped on to 
provide lodgings for the night. 

The unhappy date of the country, and the 
dill miore v.’retched date of Turkilh policy, 
obliges the Syrians to live together in cond- 
derable numbers, and to choofe fituations in- 
accedible to cavalry, in order to prevent as 
much as podible the incurdons of the Curds, 
who make frequent vilits to the plains of 
Svria, 

On our approaching the village, our atten- 
tion was attracled by the appearance of many 

well- 
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well-cultivated gardens : Plenty appeared to 
have fixed her abode in this fpot, and I for 
a moment forgot that I was in the land of 
tyranny and oppreffion. 

Afcending the height on which the village 
ftood, we were met by our guide, who con- 
ducted us to a houfe he had provided for our 
reception. 

The upper part was allotted for our refi- 
dence : it confifted of a long hail with a fire- 
place at one end ; it had recently ferved as 
the granary of the family. Being cleaned 
out, and mats fpread, a good fire was pre- 
pared to dry our clothes, and orders given 
for a plentiful meal. It was now three 
o’clock, and we had tafted little fince our 
leaving Antioch. 

We were vifited by the family, which con- 
fifted of an old man and his wife, their fon 
and daughter-in-law, an aged grand- mother, 
and feveral young children. 

It has often been remarked, that the foft 
effeminacy of the Syrians difpofed them to a 
free indulgence of a paflion fo happily de- 
feribed as the moft amiable weaknefs of hu- 
man nature : born in a delightful climate and 
a prolific foil, w^hich wfithout the aid of labo- 
O 4 rious 
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rious fervitude gratified the wiilies and fup- 
plied the wants of the inhabitants, it is no 
wonder that the Syrians incline their thoughts 
to love : their extreme levity was defcribed 
in lively colours by many with whom I con- 
verfed, and I trufl that the caution with 
which I received the information, and my 
own want of credulity, will, in adding my 
teftimony, be fufficient to engage the confi- 
dence of my readers when I fpeak of the 
Syrians as they are : 

“ Nothing extenuate, or fet down aught in malice.” 

It is hardly to be believed that in a coun- 
try which has any pretenlions to the man- 
ners and CLifloms of the prefent age, or even 
to the feelings of m.ankind, that the natives 
would readily connive or even confent to 
give up their wives and daughters to the em- 
braces of a ftranger; and I fliould be forrv 
of myfelf to damp difgrace, or to affix a 
character on a people, were it not eftabliflied 
from my own knowledge, and confirmed by 
the mod unequivocal authorities *. In this 

* Vide Campbell’s Journey over-land, page 175, 
part ift. And Plaiiled, who travelled in 1747, mentions 
the fair.c thing. 
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fad all travellers agree, both in the prefent 
day, as well as thofe of former times. 
But indeed this circumftance is not confined 
folely to the Syrians: it is the pradice 
amongft different Indian tribes, and alfo in 
Lapland, where it is faid, that, to mend the 
breed, for the Laplanders are extremely ugly, 
the hufband makes an offer of his wife to a 
handfome flranger. 

The extreme affability of the old ladies, 
whofe falacious complexions were but badly 
fupported by their age, difgufling red hair, 
and their indecent freedoms, was to me 
a matter of furprife. At fupper we were 
joined by the children and wife of the young 
man: fhe was handfome and engaging, 
and it was not paradoxical that my compa- 
nion was rather ilruck with her appearance. 
Our attention to her children, to whom we 
gave fome different European coins, might 
pofftbly have excited her avarice : be that as 
it will, fire enjoyed the banquet till it was 
time to retire to reft. 

We had been abundantly fupplied with 
eggs, milk, fowl, and kid, w hich, without 
our wine, afforded a tolerable repaft. The 
bath was now prepared, and my companion 
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scnred to the grcatcfl luxury in the Eafteni 
world. The bath in this village is far fu- 
perior to the confequcnce of the place, and 
befpeaks better times. Myfriend^s ablutions 
continued till after midnight, when he retired 
to prepare for the fatigues of the enfuing day. 

We enjoyed tolerable repofe till five 
o’clock the next morning, when it was time 
to arrange and to prepare ourfelves for the 
journey. As I have already mentioned, the 
expence of lodging is a piaftre for each per- 
fon, to which we added a fmall prefent for 
the neceffaries the family had afforded us. 
The poor people were highly pleafed, and I 
believe had reafon to regret our departure. 

At half paft feven we mounted our horfes; 
feveral of the villagers came out of their 
houfes to have a fight of Europeans in the 
drcfs of their country : they particularly ad- 
mired our Englifh fire-arms, and it is not 
here improper to remark, that the natives 
are troublefome to a great degree in handling 
every thing of this nature ; the lowefi: of 
them will, without ceremony, attempt to 
take from your girdle your piftol, fpy-glafs, 
or whatever may attract his notice. In this 
curiofity they no doubt Ihculd be checked. 

I have 
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I have been told of fome of thefe fellows 
making no fcruple of taking advantage wdiich 
poffeilion gave them, and running off with 
the prize. There is a different conduct to 
be obferved to the better kind of people, who 
will politely afk, and who fhould not be re- 
futed . 

In all nations there is a wdde diftinc- 
tion in point of manners between the inha^ 
bitants of towns and thofe of the country, 
and in none more than in Syria. 

The farmers and peafants are mild, cour- 
teous, and primitive in their manners, affa- 
ble to ftrangers, and difpofed to oblige ; 
whilft thofe who have a more familiar ac- 
quaintance with the world from inhabiting 
large towns and attending caravans are proud, 
prefumptuous, infolent, and licentious : and 
I fliould advife all travellers to avoid any ap- 
pearance of freedom or intimacy with peo- 
ple of this defcription. The leafl familiarity 
admits their taking liberties, which only 
ferve to chagrin and difgufl you wdth the 
journey. 

We commenced this day’s march by af- 
cending a hilly road which continued for 
feveral miles, and terminated in the bofom 
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of fome rugged mountains, where vve could 
perceive fome figns of cultivation ; prefently 
the report of a piftol was heard, and at the 
fame time our caravan was ordered to halt : 
this detention proceeded from a pofl efla- 
blilhed here. It is in fadt a cuftom-houfe, 
wliere a toll is paid on ail merchandize and 
by all palfengers , at the rate of fo much on 
each load, whether it be that of a camel, 
horfe, or afs. Here the territory of another 
Pacha commences, and who impofes this 
tax as a fund for protecting the traveller and 
his property from the depredations of free- 
booters j but I am forry to fay it is more a 
pretext to obtain money, than with a view 
to the protection of trade. 

The fum exaCted from us for ourfelves 
and baggage amounted to two chequins. 

I imderflood from our guide that much more 
had been demanded, and it was not without 
fome contention that we were permitted to 
depart fo eafily. The cafe cannot be other- 
wife where fo much room is left for extor- 
tion and fraud, and where tyranny and op- 
prclTion are fubflituted for regularity and 
irood order. 

The mountain we had now' to afeend ap- 
peared 
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pcared rugged and uneven, and it was witli 
lome difficulty that our horfes kept their 
footing, the guides being in many places 
under the neceffity of leading them by the 
bridle. Having got to the bottom, we tra- 
verfed a barren plain, and entering a defile, 
were conducled to a delightful and well-cul- 
tivated fpot. It feemcd encompaffied as far 
as the eye could reach by little hills, and ap - 
peared fequeflered and retired from the itn- 
cultivated wafte which we had paffed. The 
inhabitants were very bufily employed in til- 
ling the ground : the foil was the richefi; I 
ever faw, and mouldered in th.e fame way as 
the fineft garden ground in Europe. At tlie 
further end of the valley we paifed through 
the little village ot Arminaz, furrounded 
with neat fields and gardens, abounding with 
fig and other fruit trees : this plcafing prof- 
pedl continued butaffiort time. *It was now 
a little part one o’clock, and the warmelt 
day we had experienced in Syria, when we 
again immerfed into another inhofpitable 
and defolate track. The hand of oppreffion 
had here ufurped its obdurate reign; the for- 
faken villages befpoke the tyranny of the 
government, and fuch was the ftate of uni- 
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Verfal decay on many of them, that it ap- 
peared as if the inhabitants with one con- 
fent and on one day had agreed to leave a 
dwelling they could no longer poflefs with 
eafe or fafety," to quit the monuments of 
their fiithers, and to feek new habitations 
in more diftant climes, where they could 
enjoy undidurbcd the fcanty pittance denied 
them by the wretched policy and unjufl: ex- 
tortion of the unfeeling Turks. As far as 
the fight could ferve, not a human creature 
was to be feen ; a continued plain only 
bounded by the horizon and the difmal prof- 
pedl of the fcattered and deferted villages, 
afforded to the mind but few agreeable or 
lively images. Moving quickly on to quit 
the dreary and uncomfortable fcene, we 
overtook a fmall caravan guared by fome 
Turkifli foldiers. Thofe merry fellows 
feemed defirous to pleafe us, and to fhew 
their dexterity, fliot feveral fmall birds with 
fingle ball, at the dhfance of feventy or 
eighty yards. Thefe they prefented to us, 
and willingly and thankfully received a few 
parahs in return: they were armed w'ith 
match-locks, but clothed in no regular or 
uniform manner. 
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Mark Maffereen now prefented itfelf as 
the firil inhabited village we had for a long 
time feen. At three P. M. we entered this 
place, where it was intended we fhould re- 
frefh ourfelves for fome hours. We were 
conducted to a tolerable good houfe, and re- 
ceived by a decent man both in appearance 
and deportment: he was at great pains to 
make our lodgings clean and agreeable. The 
apartment allotted us confifted of a long hall, 
on the floor of which plenty of new mats 
and fome Turkey carpets were fpread : a 
wood fire was lighted in the corner, and 
preparations made for a good dinner. In 
the interim, our friends, theTurkifla foldiers, 
who occupied the adjoining room, invited 
us to partake of an exceeding fine water 
melon; being feated in a circular form 
on the carpet, the melon was produced and 
equally divided by the affiftance of a feyme- 
ter, which ferved inftead of a knife. We in 
return regaled thofe poor fellows with a cou- 
ple of bottles of indifferent claret, with 
which they retired contentedly to fleep till 
after fun-fet, when they intended to make 
their principal and indeed only meal. The 
mutual civilities interchanged by thefe peo- 
ple 
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pie and us was particularly pleafingj they 
were in point of appearance in their drefs, 
their horfes, and arms, of luperior rank to 
that of a common Janizarv, and their whole 
manner befpoke more refinement than could 
poffibly be expected from an illiterate fol-* 
dier.' We could readily rely on their fup- 
port, and it added much to our fecurity and 
comfort in travelling, having the company 
of people fo well inclined towards us as they 
on every occafion appeared to be. 

We were given to underidand the caravan 
we met would fet out at eleven o’clock at 
night; it was therefore neceiTary to make the 
moil of our time. This being the laid dage 
to Aleppo, is particularly dangerous, and is 
generally performed in the night, to prevent 
an attack. The Turcoman retires in the even- 
ing to his fequedered camp hid in fomc ob- 
fcure valley, where he may pafs the night in 
fafety with his family, to whofc care it has 
been entruded during his abfence, and it is 
a known fadt that thefe encampments have 
been gallantly defended againd the Pacha’s 
troops, by the valour of the women only. 
It cannot be contradidled that the female 
bread is capable of the greated adls of he- 
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roifm and bravery. The exiftence of Ama- 
zons has been equally doubted and aflerted 
by writers of antiquity : and even in more 
modern times the veracity of Columbus, the 
difcoverer of America, has been called in 
queftion, when he alErms, that in the ifland 
of Guadaloupe he found a nation of female 
warriors, who obftinately and refolutely de- 
fended themfelves againfl; the embraces and 
the horrible propenfities of the cannibal 
Caribbs, and who only, at ftated periods, 
allowed and fought intercoufes with men. 
We have, in our time, been witnefles of lin- 
gular ads of determination and courage in 
’women, of which the French revolution is a 
lively and llriking example. Forgetful of 
the delicacy of their fex, they alTumed the 
habits of man : they worked the artillery, 
and charged at the head of the cavalry, while 
others fought on foot, under the bellies of 
the Auftrian horfes, fearlefs either of the 
fab re or of being trodden to death. Where- 
ever the faculties of the mind are moll zea- 
loully and forcibly interelled, in revolutions, 
confpiracy, or love, in all thel'e cafes forti- 
tude is to be found in the feiriale fex, equal, 
VoL. I, P if 
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if not fuperior, to what is difcoverable i» 
man. Amongft others may be inftanced 
the two lifters who fought in the battle of 
Gemmappe, in the capacity of aides-de-camp^ 
to General Dumourier. Thofe female war- 
riors were ftrongly recommended by that 
General to the Prelident of the National 
Convention, and to the Minifter of War, for 
tlieir heroifm and braver}\ The Commif- 
iioners to the Army of the North report them 
in the following wmrds : — “ Above all, we 
“ muft infonn the Aflembly, that we faw in 
the camp two lifters, Mifs Felialas and 
•* Mifs Theophila Fernic, who had dif- 
“ tinguilhed themfelves in feveral Ikir- 
milhes, and had adlions with the enemy ; 
“ and who, in addition to a manly courage, 
‘‘ difplayed, in an eminent degree, the moftr 
“ amiable virtues of their own fex — mild- 
“ nets, fw’cetnefs of difpolition, and mo- 
“ defty.” I am afraid fo much cannot be 
laid for all the ladies who devote themfelves 
to a camp life, and who partake voluntarilv 
in the hardlhips of war. 

Strange it is that thefe daring free-booters 
Ihould be permitted to infefl: the vicinity of 
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a city like Aleppo, and to approach within 
half a mile of the walls which enclofe above 
lixty thoufand inhahitants, including a regu- 
lar military force. 

After dinner Mr. Blackader and myfelf 
took a walk in the town. Not yet having 
quitted the European drefs, we were regarded 
very attentively by the people of the place. 
Their impertinent curiofity became almoft 
infupportable, and we were glad to retire, 
without being much benefited by our excur- 
fion, to enjoy a few hours repofe previous to 
our departure. 

This town is entirely open, and confifts of 
a few tolerable houfes, and about two hun- 
dred very bad ones. The place contains 
a pretty good hummum, and appears to be 
ufed principally as a halting-place for the 
caravans bound to and from Aleppo. 

We were called a little paft eleven o’clock, 
and by twelve we were ready to proceed. 
The morning was remarkably cold; the 
moon was getting up when we commenced 
our march. Mutual confidence in each 
other made us regardlefs of danger, and we 
proceeded on without apprehenfion or dread. 

P 2 As 
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As our party advanced towards Aleppo the 
weather became more unpleahintj thick and 
heavy clouds obfcured the moori; the air be- 
came damp and raw, added to the moft piercing 
cold that I had for a long time experienced. 
Finding it impollible to remain on horfe- 
back, I difmounted to warm mvfelf with 
walking. I continued on foot at a fmart 
pace till day-break, when a wild expanfe of 
uncultivated and barren w'afte prefented it- 
felf to view. The country was level, and 
almoft entirely covered with fmall ftones. 
The Turkiili foldiers had for the whole 
night been conftant in their attentions, and 
even took off their warm cloaks to Ihelter ws 
from the cold. Towards morning a chain 
of lights, moving almoft in a parallel di- 
redlion, attraited our notice; it proved' to be 
the Hadge from Mecca returning to Aleppo : 
they were to the number of fome thoufands, 
as we were aiterwards informed. 

Not a houfe nor a tree was now to be 
feen. About a quarter before nine the 
ground appeared to fvvell gently to the 
eaft, which at laft terminated in a fmall 
eminence in our front. One of the foldiers 
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pointing to the fpot, acquainted us, that 
from it Aleppo was to be feen. Anxious to 
get a fight of the capital of Syria, I rode 
brilkly on, accompanied by our Janizaries. 
How great was my aftonilhment to behold, 
at the diftance of three or four miles, a mag- 
nificent city, rifing majeftically from ‘the 
bofom of a defart. Its ancient caftle, raifed 
on an artificial eminence in the centre of the 
city, which it feems proudly to command, 
had a wonderful effedf. Its turrets, mina- 
rets, and domes, varioufly interfperfed with 
the flat and terraced roofs of the houfes, 
added to its maffy gate and elevated walls of 
hewn ftone, gave it grandeur and dignity. 
The fentiments of the mind at firft fight are 
formed by the profpedts which it contem- 
plates. Aleppo, placed in a fruitful coun- 
try, would not create the wonder and amaze- 
ment with which we regard it in the midft 
of its arid plains. The fame feelings that I 
experienced when beholding the city of Ve- 
nice from an elevation of three hundred feet, 
in the mill: of her ocean, now operated on 
my mind, and the want of furrounding ob- 
jects afforded no comparifon to diminifh fo 
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linking a fight ; an objecS confiderably in- 
creafed and heightened from its burfling 
upon you at once, and where gradual ap- 
proach does not prepare the mind to form 
conjedlures on its importance. 

We reached the gates of Aleppo at eleven 
d’clock, where we w'ere met by the country 
mufic, who conllantly attend to -n'clcome the 
arrival of every caravan. Near to the gate 
a fervant of theConful’s mounted on a hand- 
fome Arab horfe delivered me a letter. This 
perfon had been difpatched by him to con- 
dudb us to the confulary houfe, where we 
arrived in half an hour. 

Mr. Devezin, who aded in the charader 
of Conful for Great Britain, received us with 
great politenefs. After fatisfying him on the 
fubjed of European politics and news, he 
was particularly inquifitive as to what we 
had learned regarding the fate of Captain 
Fowlis, and the meafures taken bv the Porte 
to fupprefs the tyrannical proceedings of the 
Pacha of Payas. We 'readily undertook to 
give him our information by the following 
letter, which he forwarded to Sir Robert 
Ainflie 


MICHAEL 
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■“ MICHAEL DEVEZIN, ESQ, 

“ Conful to His Britannic Majeftv, Aleppo. 

“ SIR, 

Having called upon us for information 
I'efpeibing the proceedings now carrying on 
againft the Pacha of Fayas, we will very 
willingly afford you, in your public capacity, 
every information that fell within our know- 
ledge at Scandaroon, or during our journey 
from thence to this place. 

“ On our arrival at Scandaroon, the 27th of 
laft month, we were informed, that in con- 
fequence of reprefentations made by you to 
Sir Robert Ainflie, and by him to the Otto- 
man Porte, on account of the capture and 
detention of Captain Fowlis, as well as the 
Pacha’s recent conduct to the pilgrims, or- 
ders had been lately fent to a neighbouring 
Pacha to colledl the force of the country,’ 
and immediately to attack the Pacha of 
Payas, to feize him and his adherents, and 
to fend him prifoner to Conftantinople. In 
confcquence of thefe orders, his town was 
invefted by an army of fifteen thoufand men, 
between whom and the Pacha’s people fe- 
veral fkirmilhes had taken place. We ob- 
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ferved the fignals from the camp, and met 
with feveral detachments proceeding to join 
the arm)^. In a few days after our leaving 
Scandaroon a vigorous attack was expededj 
and from the pofitive orders of the Porte, 
there is every reafon to hope that the Pacha 
of Payas will be foon fecured, at leaft if the 
large force oppofed to him perform their 
duty. Not many days previous to our arri- 
val, the Pacha flopped and plundered a cara- 
van of three hundred pilgrims; and it is faid, 
that he has eredled four poles in the front of 
his houfe, in order to hang certain principal 
men he expected foon to have in his poflef- 
fion. 

“ We were forry to learn that Captain 
Fowlis and his people attempted an efcape, 
which might, in fome degree, have exafpe- 
rated the Pacha, and impeded his enlarge- 
ment. In this attempt he was fired upon by 
the fentry, and retaken. We can add no- 
thing farther on this unpleafant fubjed: ; but 
beg -to remain, 

“SIR, 

Your mofl; obedient humble fervants, 
(Signed) “ john taylor. 

.AlF-Ffo, “ ADAM BLACKADER.” 

Ath Dec. i/Sg. 
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We continued at Aleppo from the 4th of 
December to the 15th, all this time being 
fpent in procuring a guard, and preparing to 
crofe the Defart. We lived with the Conful, 
and as foon as poffible appeared abroad in 
the Turkifh habit. The weather was very 
cold, and we were glad to be wrapt in fur 
from head to foot. We vifited and were vi- 
fited by the French Conful, and moil; of the 
European inhabitants, and on the whole had 
no reafon to be diffatisfied with either the ci- 
vility, fociality, or mode of living at Aleppo. 
I attended the baths, and enjoyed rmich be- 
nefit and gratification from this clean and 
falutaty cuftom. They are large and elegant, 
and reforted to by all ranks of people. 

The city of Aleppo, or Haleb, as it is now 
called by the Turks, was the Bera'a of the 
ancients, and lituated in latitude 35. 45. 
23. N. and longitude 37. 20. E. The mag- 
nificence of Aleppo, as you approach it from 
the Defart, ftrikes the traveller with aftonifhr 
ment ; but on entering the gates you find 
the ftreets narrow, dark, and dirty. The 
mofques and principal houfes are built of a 
kind of marble; they are fuperb, and for 
ftrength and durability they are equal, if not 
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fuperior, to any buildings in the empire of 
the Turks. The baths are particularly de- 
ferving our attention ; for elegance and ac- 
commodation they are not outdone by any 
in the world. The caftle too, which rifes 
from the centre of the city, and afTumes a 
pre-eminence over the furrounding build- 
ings, claims our notice. Although a place 
of neither fecurity nor defence, being much 
gone to decay, it neverthelefs gives an air 
of great noblenefs and grandeur to Aleppo. 
The inhabitants have been varioufly com- 
puted j but in the countries which are inha- 
bited by the Turks and Arabs, all calculation 
is fallacious. The plague, war, or famine, 
alternately depopulate the richeft and beft in- 
habited places. Aleppo has been faid to con- 
tain 240,000, people, but at this moment I 
do not imagine that yo.ooo arc to be found ; 
of thefe 8000 may be Cliri Ilians and 300oje ws . 
The young men of i\leppo are Ifrong and well 
built, and the women, when young, are re- 
markably handfome, though rather too much 
on the en bon point, efpecially their necks, 
which in fomc young women are of a pro- 
digious fizc. They are in general disfigured 
by the difeafe of Aleppo, which is an ende- 
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mial diforder of this place only. It comes 
like a fmall pimple, and its approach is dif- 
covered by a fharp itching. It increafes 
and inflames confiderably, till it becomes an 
ulcer the fize of half a crown. The diforder 
lafts twelve months, and mofllv fixes on the 
hands and face, where it leaves a deep brown 
mark, which through life is never effaced. 
Strangers are fubjedt to this complaint, and 
few efcape it, provided they make any ftay 
at Aleppo. It is faid to originate in the bad 
qualities of the water, in the fame manner as 
we aferibe the worm in the leg in India to a 
fimilar caufe, and alfo the fwelled leg of 
Cochin *. The inhabitants of this city are 
refpedlable, and decent in their manners, and^ 
more civil to Europeans than any city or tawn 
fubjedt to the T urks. This refinement princi- 
pally arifes out of the fpirit of commerce, and 
the intercourfe with other countries, particu- 
larly with India, The inhabitants of Buffora 
and Aleppo, who have more frequent opportu- 
nities for obfervation, and more immediate 

* Almoft every third perfon that you meet in the 
ftreets of Cochin have their legs and feet fwelled to a 
nioft immoderate lize, thought to originate from the 
bad water in that neighbourhood. 
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connection with that country, are a poliflied 
people in comparifon with thofe who inha- 
bit the frontier towns of Turkey, or thofe of 
India or Paleftine ; fo much does com- 
merce meliorate and improve the manners, 
and even the difpofitions, of thofe nations 
who feck for new fources of opulence and 
power in the habits of perfeverance and in- 
duftry. The capitation paid by the Chrif- 
tians amounts to fix hundred purfes : but 
this revenue muft be fubject to great fludlu- 
ation, efpecially in thofe times when the 
plague fweeps, away fo many thoufands of 
the inhabitants. This diftemper is reckoned 
to vifit Aleppo every ten or twelve years. 

The city and diliridl of Aleppo is go- 
verned by a Pacha, nominated by the Porte; 
but in reality it may be called an independent 
government, as little or no dependence can 
be put on him. During the late war wdth 
Rulfia, the quota ot troops to be furnifhed 
by Aleppo was fix thoufand men, but it 
was with the greateft difficulty that the Pa- 
cha could prevail on a few of that number 
to fet out for the army. They did fo with 
great imwillingnefs, but very foon returned, 
curfing the Turks, and wifhing the deftruc- 
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tion. of their empire. The diftant depen- 
dencies of Conftantinople do not feel any 
.part of the impulfe or of that energy which 
conned s and cements an empire : they may 
be compared to the ramifications of the ba- 
nyan-tree, which do not depend on the pa- 
rent flock, but take root from the branches, 
and at laft may be feparated and flourifh of 
themfelves. In fad, the interefls of the 
Porte and thofe of the Eaftem provinces are 
totally diffimilar, and one day or other this 
oppofition will affift to accelerate her down- 
fall. The military force of the Pacha is very’ 
inconfiderable, and they feldomgo far beyond 
the w'alls of the city. The Arabs are entirely 
independent of the Turkifh government, and 
they behold it with an eye of contempt and 
difregard : they allow the Turks only the 
fhadowof power, whilft the fubftance is en- , 
joyed by themfelves. 

The trade of the Levant has been rapidly 
declining fince the difcovery of the* paffage 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope j for- 
merly there was upwards of forty Englifh 
merchants fettled in Aleppo: but I much doubt 
the prefent exiflence of two houfes of refpec- 
tability of our nation at that place. In the 

year 
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}’^ar ijgo, M. Devezin, the Englirti Conful, 
informed me, “ That the Levant Company, 
‘ ‘ on taking the fcale or commercial fituation 
“ of Aleppo into confidcration, came to a re- 
“ foliitson of abandoning it, as the trade 
■ thereof was bv" no means adequate to the 
expence ot lupporting a Pro-Conful and 
Facfory any longer.” That gentleman 
perfectly agreed that the trade could not 
furtain lb heavy an expence as the eftab- 
lilhment occaiioned, nor that the allowance 
was fufficient for him without trade, not 
even including that paid by the Laft-India 
Company. The nth of April, 1791, was 
fixed by the Levant Company for his de- 
parture : fince which time we have had no 
regularly-appointed Conful at Aleppo. 

\Vhen the fituation of Aleppo is confi- 
dered, we are firuck with aftonifhment at its 
lofs of trade : — no place can be better adapted 
for commerce, and, independent of every ob- 
flrudlion, were a regular and well-appointed 
gov*ernment eflabiilhed, it would again draw 
to its centre a very great proportion of its 
former abundance. In point of inland trade, 
by caravans, it ftands unrivalled ; Armenia, 
Georgia, Natolia, and the great cities of 
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Diarbekir, Bagdad and Damafcus: Perfia 
and Egypt may be confidered in the range of 
its commerce. The ports of Scandaroon 
and Latachea on the Mediterranean open a 
fpeedy conveyance to the fhores of Europe ; 
but thofe advantages are loft in a country 
where property is unprotedled, and where 
government have not the means to guarantee 
the fafety of either the trader or of his mer- 
chandife. 

The proportion of other European fettlers 
is equally fmall with thofe of our own coun- 
try : in fhort, the trade has dwindled into the 
utmoft infignificance, and if a change does 
not fpeedily take place, it muft .end in the 
total deftrudlion not only of Aleppo, but of 
every place in Arabia dependent on the Turk- 
ifh Empire. The environs of Aleppo exhi- 
bit a pidture diftrefhng to the eye, and equally 
hurtful to humanity ; out of forty large vil- 
lages that formerly furrounded the city, not 
one is left now inhabited : the ruins are to be 
feen, and it will require the power of ages to 
obliterate their remembrance. The houfes are 
compofed of ftrong clay mixed with gravel, 
beat together w'ith heavy mallets : the roof 
of each apartment is feparate, and being of a 
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conical form, they appear like nurhberlefs 
bee-hives of a large dimenlion. 

Aleppo is remarkable for the goodnefs of 
the mutton and other viands : filh is pro- 
curable from the Orontes and the Lake of 
Antioch ; eels are in particular to be had in 
great plenty : they are faked, and are much 
eaten by the natives : vegetables and fruit are 
likewife abundant ; among the latter are 
grapes, mulberries, figs, Piftachionuts, pears, 
plums, peaches and walnuts. Their water 
is brought from the diftance of five miles, 
and is extremely good ; but the water pro- 
curable in the city is bad and very brackifli. 
There does not exift a doubt of the advan- 
tages which might be derived from the local 
and relative fituation of Aleppo. It is capa- 
ble of high improvement, and even the foil 
immediately in the vicinity is rich and luxu- 
riant. On the weftern fide it is watered by 
the little river Coig, which, though a fmall 
ftream, is never totally dried up. The 
grain principally, produced in this neghbour- 
hood is wheat and barley ; the firft is indige- 
nous to the foil of Syria, from whence it has 
been tranfplanted into the climates of Europe. 
Nature here produces, but with us art and 
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induftry improve. Let us not therefore ar- 
raign the juftice of Providence; for if it 
plants in one foil, we reap the fame article in 
another, and the genial influence of Heaven 
extends in different degrees throughout the 
univerfal globe. 

As I have already obferved, the firft coup 
d’oeil of Aleppo is admirable. The buildings 
being all of ftone, and the houfes not being 
burdened with heavy clumfy roofs, gives the 
whole an air of inconceivable neatnefs. The 
roofs of the houfes are all flat, and terraced 
with hard cement: from each houfe there 
is a communication with the terrace above, 
by which the inhabitants of whole ftreets 
enjoy-the fociety of each other, efpecially in 
the cool pleafant evenings, without the trouble 
of going into the ftreets. As the Chriftian 
European inhabitants have a quarter allotted 
to themfelves, it is particularly ferviceable to 
them, efpecially during the time when the 
plague and other epidemical difeafes rage in 
Aleppo. They make it a rule on thofe occafions 
to fhut their gates, and never to ftir abroad, 
but they enjoy fociety, air, and exercife from 
the tops of their houfes. The food neceflary 
for the ufe of their families is drawn up in a 
VoL. I. CL, balket 



( G26 ) 

baiket and carefully fumigated and purified 
before it is made ufe of. 

We hired a caravan at Aleppo exprefsiy for 
ourfelves, for which we paid befides the 
outfit above 4000 piaftres. We were al- 
lowed fixteen cam.els for our tents, baggage, 
and water, befides thofe ufcd to tranfport 
ourfelv^es. The number of our guard amount- 
ed to forty Arabs well armed., with match- 
locks and feymeters, commanded by a Sheick. 
We provided ourfelves with cold fowls, wine, 
fpiritsand potted meat, and on the Defart w'e 
found plenty of hares, and now and then pro- 
cured fheep, goats and fowls, from the little 
villages we met w’ith on the w’ay. The moft 
ulual way in which Europeans travel in croff- 
ing the Defart is on horfeback, or in theMo- 
hatfa. The Mohaffa is nothing more than 
two boxes about five feet long, flung over the 
back of a camel, with a canopy thrown over 
to fhelter you from the fun, - which is fup^ 
ported by a thort tent-pole, fixed on the camel’s 
faddle ; by which means, a camel carries two 
people. Provided with the% and other ne- 
cefiary articles, we took leave of Aleppo on 
the afternoon of the 1 5th of December 1789, 

and 
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and marched one hour, or three miles, from 
it, when we encamped for the night. 

On the i6th, at eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing, we quitted the neighbourhood of Aleppo, 
and at five in the afternoon arrived at Shake- 
Abdiilla, where we found feveral w'ells of 
water ; our road was over a barren and ftony 
country : our courfe this day S.E, by S. 

lyth. The caravan fet off at feven A. M. 
and arrived at Zebell at half paft fix. We 
faw feveral parties of horfemen at a conli- 
derable diftance, moving in various direc- 
tions on the Defart, Courfe S. 

1 8 th. We quitted this ground at half paft 
fix A. M. and at one o’clock arrived at 
Zergah, (courfe S. S. E.) where we found a 
tank filled with water and furrounded with 
high grafs. The water was frozen at leaft 
three inches thick, and it w^asnot until we had 
broken the ice with large hammers that we 
could procure water to drink. From this 
tank we filled our (kins, and took as much 
water as to laft us four days. Amongft the 
long grafs we difeovered a drove of wild 
hogs ; after a long purfuit we were fo un- 
lucky as to return without fuccefs. At three 
0^2 o’clock 5 
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o’clock, every thing being adjufted, we moved 
on, and at fix P, M. encamped on the De- 
I’art. Courfe S. E. 

19th. We marched at feven M. and 
at half paft two came to a place named alfo 
Zergah : here again we faw many wild hogs 
and plenty of horfes. The Jerboa, or rat of 
the Defart, is alfo very plentiful in this place: 
they are extremely fiiy and difficult to be fliot 
from the quicknefs with which they get 
under ground on perceiving the flaffi of a 
gun. I faw here a Hyena, but could not 
get near enough to get a ffiot at him. He 
was extremely fity and timid. Notwithftand- 
ing the dreadful accounts given of the fero- 
cioufncfs of this animal, it is far from being; 
the cafe, and to me, who have feen many, 
they appear entirely otherwife. The coun- 
Uy ftill very barren and little vegetation. 
Courfe S. E. bv S. 

20th. Marched at feven A. M. and ar- 
rived at Tinyatyrc at feven P. M. This 
day we law fome countrymen with afles, 
cutting grafs, which made me fuppofe that 
we were in the neighbourhood of a villao-e. 
The grafs was long and coarfe, and grew in 
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detached tufts in a loofe fandy foil. Courfe 
S. E. 

2111. Left Tinyatyre at feven A. M. and 
arrived at Coma at four. Here we found 
a warm fpring of water. Its temperature 
was moderately hot, and it appeared to us 
much reforted to, for we faw I'everal horfe- 
men, and the marks of different encamp- 
ments, with numberlefs foot paths croffing 
the Defart in all dirediions. Here the Sheick 
informed us , that we were not far from Tayba, 
a large town or village. During this day’s 
march he pointed out to us a fmall white 
building, which he acquainted us was within 
a few miles of Tayba. Having met with a 
defcription of this place by an old traveller, 
I fliall here take the liberty of inferting it, 
as the place is little known, and not much fre- 
quented. Courfe S. E. 

Captain Roberts, who croffed the Defart 
above half a century ago, in aletter of his to Mr. 
Plailled, fays, he faw well- wrought capitals 
of the Corinthian order, without naming; the 
place, which made him imagine he had meant 
Palmyra ; but his Arab fervant, who travelled 
with him, affured him that he came the fame 
track with him over the Defart ; that he vi- 
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fited this place, and took a drawing of fome 
parts of it with a pencil : add to this, that 
Palmyra lies iixty miles S. W. of this place. 
Tayba is a walled town, feated on a riling 
ground, and makes a tolerable appearance 
when you come wdthin a proper diftance. 

The Englifh merchants, who were here in 
1691, obferved the profpedt was helped by 
a well-built fteeple, to which the Mahome- 
tans had joined a mofque, fuppofed to be the 
remains of a Chriftian church, becaufe it was 
built with more art and beauty than is gene- 
rally to be met with in Turkifh fabrics. The 
people that inhabited this town feemed to be 
more civilized, and of better fafliion, than 
they had hitherto met with in the Defart j 
but it is now defolate, and the houfes in ruins ; 
the gateway is arched, and very flrong, with 
marks of its having been cannonaded. Juft at 
theentrance is an infcriptionon a wall, the cha- 
radlers of which Capt. Roberts did not under- 
ftand, though they might probably be Palmy- 
reen ; for Dr. Bernard affirms, he met with fome 
of that kind when he vifited this place. The 
moft remarkable building which he faw' was 
a fquare tower, which doubtlefs was the ftee- 
ple above-mentioned ; it is built of hewn 
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ftone, and is pretty entire, only the upper 
part is out of repair : there are one hundred 
and fifty-five fteps on the infide to go up to 
the'top of it, and adjoining thereto are the 
ruins of a chapel, but the parts which are 
left are not fufficient to give a juft idea of its 
dimenfions or architedture ; however, there is 
part of a room yet ftanding, whofe dimen- 
lions may be about as large as a bed-cham- 
ber, and in it are two Corinthian capitals, 
one of which is very badly wrought, but the 
other feems to be pretty well executed, and 
may probably give rife to the encomiums of 
Captain Roberts. Mr. Plaifted fays-, that he 
fhould have been very particular in meafuring 
all its members, if the Sheick, who now pre- 
tended to- have a great regard for him, had not 
fent to acquaint him that he was in danger from 
fome concealed Arabs. However, he obferved 
that the Triglypts, which bend backwards in 
our modern capitals, and ftand upright, lay flat 
in this, and leaned on one fide. The flone or 
alaballer of which it was made feemed to be a 
very fine fort ; but the other, and three or 
four fhafts or columns, were only of free- 
ftone. There were two fliafts of pillars fixed 
in the wall, which had the appearance of 
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marble, about four feet long, and eleven 
inches in diameter, but they were without 
bafes and capitals ; over thefe was an arch 
turned with the fame fort of bricks of which 
the reft of the building is conftruded. 

Two miles to the weft ward of Tayba there 
are high hills, on which ftands a building 
refembling a chapel, and nearer the town is 
a noble quarry of white tranfparent alabafter, 
of which the capital above-mentioned was 
moft probably made. This place and the 
adjacent country gave Mr. Plaifted more plea- 
fure than any thing he had met with fince he 
left Bufibra. 

2 2d. We marched from this hummum at 
feven A. M. and got to Lachadamie at four 
P. M. This day we pafted near to the re- 
mains of a fmall caftle in the Gothic ftyle. 
The name of this place, we were informed, 
lignified in Arabic, the Brother’s Buildings. 
Courfe S. E, half E. 

23d. Left Lachadamie a little before 
feven, and arrived at Lachadier at half paft 
three o’clock. A great plenty of hares. 

24th. Left Lachadier at half paft ftx, and 
arrived at Jupp Chanum at fix P. M. We 
found, here two wells of brackifti water, ex- 
tremely 
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tremely deep, and cut out of the rock, with 
a border of mafonry round the infide. This 
place, W’e underhand, is called by the Arabs, 
the Sheep’s Well ; and although the country 
round is extremely barren, in former times it 
might have afforded paflures to numerous 
flocks. Procured feveral hares from the Arabs 
at a trifling rate. Courfe S. E. by E. 

25th. Marched from Jupp Chanum at 
eight A. M. after having drawn water from 
the wells, and at four o’clock in the after- 
noon we arrived at a fpot on the Defart, very 
naked, and marked by nothing extraordinary, 
excepting a few ranges of low hills. Courfe 
S. E. 

26th. Our caravan moved this morning 
at half paft fix. We found the country truly 
barren, not a blade of grafs for the camels ; 
the Arabs were confequently obliged to feed 
them with barley cakes. We paffed a few 
barren hills, and fome beds of rivers entirely 
dry, and faw but few hares in the courfe of 
the day. Some teal flew paft. This place 
is called by the Arabs Manie. Courfe S. E, 
by E. 

27th. Left Manie at half paft five A. M. 
and arrived at Ghura Laflalive, 0/ other- 
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wife Gour Alaflaf, ten minutes before four 
o’clock. The country much the fame as 
yefterday. Palled a very deep well, but 
with little W’ater. Courfe S. E. by S. 

28th. At feven A. ?vl. quitted this en- 
campment, having experienced a very rainy 
night and morning. We travelled over a 
country barren, rocky, and uneven. Faffed 
a difficult defile, where we found very bad 
footing for the camels. We arrived atShack- 
abujamus at four P. M. not a flirub to be 
feen, excepting fome little vegetation in the . 
bed of a dry river. Courfe S. S. E. 

29tb. Left Shackabujamus at half paft 
fix A. M, and at Aquijack Horan, (or other- 
wife Auglat-ul-Horraiin.} Courfe S. S. E. 
half E. At half paft four P, M. encamped^ 
in the channel of a river, much frequented, 
where there are many wells of good water. 
This day’s march through a very defart coun- 
try, neither fhrubs, hares, nor birds to be feen. 
Sent out men to reconnoitre, and to bring in- 
telligence. The country is exceedingly bar- 
ren, being hard gravel and fmall ftones. All 
travellers agree, that thefe wells colled; great 
numbers of a bird common in Syria, fome- 
thing refembling a partridge, efpecially in 

the 
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the hot feafon. We faw none, but the caufe 
is evident ; the plenty of water all over the 
Defart at this feafon affords thefe birds the 
means of fatisfying their thirft. 

30th. We quitted Aquilack Horan at 
feven A. M. and at two arrived at a deep 
ravine, where we halted. Here we were faid 
to be four days journey from Hillah, and 
two hours journey from Cubeffa. Courfe 
S. S. E. This village lies in the direcSl road 
from Aleppo to Bagdad, and has long been 
famous as the refort of thieves ; from its ge- 
neral bad name, it is better entirely to avoid 
it, unlefs your caravan is particularly ftrong. 
As our route led clofe paft Cubelfa, and the 
Sheick having received intelligence that the 
way was dear, he refolved to take the fliort- 
eftroad. To-day we faw feveral hares and 
oftriches, and found their eggs lying on the 
ground, expofed on a hoping bank facing 
the eaft to be hatched by the influence of 
the fun. During the morning and evening 
it was very rainy, and we found plenty of 
excellent rain water Handing in the rocks - 
and cavities. The Defart which we paffed 
was very barren, the foil gravel, inter- 
mixed with Hones. We could' not per- 
ceive 



( 236 ) 

ceive a Angle flirub, excepting a few in the 
channels of dry beds of rivers, where they 
And moifture. In Atuations of this kind 
the caravans are halted, and the camels al- 
lowed to graze for a Ihort time. 

gift. At half an hour paft ftx this morn- 
ing the camels were loaded, and we conti- 
nued our route through a ftony country, ‘ in- 
termixed with fome few buflres. At nine 
o’clock we paffcd the village of Cubeffa, dif- 
tant about two miles. This village is fitu- 
ated in a grove of dare trees, and appears to 
confift of a parcel of miferable huts, and the 
country round is extremely barren ; ne- 
verthelefs we faw a few deer and fome 
hares. At half paft three we arrived at our 
ground, and encamped on a green fpot, being 
the bed of a rivndet. Here we found no 
fpring, but our camels were refrelhed from 
feveral pools of ftanding water that we 
pafled during this day’s march; although not 
fit for ufe, ftill it proved very ferviceable to 
the thirfty camels. This place is called by 
the Arabs Mahommaddie, or Mohammedy. 
In its neighbourhood the herbs and ve- 
getation evinced an appearance of fpring, 
and yielded a fine aromatic fmell. To-da)f 

a camel. 
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a camel, being unable to proceed, our Sheick 
would willingly have killed it, in order to 
diftribute its flefh amongft bis people ^ 
but at the fame time he difliked the delay, 
and turned the animal loofe on the De- 
fart. I cannot help obferving, that it is very 
probable that water* might be ealily procured 
for the camels by digging to fome depth in 
the bottoms of the channels. I was forry 
that we had no implements to make the ex- 
periment ; a circumftance which fhould not 
be neglebled by future travellers. Courfe 
S. E. by E. 

January ift, 1790. This morning, at ten 
minutes palt fix, we moved forward, and at 
two o’clock came to feveral fprings of mi- 
neral water, ftrongly impregnated with fui- 
phur. We halted here to let our camels 
drink. Thofe creatures had no objedlion to 
theunfavoury tafte,but tome it was deteftable. 
The fprings are named Bredaun, or Ul-Bur- 
daun. After halting about a quarter of an 
hour, we continued our march over a drv' 
barren foil, and at twenty-five minutes paft 
four we encamped for the night. To this 
encampment the Arabs had no name. Be- 
fore we approached the fprings of Ul-Bur- 

daun, 
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daun, we faw feveral large wild ducks, and 
a great number of teal fitting on the water : 
they took flight, and continued hovering 
round during our Hay. This place appears to 
be much reforted to. There are feveral graves 
upon a fmall riling ground, clofe by the 
water, and one miferable hovel, which merely 
affords a traveller flielter from the fun : it was 
occupied by a few Arabs of a very lingular 
appearance, whofe hiflory I could not learn. 
They appeared fomething in the ftyle of the 
Indian Faquiers, and I took them to be w-an- 
dering mendicants, or Santons. They had 
no arms, and did not afk us for any thing, 
but were civil and inoffenfive. Our courfe to 
Burdaun was S. E. by S. and to our encamp- 
ment S. E. 

2 d. We were ready to march this morning 
at five minutes part fix. At twelve palfed the 
bed of what mufl; be in certain feafons a large 
flream ; and at one o’clock, at a confiderable 
diftance, we perceived the village of Shittat. 
Here a naked Arab informed the Sheick of a 
large body of thieves being in the neighbour- 
hood, and fhortly after it was imagined that 
feven or eight horfemen had been feen. 
3 hefe circumftances determined our chief to 

change 
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change his route. The caravan was ordered 
to take a foutherly diredlion, and we con- 
tinued moving in a diredt line, totally out of 
the road, till twenty-five minutes pall two, 
when we halted at a place called Auchally. 
This movement was diredtly fouth ; our 
fituation entirelv concealed us from view, and 
there was no pofTibility of being difcovered 
by an enemy, until they came clofe on the 
brink of the precipices that furrounded us on 
all fides to the height of twenty or twenty- 
five feet, From this lurking place a meflen- 
ger was difpatched to gain the neceffary in- 
formation, and in the mean-time every pre- 
caution was taken : no perfon was permitted 
to afeend the height befides a fentry, who 
was ordered to fit down behind a rock to 
give the alarm in cafe of the approach of an 
enemy. Firing was forbid in the camp, 
and the arms put in proper order, reloaded, 
and primed, 

3d. The camels were ready at half pad: 
five this morning. Our meffenger had or- 
ders to join us on the march; he came at the 
time appointed, and gave us the pleafing in- 
formation, that the fuppofed thieves proved a 
caravan of merchants of nearly three hun- 
dred 
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dred camels ; that they had purchafed a quan- 
tity of dates at Shittat, for which the village 
is famous, and intended difpofing of them at 
Aleppo and Damafcus. The Sheick now 
turned towards Shittat, after we had rewarded 
the meffenger with a few piaftres. He was, 
contrary to my idea of a fpy, tolerably well 
drelTed in fcarlet, and armed with anexceed- 
ing good match-lock, two pillols, and a fcy- 
meter, and appeared more an objedt to be pil- 
laged, than a perfon fent to procure inform- 
ation, and to pafs iinobferved. At eleven 
o’clock we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
the date trees, which envelope the village of 
Shittat, where we pitched our tents. From 
the profpe<5t of a dreary defart, you are at 
once aftonifhed with the appearance of an 
extenfive grove, not lefs than four to five 
miles in extent; no cultivation of any kind 
appeared beyond its limits ; and it would feem 
that the inhabitants had determined to content 
themfelves within the circumference of this in- 
fulated fpot. Our fituation was on the banks 
of the dry bed of a river, a mile and a half 
diftant from the Ikirts of the grove. The 
bottom afforded us excellent water, and in 
great plenty ; the moifture occafioned a plen- 
tiful 
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tiful fupply of grafs, on which the horfes 
and camels fed moft luxurioufly. About 
half an hour after our arrival the Sheick 
fent a melTage, acquainting us of his dif- 
patching a party to Shittat for a fupply of 
provifions, and wifhing to know what we 
wanted from thence. One of our camel- 
men offered to provide us in fowls, milk, 
and eggs, which were the only neceffaries 
we required : he returned late in the even- 
ing with a few good fowls, but he faid 
neither eggs nor milk were procureable ; but 
in order to lay out all the money he was 
entrufted with, he purchafed a fmall quan- 
tity of very fine dates. The Arabs make 
you pay on the Defart half a piaffre for a 
fowl, and from four to five for a fheep : thefe 
prices appear high, more efpecially where 
money is fo valuable. Our guards had, 
fome days previous to our arrival here, treated 
us with a war dance, in which their colours 
Were placed in the centre of the company, 
who formed a ring with their fwords drawn. 
They danced in a circle, and fung at the 
time an Arabic fong^, accompanied by many 
odd jeftures, according as the fubjed: varied. 
This having been done out of compliment 
VoL.I. jR. to 
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to US, it was neceffary to return their civi- 
lity, which we did by a prefent of twenty 
piaftres, and regaled the whole party with 
their favourite food — ^barley bread, and the 
beft dates the village afforded, an equal divi- 
fion being ferved to each man. Their own 
fupply was brought into camp on affes, an 
animal very ufeful and common on the De- 
fart, and conlifted of a very fmall portion of 
tobacco, dates, barley, flour, and rancid but- 
ter for their camels. The butter they make 
up in balls, and feed them with more or lefs 
according to the plenty or fcarcity of vege- 
tation on the fpot where they encamp. To- 
day was given up to the exercife of the 
match-lock, at which the Arabs are ex- 
tremely expert. We appropriated fome fpare 
arras, which we had purchafed at Venice, as 
a reward for the beft markfman, and in 
three different trials the Sheick, not with the 
appearance of ftridl juftice, carried off the 
prizes, being two pair of piftols and a gun. 
The mark was a flat ftone placed on end, at 
the diftance of one hundred and fifty yards, 
not much larger than a common plate. This 
they feldoin miffed ; and it is remarkable 
with what rapture an Arab kiffed a very 
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Iiandfome fowling piece, merely becaufe he 
hit the mark with what to him was a no- 
velty, never having before ufed any thing 
but a match-lock. Courfe S. E. by E. 

4th. The camels being joaded, at half paft 
fix this morning we fet forward over a bar- 
ren flat, defart. We crofled the bed of a 
river, and at eleven A. M. we pafled to our 
left the ruins of a fmall fquare fort, diflant 
about half a mile, which the Arabs called 
Ula Kayder. Courfe S. S. E, At half paft 
three the Sheick thought proper to halt in 
a very wild fituation, with little vegeta- 
tion near us to refrefh our camels, and to 
which the Arabs had no name. This even- 
ing it began to rain with great violence : for 
our fecurity in the night, we were very atten- 
tive to have the tent pins and weather ropes 
well fecured before dark. Courfe S. E. 
by E. 

5th. All night the rain continued without 
intermiflion, and notwithftanding our care, 
we could not avoid being wet; however, 
we made the beft of our fituation, and as the 
morning had fome’ appearance of fair wea- 
ther, about half paft nine o’clock we were 
ready to fet out ; our hopes were foon ended 

R2 by 
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by repeated heavy (bowers, which obliged 
us to halt. At half pad twelve the rain ^vas 
now accompanied by thunder and lightning, 
inforauch that the camels turned from the 
dorm, and obdinately refufed to move for- 
ward. The camels never perfevere in the 
face of a dorm, but immediately turn* their 
backs to it ; they are much injured from 
wet weather, which, if it is of long continu- 
ance, generally ends in the dedrudlion of 
numbers of them. Owing to the bad wea- 
ther lad night and this morning, one of the 
camels was unable to proceed ; it was there- 
fore put to death, and divided amongd the 
Arabs, who feaded on it with great delight. 
Their cookery is plain, and truly (imple. A 
hole made in the ground, which, after being 
well heated and filled with burning embers, 
ferves to receive the raw meat, which they 
keep turning till fufficiently roafted : they 
are at little trouble in prepiring for this ope- 
ration ; their hares, &c. are never Ikintjed, 
the fire burns the hair off the wool • ittid they 
are fond of their meat roaded to a cinder. 
Their nadinefs in the eyes of Europeans is- 
much againd them. They make no feriiple 
of eating the flefh of cartels which has 

been 
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been tied to their fuddles, and even fitten on 
for days together. The Arabs are the reverfe 
of cleanly : and we cannot fail to remark, that 
as civilization induces induftry, induftr}^ in 
like manner, promotes cleanlinefs and deco- 
rum. The nice and delicate feelings of the 
human mind are not developed till the age of 
barbarifm is paft, and that the community 
begin to experience the necelTity and comfort 
of accommodating, individually, to thofe 
habits which pure nature does not incul- 
cate. Should we fearch for an illuftration 
of this fadt, and where mankind is ftill in 
its mofl uncultivated ftate, we lliall find it 
on the late voyage of La Peroufe. Speak- 
ing of the Indians in the country around 
Port Francois, between the 57th and 59th 
decrees of north latitude, on the north-weft 
coaft of America, he fays, “ Their cabins 
“ poffefs a naftinefs and ftench, to which the 
“ den of no known animal in the world can 
“ properly be compared. They never re- 
“ move themfelves more than two fteps for 
“ the performance of any neceffary occafion, 
“ in which they feek neither for fhade nor 
“ privacy, as if they had not an inftant to 
“ lofe; and when this happens during a 
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meal, they take their place again, from 
“ which they never were at i greater diftance 
“ than five or fix feet. The wooden veflels 
“ in which they cook their fifli are never 
“ wathed ; they ferve them for kettle, difii, 
“ and plate.” The fame account of thofe 
Indians is given by Captain Nixon in his 
voyage, “ The infide of their dwellings, 
“ exhibits a complete picture of dirt and 
“ filth, indolence and lazinefs. In one cor- 
“ ner are thrown the hones and remaining 
“ fragments of vidtuals left at their meals; 
“ in another are heaps of fifh, pieces of 
“ {linking flefh, greefe, oil,”&c. TheKam- 
fchatchadales, the Siberians, and the Ha- 
brideans, inhabit nearly the fame degrees 
of north latitude ; and it is to be feared 
that they are but little more cleanly than 
thofe we have defcribed. The Arabs, al- 
though not c^uite fo difagreeable and filthy, 
are, however, extremely dirty. In their 
garments they are flovenly to a great de- 
gree, and they do not hefitate to eat the 
flefh of every animal, let it be what it may, 
and whether it has died of difeafe or by 
accident, or whether it has been killed ac- 
cording to the inftitiites of their religion. * 

' The 
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The Sheick was under the neccffity of 
feeding the camels with barley flour, made 
into balls, as there was very little to be 
picked up on the Defart. Our efcort ap- 
peared fomewhat chagrined, from their being 
cxpofed to the weather, which, from the 
want of tents in the caravan, was unavoid- 
able. 

6th. The weather all lafl: night proved 
extremely rainy. Our tent having but two 
clothes in the top, we experienced great 
inconvenience from the wet ; to remedy 
which, as well as we could, the Mohaffas 
were brought inflde to lie in; they proved 
very uncomfortable from being fo Ihort; for 
my part, I was feized with a violent cramp 
in my legs, from the contradtion which 
they occafioned, but they ferved the ufeful 
purpofe of keeping us dry. At eight o’clock 
the weather was fomething better. At nearly 
eleven the caravan moved,- and we could per- 
ceive, at a great diftance, the Tomb of Ally, 
called by the Arabs Mefired Ally. At one 
o’clock were much about abreaft of it, 
which was now diftant four or five miles to 
our left. It is alTerted, that the dome of the 
great mofque is covered with pure gold. It is 
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not for me to determine the point; the Arabs 
will have it to be the cafe, and it is cer- 
tainly fplendid from a diftance ; but gilded 
copper would have a fimilar effedl. This 
building is a particular protege of the faith- 
ful, and held facred by all ranks anddefcrip- 
tions of people. In point of fituation or or- 
nament,- the fucceflbr of Mahomet has little 
befide his canopy to boaft of. The country 
round is Jflony and barren, with neither birds, 
nor hares, nor vegetation. Webegan to experi- 
ence the weather confiderably warmer, which 
in fome degree made amends for the broken 
ground we this day paffed over ; added to 
which, the damp occafioned by the heavy 
rains made travelling much againft the camels. 
Near to Mefhed Ally there appears the bed 
of a confiderable river, though, I am told, in 
the hot feafon the inhabitants, who are but 
few and poor, are much diftrelTed from the 
want of water, and are obliged to bring it 
from a diflance. At half paft three the ca- 
ravans halted at Wadcr--a-Hami. Our Arabs 
ventured to-day to fly their hawks : unluckily 
for the poor fellows, one of them made off, 
and although he was followed a confiderable 
diftance, neither the lure nor imprecations 

could 
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could prevail on him to return. The Arabs 
are expert in this art, and of which they arc 
extremely fond. 

yth. The weather proved bad in the night, 
and prevented our marching till ten minutes 
before feven. The country we pafTed over 
afforded little verdure; but wc found three 
fmall dreams, occafioned by the late rains. 
At five P. M. the caravans halted at a place 
called Anafeyd, clofe by a dream, where the 
ground was exceedingly barren, being a mix- 
ture of fand, gravel, and dones, and not a 
fhrub to be feen. A little didance in front 
we could perceive feven or eight men on the 
plain ; the Arabs faid they were people from 
the mountains not far didant. Within three 
miles of our rear we faw didindlly a ruined 
village, called Alataly. Our Sheick in- 
formed us, that formerly it was confiderable, 
but that the inhabitants were obliged to leave 
it from its being the refort of all the thieves 
in the country, and who made no fcruple of 
taking whatever pro vifions they were in want 
of ; and that they continued this violence to 
fuch a degree, that the oppreffed people were 
glad to look out for quieter and more fecure 
habitations. Courfe E. by S. 
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8th. We began our march this morning 
at a quarter before feven, and continued oiir 
route over a barren and dreary country, in- 
tcrlperfed with tome bathes of lavender and 
thyme. At ten o’clock we came in tight of 
a fpire, which we were informed ferved as a 
mark to a fountain ot excellent water named 
Eyn-iiI-Gyan. During this day’s journey the 
Sheick was alarmed by the appearance of a 
caravan at feme diftance; he difmounted from 
his camel, and requefted the ufe of m.y horfe 
and tpy-alafs to reconnoitre. For the firft 
time I rode a camel, and in my opinion, with 
a proper faddle, it is a very eligible mode of 
travelling, and preferable to the Mohaffa. 
When the Shcick returned he informed us, 
that the caravan contifted of fome hundred 
afTes leaded with -fait. We could perceive 
Imoke in many different directions, but at a 
great diftance : net a hare was to be feen 
this day. . At half paft four o’clock we ar- 
rived at a place to which the Arabs had no 
name. Courfe S. E. 

cyh. Marched fifteen minutes paft fix, and 
arrived at Eellmarice, by fome called Em- 
ihchcd, on tlie banks of the Shat-uI-Atchan, 
at five minutes paft four. The river is con- 
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fiderable, but I am informed it is dried up part 
of the year : its courfe is marked by thorn- 
bulhes of a tolerable fize. Our camels dif- 
covered evident marks of fatigue, proceeding 
from our late bad weather. To-day we had 
fmart Ihowers attended with a high wind : to 
mend the matter, there was no food for the 
poor animals, excepting a few dry buihes. 
We procured very few hares for fome days, 
which obliged us to have recourfe to our 
ftock. Courfe E. S. E. 

loth. At twenty minutes before feven we 
moved towards the plains of Serna wat, or Sa- 
mawa, and at twenty minutes paft four we 
encamped with the town of the fame name, 
bearing N. N. W. diftant about five miles. 
It appears pretty large and furrounded with 
walls, flanked by towers in the Eaftern ftyle 
of fortification. The Sheick told us it con- 
tained three hundred houfes. As we ap- 
proached the Euphrates, the country dif- 
played more vegetation; the bulhes appeared 
ftrong and healthy, but the foil cold and 
damp. Courfe E. byN. 

1 ith. We refumed our march at a quar- 
ter after fix, and at a quarter paft twelve 
halted at Omalhunta, op account of our ca- 
mels, 
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mels, the animals being much jaded. We 
learnt from five Dervizes vvhom we fell in 
with, that they had left Buffora five days be- 
fore. Thefe people travel without danger 
over all the Defart from village to village, and 
are fupported by the liberality of the Arabs : 
they are known at a diitance by means of 
their little horns, which they blow when they 
approach travellers : our people were won- 
derfully attentive to them, and beftowed 
their dates with a plentiful hand. At this 
place there is fine grafs for the camels, the 
country abounding with many high bufhes 
of different kinds : we were now diftant 
from the river Euphrates only about two 
miles : its banks difcovered trees, and afforded 
a pleafant fight when compared to our late 
profpeds. At nine oAlock this morning 
we paffed a ruined mud fort on our left, called 
Jeriah, and were joined by a man from Se- 
rna wa. He arrived with fcarce any clothes, 
from an apprehenlion, as we underftood, of 
meeting Arabs of a different tribe, and who 
never fail to plunder thofe not belonging to 
their own. He was happy to take the pro- 
tedfion of our caravan, and our friendly 
guards fupplied him with provifions. To- 
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day’s march we found water in abundance, 
having paffed many large handing pools : it 
proved exceedingly good. During the night 
we lay here, a lion made its appearance in 
camp, to the great annoyance of the camels. 
The camels are not picketed, but are made to 
lie down in a circular form with one leg tied : 
thefe animals were fo alarmed, that they rofc 
almoft inftantaneoufly, and drew up in regu- 
lar line to oppofe the invader. After a few 
Ihots were difeharged by the fentries, the lion 
thought proper to retire. I was awakened 
from a found fteep by the noife made by the 
camels, and I imagined that a body of ca- 
valry had entered our encampment. I ran 
out, and was happy to find it was not the 
cafe. The Arabs are vigilant fentinels,< and 
always guard againft furprife. Courfc 
E. S. E. 

12th. From Omalhunta our caravan 
moved at half paft fix ; at ten o’clock tve 
pafled to our left the village of Tahir, fitu- 
ated on the bank of the river; at two, a 
fmall tomb, Eben Ally, was feen to our right. 
To-day’s march lay over vaft plains , chiefly fait 
ground ; the line of the river was beautifully 
marked by the trees along its banks ; the 
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fmoke of many fires at night befpoke inha- 
bitants. The plenty of ftanding water ren- 
dered our fleins of very little ufe to us. En- 
camped at twenty minutes to five at Shicarah : 
our courfe E. by S., E. S. E. and E. accord- 
ing to the courfe of the river. 

igth. Marched this morning at twenty- 
five minutes to feven, much gratified with 
the idea of being near the dwellings of man. 
On our firfl outfet this morning we difco-_ 
vered many marks of fmall encampments 
and cattle, and at eight the firft horde of tra- 
velling Arabs prefented themfelves to our 
view : they appeared to the number of three 
hundred, and were drawn up iii fmall bodies 
behind the banks which had been thrown up, 
with. their colours in their front: we could 
alfo perceive others marching in regular or- 
der : their arms confifted of fpears of about 
fix. feet in length: fome few had feymeters. 
On our nearer approach, their horfemen, to 
the number of twelve or fifteen, advanced to 
reconnoitre, and after fome delay one of 
them rode towards us flourilhing his fpear : 
he halted at the diftance of one hundred 
yards. The fighting men of our caravan were 
at this time regularly formed, headed by the 
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Sheick, with their matches lighted, and every 
way ready for adtion. The baggage was in 
the rear and protedted by the armed fer\^ants of 
the caravan. In this order we moved on, Mr. 
Blackader and myfelf, on the flrft informa- 
tion, having defcended from our mohaffas and 
mounted our horfes. The Sheick feemed by no 
means anxious to avoid them. One of the horfe- 
men called out in the language of the coun- 
try, which difcovered them to be a tribe of 
Buflbra Arabs, under the Montefeic Sheick. 
We were foon joined by the reft of the horfe- 
men, who accompanied us more than two 
miles. We were offered by thofe generous 
people, flieep, butter and milk;- but the 
Sheick told us our march would be long, and 
that. we fhould arrive at a village in the even- 
ing, the mofl plentiful on the banks of the 
Euphrates : we therefore took leave, but not 
without furveying them with an attentive 
eye. The horfemen were in appearance well 
clothed, mounted, and armed, wdth fedate 
and fenfible countenances. The foot were 
clothed with little elfe befides a wrapper round 
the middle, and but few had turbans ; their 
arms were the rufty lances before deferibed. 
Their tents, which, appeared to belong only 

to 
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to the grandees, were black and low, but re- 
markably well pitched : they were made of a 
mixture of wool and camel’s hair, fufficiently 
thick to be cool and to rehfl: the rain. In 
the neighbourhood of this encampment it 
appeared clearly that a confiderable track 
had been cultivated lad: year, and had pro- 
duced grain : there were many ditches to con- 
vey the water from field to field : their flocks, 
which confifted of cattle, fheep, goats, a few 
horfes and camels, found there excellent paf- 
ture, and I fuppofe amounted to fome thou- 
fands. We continued over immenfe plains 
of pafture ground, but without a Angle bulh 
or any thing that could be ufed as fire-wood, 
meeting many fmaller bodies on our march, 
who took no notice of us. The firft-menti- 
oned party was the advanced guard of the 
Montefeic Sheick, whofe encampment was 
difcovered at five o’clock on the banks of the 
Euphrates : in thirty-five minutes afterw'ards 
W'e arrived at the village of Shoogal-Shugh, 
where we pitched our tents at half a mile’s 
diliance from the Arab encampment. It was 
neceffary for our Sheick to pay his refpedls 
to Sheick Ahmud, who is chief of the 
BulTora Arabs, before he proceeded further. 

In 
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in merchant caravans he receives as a tribute 
a ftipulated fum from each camel carrying 
merchandize: he accordingly attended him 
after dark, and was delired to return in the 
morning, when a perfon would be fent to 
take an account of the trade in the caravan* 
Our Sheick reprefented that we were travel- 
lers, and not merchants, and as foldiers we 
had nothing but our arms. The Montefeic 
infifted that fo numerous a caravan as ours 
muft have brought fomething in the way of 
trade. On Sheick Abdulla’s return, he in- 
formed uS of the converfation, and requefted 
that we Ihoiild be firm in the refufal of pre- 
fents of any kind. The Sheick, he told us. 
Would foon be convinced of the truth of 
what he told him, but that his principal fer- 
vants Were extremely rapacious, and would, 
no doubt, be troublefome. It was exactly 
fo ; for at ten o’clock next day our trunks 
were fearched, and nothing in the form of 
merchandize being found, the officer and his 
party requeftedaprefent before they took leave. 
Our Sheick, by figns and nods, requeftedus 
to refufe : after fome time fpent in convincing 
them we had nothing worthy their acceptance, 
they departed. Our Arabs endeavoured to 
VoL, I. S imprefs 
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imprefs us with an idea of the power and 
jefpectability of the Great Sheick, who was 
attended, as they faid, by 20,000 men. His 
encampment extended very irregularly along 
the bank of the river : it was tolerably ex- 
tenfive, but had little depth : my calculation 
of the number reduced them to about 3000 > 
however, I did not think proper to difpute 
the point. The courfe of the river during 
this day^s march was nearly E. by^. and that 
of our caravan E, S. E. Laft night the wea- 
ther was exceedingly cold, and in the morn- 
ing, froft was perceivable on the ground : 
I have already remarked, that the climate for 
fome time has- been conliderably milder. 

1 4th. It was not till twelve o’clock to-day 
that we had perraiffion to decamp. Our Sheick 
made the neceffary prefent to his Chief, con- 
fiding of a hawk, two pieces of broad-cloth, 
and twenty pair of Turkifli boots, of which 
all the Arabs are very fond. He politely fent 
to- us, whiling us a pleafant journey, and re- 
queuing we would fpare him fome European 
gunpow der : with this demand w^e comphed 
w ith great cheerfulnefs, and in half an hour, 
every thing being adjulled, we moved off, 
keeping nearly the courfe of the river i the 

banks 
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banks of which, to the diftance of fomc 
miles inland, are covered with high reeds, and 
interfered with water-courfes : thefe places 
abound wdth remarkably large wild hogs, 
whofe flefh has a moft agreeable flavour : the 
country is very flat, but affording excellent 
pafturage : the villages appear to be litu- 
ated immediately on the banks of the river, 
while the more diftant country abounds with 
hordes of Arabs with immenfe flocks ; in 
particular, to-day we met one horde, who 
turned their foie attention to the rearing of 
camels : to the beft of my judgment they 
poffefled above 2000 of thefe ufeful ani- 
mals, which are emphatically called, in the 
language of the Arabs, the Ship of the Defart ; 
and fhortly after we faw a great number of 
affes . The breed of horfes appears to be much 
confined j every horde having only a few colts 
and brood mares : the horfes are fold at the age 
of three years, when they are efteemed fit for 
backing ; but no confideration will make an 
Arab part with a mare : the breed is univer- 
fally known and every where highly efteemed. 
We encamped at five o’clock near the river, 
at a place called Dachaully : from this I 
wrote to Mr. Manefty, the Englifh Refident 
S 2 at 
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at Bufl'ora, acquainting him of our approach* 
It is here to be remarked, that the people on 
the river bear an exceedingly bad charad;er, 
being reputed treacherous, and thieves to a 
great degree : our Sheick therefore avoided 
the Euphrates at night, generally above two 
or three miles. 

15th. Marched this morning at twenty- 
fix minutes before feven, and as our courfe 
lay fomevvhat from the river, and not in the 
way of good water, it was found neceffary 
to depart nearly a quarter of a mile from the 
diredl road to take water for two days from 
a fmal-l water-courfe in the neighbourhood of 
a pretty large horde, whofe tents were pitched 
by the ftream. We traverfed this day E. S. 
E. over fine plains, abounding with many of 
the wandering tribes and abundance of ftieep, 
cattle, camels and goats : at twenty-five mi- 
nutes to four P. M. our caravan halted at Le- 
gatta. 

i'6th. At half paft fix our caravan di- 
rected their courfe E. by S. for fome hours 
over a fine country ; for latterly we traverfed 
an exceeding barren and defart plain, with 
fcarcc the appearance of vegetation. Our 
journey to-day being very long, feveral of 
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our camels gave up with fatigue, and amongft 
the reft, that which carried my Mohaffa : 
this obliged an exchange to take place, but 
without much lofs of time. At half paft 
feven o’clock we came to our ground at 
Quebda, much fatigued by fo long a march. 
It being quite dark, w'e were put to a good 
deal of inconvenience and trouble in pitching 
the tents, and getting our equipage in tole- 
rable order ; but we made fhift to regale our- 
felves with ftewed hare, and the laft bottle 
of wine in our poflellion. Before coming 
to this village, my camel-keeper’s brother, 
who had been in a confumptive ftate ever 
lince we left Aleppo, died. We wondered 
much at the abfence of the brother, who 
ufed to be alert, and necefiary to us on our 
arrival at the ground ; the poor fellow was 
bulled in paying the laft duty to a friend, 
for they always appeared on the moft cordial 
terms. We underftood little ceremony was 
ufed; a hole was dug in the ground, into 
which he was put without a requiem. This 
was the firft perfon we had loft out of the 
caravan. Quebda is a deferted village, and 
now in ruins, with a building that car- 
ries the appearance of a fort, though I rather 
S 3 imagine 
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imagine it was formerly a large mofque. 
Colonel Capper mentions there being water 
in the neighbourhood, but I judge it to be 
very bad, fince our Sheick took the trouble 
of bringing it from two days back to this 
place. Our party went to deep with com- 
fort from our near approach to Zebeer and 
Buffora, and with the idea that our wander- 
ings were nearly at an end. 

17th. From the fatigue of yefterday’s 
march, our Sheick did not move from Queb- 
da, notwithftanding our impatience, until 
twenty minutes before feven. Our march to 
Zebeer, where we arrived at half part nine 
A. M. was indeed over the Pefart, and the 
Defart reaches to the very walls of Zebeer. 
The gates of this place are fo low and nar- 
row, as not to admit the camels with bur- 
dens or Mohaffas; we were confequently 
obliged to difmount. Our baggage was 
taken off, and we repaired with a condudior 
to the houfe of a confiderable perfon, whilft 
our Sheick remained to give direblions about 
the baggage and caravan. In walking through 
the village, the people {hewed a degree of 
curiofity, but mixed with refpebt and civi- 
lity. Our courfe to-day was directly eaft. 

I could 
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I could not help remarking the extreme 
fenfibility of the people of this village. 
When our caravan approached within the dif- 
tance of three miles, the colours of the tribe 
were difplayed, and the Arabs began to dif- 
charge their match-locks ; almoft the whole 
men and children of Zebeer came running 
with the moft evident and exprelhve marks 
of fatisfadlion, to welcome the arrival of 
their relations and their friends. Never did 
I behold more real and unafFe(£ted joy than 
in this inftance. To a fpedator, who had 
imbibed the common prejudices againfl: the 
wild Arabs, as they are generally ternaed, 
and we find many weak enough to do fo,. 
it muft have proved a light of equal pleafure 
and furprifc, to behold, after the ab fence of 
only a few months, the moft afiedlionate and 
endearing embraces mutually exchanged, ac- 
companied by the moft unfeigned demon- 
ftrations of tranfport and delight. From the 
Sheick to the camel-driver all difplayed the 
finery of Aleppo. They were clothed in 
their holiday fuits, the purchafe of their 
earnings ; nor were they forgetful of Ze- 
beer, each brought fome trifle for his friend 
or miftrefs. On our arrival in the village 
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we were accommodated with a large half, 
next to the women *s apartment. Coffee and 
pipes were ferved, and a breakfaft of eggs 
and barley bread laid on a mat before us. I 
again wrote to Mr. Manefty for a convey- 
ance for our baggage, as the caravan camels 
could proceed no further than Zebeer. On 
account of Mrs. Taylor, I requefted the Re- 
iident to do his endeavours to accommodate 
her in the moil convenient manner which he 
could. After waiting with fome impatience 
till one o’clock, I determined to mount a 
horfe, and proceed on to Buffora. Having 
procured a horfeman as a guide, I accord- 
ingly fet out at a little paft one o’clock. On 
the weft fide of Buffora the country carries 
fome appearance of cultivation for about 
three miles, but not a tree or bulh was to be 
feen. About four miles from Zebeer I met 
a fervant on horfeback with a meffage, to 
acquaint me, that the country round having 
been recently under water, no carriage could 
poflibly ftir out of Ruftbra, and that there- 
fore only horfes could be fent* They were 
by this time in fight, accompanied by a very 
polite letter from Mr. Manefty, congratu- 
lating us on our arrival, and requefting our 
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remaining with him at the fa<flory during 
our flay. This he mentioned would not be 
long, as the honourable Company’s cruizer. 
Intrepid, Captain Jervis, had been waiting 
difpatches from England for fome time pall. 
For three miles round Buflbra the road was 
extremely miry and deep. At a dillance it 
appeared like a continued lake, and feemed 
entirely to infulate the city of BulTora, and 
its furrounding date trees. I was rejoiced at 
the light of the Englilh flag flying on the 
fadlory-houfe, whither I directed my courfe, 
and where I arrived at half pall three, and 
was received by Mr. Manefty, who had juft 
fat down to dinner. The appearance of a 
good repaft was by no means unpleafant to a ' 
perfon who had not enjoyed many of the 
luxuries of life lince leaving Europe ; there I 
experienced them in great variety ; and to 
the politenefs and hofpitality of Mr. Ma- 
nefty we were much indebted. We experi- 
enced the utmoft attention from that gentle- 
man, whofe charadter and condudt as Britifli 
Refident has gained univerfal efteem amongft 
the inhabitants of Buflbra. 

Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Blackader did not 
arrive till two hours after. After having re- 
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frcfticd ourfelves with a night’s rcpofe, wc 
were amufed in vifiting the city, and the 
gardens on the banks of the Shat-ul- Arab, 
the name given to the river after the junc- 
tion of the Euphrates and Tygrisat Comah, 
about forty miles above Buffora. 

The city of Buffora, called by the Arabs 
Al-fura from Be-al-Sura, fignrfying the 
ftoney foil on which it is built, has but little 
antiquity to boaft. Conftrudted for the pur- 
pofes of trade, and never having beeri the feat 
of fovercign power, it is not adorned with 
thofe ftruffures which decorate the cities of 
the Eaft. The Caliph Omar, in the fifteenth 
year of the Hegeira, wifliing to combine the 
commerce of India, Perfia, and Arabia, laid 
the foundation of this place near to the con- 
fluence of the Euphrates and Tygris, The 
Shat»ul-Arab empties itfelf at the diftance of 
eighty miles into the Perlian Gulf, and com- 
mands the navigation of the furrounding 
countries, with the coaft of India, and the 
caravans of Perfia and Arabia. Hither 
merchants from all nations reforted for the 
fake of traffic — Greeks, Jews, Armenians, 
Banyans, and Moors. The fite of Buffora 
is low, and from this circumftance is much 
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fubjeft to inundation when the river ovef- 
flows its banks, or that they are cut down by 
the malignity of the Arabs, from revenge 
or other caufes. To this the' fallow looks of 
the inhabitants is attributed, proceeding from 
the noxious exhalations from the furrounding 
marflies. During the exceffive heats, while 
the ground is hill covered with water, the 
Europeans, who refide here, are particularly 
afflided, and the ravages made by death has 
fometimes extended nearly to the total anni- 
hilation of all defcriptions. The population 
is cftimated at no more than 8000 fouls, al- 
though from the" circumference of the walls, 
it muft have, at certain periods, exceeded ten 
times that number. We are told that in the 
year i6gi the city was nearly depopulated 
by the plague, no lefs than 80,000 having 
died of it. The capitation-tax, paid by th^ 
Chriftian inhabitants in Bagdad and Bulfora, 
produces no more than ^00 purfes. The 
Arabs, the Perfians, and the Turks, have al- 
ternately been mafters of Buffora, which is 
another reafon for its prefent reduced Hate. 
The wall which defends the city is flanked by 
round towers, and is of little or no flirength. 
The Muflbleem who commands here is lub- 
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ordinate to the Pacha of Bagdad : befides a 
few Turkifli horfemcn to proted: his perfon 
the military force is very trifling. Archi- 
tedure has been little confidered in Buflbra, 
for the houfes are low, built of white bricks 
that have not been burnt, being only expofed 
to the fun to dry and harden ; the clay of which 
they are made is remarkably fine and well 
cleaned, and mixed with white fand, chop- 
ped ftraw, and horfe-dung j after which it is 
beaten with mallets into moulds made for ' 
the purpofe. Wood is not at all to be pro- 
cured, and the only fubflitute they have is 
the date tree, the wood of which is foft and 
fpongy, and confequently of neither durabi- 
lity nor ftrength. The gardens of Buflbra 
form its chief delight, and the fruit is exqui- 
fite. Rofe water of the firfl: quality is dif- 
tilled here, which is exported in great abun- 
dance to India and Aleppo, Peaches, dates, 
apples, pears, and grapes, are in profufion; 
and notwithflanding the badnefs of the cli- 
mate, it is a land flowing with milk and 
honey. This may appear extraordinary, 
when we mention that the Defart almofl: ap- 
proaches to the very walls ; but the gardens 
within and thofe immediately without the 
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gates liipply abundantly in culinary articles 
the wants of the inhabitants. The river 
affords filh of excellent flavour ; the Defart, 
venifon and game ; the neighbourhood of 
Buffora* wild hogs, partridges, and fnipes : 
water fowl are every where to be found : kids 
are reared, and fheep fattened in perfedion, 
and domeftic fowls are in great plenty. To 
thefe luxuries we may mention the wines of 
Perlia and Schiraz, fo fublimely celebrated 
by the poet Hafez, and we find even thofe 
of the plains of Burgundy brought by camels 
from the fhores of the Mediterranean ; but 
this delicacy belongs only to the fumptuous 
and hofpitable roof of the Englifh fadtor)". 
The trade of Buflbra, in the time of the Ca- 
liphs, was of very confiderable importance, 
as being the grand depot for the commodities 
of India brought by the Perfian Gulf. From 
this place it was tranfported on camels to the 
northern provinces of Perfia, to Arabia, and 
the Mediterranean Sea. The barbarity and 
ignorance of the Turks, and the difcovery of 
the paflage by the Cape of Good Hope, has 
tended exceedingly to diminifti that part of 
commerce which related more immediately 
to the ftate of Europe, and the other part 
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is feverely burdened by heavy reftridions. 
What now remains is chiefly in the hands of 
the Armenians, but it is of little or no value. 
Pearl from Bahrein and other parts in the 
Gulf of Perfia are made ufe of as a remit- 
tance to Europe. A fmall quantity of Surat 
piece goods and Bengal muflins are difpofed 
of for the ufe of the Turks and Arabs, with 
Ibmc Englifh broad-cloth and thin woollens. 
The expences attending the fadlory efta- 
bliflied here by the Eaft-India Company 
muft overbalance the profits of the trade ; 
but it is necefiFary to be fuftained, in order to 
expedite intelligence by land, and at the fame 
time to keep open the communication by the 
Defarts. Thefervants employed are, a Chief, 
a Refident, an Affiftant, and Surgeon, with a 
fmall guard of thirty fepoys, commanded by 
a black officer of the rank of Lieutenant. 
The marine force is commanded by an offi- 
cer, who is denominated Captain Pacha, or 
High Admiral, and is immediately under 
the control of the Pacha of Bagdad. It 
confifts of five principal vefiTels, befides thofe 
kept for the protedlion of the rivers. The 
largeft mount fifty guns ; but in every refpect 
they are miferable in the extreme. 
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The plague, as I have obferved, has made, 
and continues to make great ravages. It is 
fuppofed to vifit this fpot every nineteen 
years. It is remarked, that the frequency of 
this terrible malady diminilhes as you ap- 
proach the Eaft, and that where the olive 
tree flourilhes it is only to be found. la 
India we fcarcely know it, but the cities of 
Cairo and Conftantinople have ever been its 
victims. 

In BulTora there are few^ fingularities to re- 
mark. The boats on the river, in which the 
inhabitants pafs and repafs from one Ihore to 
the other, are particularly conftrudled ; they 
are round baikets made of ftrong reeds, and 
covered with thick leather : with a fhort 
paddle they are twirled about againft a ftrong 
current, and have all the fafety, though w'ith- 
out the convenience of others of a better con- 
ftrudlion. The conftrudiion of thefe lingular 
boats is derived from very remote antiquity, 
indeed as far back as the kingdom of Baby- 
lon. We are informed, “ that they were in- 
“ vented by the Armenians to navigate the 
“ river Tygris, and whofe country lies to the 
northward of the principal places on that 
river. They made them with poles of 
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willow, which they bent, and covered 
“ with Ikins i the bare fide of the Ikins they 
“ put outwards, and they made them fo tight 
“ that they refembled boards. The boats 
“ had neither prow nor ftern, but were of a 
“ round form like a buckler. They put 
“ flraw on their bottom. Two men, each 
“ with an oar, rowed them down the river, 
“ laden with different wares, but chiefly 

with palm wine. Of thefc boats fome 
“ were very large, and fome very fmall. The 
“ largefl: carried the weight of 500 talents. 
“ There was room for an afs in one of their 
“ fmall boats : they put many into a large 
“ one. When they had unloaded after their 
“ arrival at Babylonia, they Ibid the poles of 
“ their boats, and the flraw, and loading 
“ their alfcs with the Ikins, returned to Ar- 
“ menia, for they could not fail up the 
“ river, its current was fo rapid. For this 
“ rcafon, they made their boats of fkin in- 
“ Head of wood ; and on their return to Ar- 
• menia with their afles, they applied their 
“ Ikins to their former ufe.” In conftrudl- 
ing their arches, in houfe building, from the 
want of timber, they are obliged to form the 
fegment of a circle on the ground with 
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bricks and flrong cement. It is thus placed 
on the wall in two parts, and . afterwards 
connetSed by the central brick. This they 
find fufficiently flrong to bear an arch of 
confiderable weight. 

While I remained at BufTora I had leifure 
fufficient to condenfe what I had obferved 
relative to the charadler, temper, manners, 
and cufloms of the Arabs ; and although this 
fubjedl has been ably treated by different 
travellers, who, during a longer rcfidence in 
their country than my own, arc better quali- 
fied to do it jullicc, flill I do not hefitate to 
flate my fentiments with fairnefs and can- 
dour. With the impreflion yet warm on my 
mind, and with fentiments, I trufl, too liberal 
to harbour prejudice or entertain fpleen, I 
prefume to offer what I colledled during my 
flay amongft that lingular people as the re- 
fult of pcrfonal experience and obfervation. 

The Arabs are univerfally allowed, in their 
own hordes, to poffefs the focial virtues in 
an eminent degree, and particularly of fide- 
lity to their promife, when a flranger feeks 
their protection, or is admitted to partake of 
their humble fare. 

VoL. I. 
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Climate, foil, and fituation, have evidently, 
from the earlieft ages, influenced the paffions 
of human nature, and greatly aflifted to form 
the characleriflic of each diftindl nation. 
Thefe circumftances have had their due ef- 
fect in regard to the Arabs, and they accord- 
ingly may be geneially defined under four 
clafles, correfponding to the different circum- 
flances under which tliey exifl. 

ifl. The Defart Arabs. 

2dly, The Arabs inhabiting the banks of 
great rivers, or the peafant Arabs. 

gdly. The inhabitants of cities. 

4thly. The predatory Arabs. 

The Defirt Arabs are of two kinds, and 
are diflinguiflied by the countries they pof- 
fefs. 

The Defart, or wandering tribes, flill an- 
fvver to the defeription of the ancient patri- 
archs, continually moving with their wives 
and families from one place to another, where 
water is procurable, and where the earth 
affords fubfiflence to their flocks and herds j 
for their natural love of liberty induces them 
to prefer the Defart, where they range at will 
to fruitful plains and fixed habitations. 

In 
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In the neighbourhood of great cities, or 
where the foil is generous and abundant, like 
the plains of Syria, the- Arabs are quiet and 
indlfenfive, and difpofe of their milk and 
butter, with a proportion of their fhecp and 
cattle, to the inhabitants of the towns. This 
clafs being of fervice to the community, are 
encouraged and protedied. 

. In the Defart, between Aleppo and Buf- 
fora, where the earth is more flerile and un- 
friendly, the means of procuring fiibiiftencc 
becomes difficult and precarious ; a circum- 
ftance which incites a fpirit of activity and 
cnterprife. The Arab, in this fituation, dif- 
covers more of his true chara-^fter ; but the 
fpirit of commerce has cordiderably contri- 
buted to foften his natural genius and tem- 
per. 

Formerly the plunderer, for a ffiipulated 
fum, became the protestor of the merchant, 
and the faith of an Arab was the pledge of 
his fecurity. As mercantile intercourfe be- 
came more frequent, and a fpirit of rivalffiip 
and competition was roufed in the different 
tribe to become the guards of the caravans, 
contention became general, and often ended 
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in doubtful confiidrs, and fometimcs in the 
ruin of the trader. 

Thefe difturbances feem now to have fub- 
fided : a more regular plan of conducting 
the caravan has taken place ; and the de- 
clining power of the Turks is not able to 
prevent the Defart Arabs from participating 
in the advantages to which their natural rights 
orimnallv entitled them. 

O j 

An Arabian agent is maintained at Aleppo, 
to whom application is made for paffes 
through the Defart, in the event of the ca- 
ravan falling in with any of the principal 
tribes. This, for a certain fum of money, 
according to the number of camels, is rea- 
dily granted, and afterwards divided amongft 
the different Sheicks, who pay the ftrifteft 
attention to the pafiport of their agent. 

The Arabs principally employed in this 
commerce are thefe of Zebeer, a walled town, 
within eight miles of Buffora. They are 
from habit, charadter, and liberal payment, 
faithfully attached to the interefls of their 
employers. Thefe people are fubjedts of the 
Montefeic Sheick, who prefides over the 
neighbourhood of Buifora, and participates 
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in the duties on all merchandife palling 
through his diftricls. 

The wandering Arabs find it their interefl 
to promote this communication : they breed 
the camels for the ufes of trade, and find it 
a ready market from the inhabitants of Ze- 
beer. 

Although this fyftem has the appearance 
of regularity and good order, it does not at 
all times infure the tranquillity of the De- 
fart. 

Society, when not linked together by the 
bonds of a well-regulated government, and 
cemented by mutual interefl, muff ever be 
liable to diffentions and difcord ; even differ- 
ent tribes meeting at the wells of the Defart, 
from the fcarcity of water, involve difputes 
which fometimes terminate in blood : for this 
reafon, the hordes carefully avoid any rencon-r 
tre of the kind, efpecially llrouid water be pro- 
curable within a reafonable diflance. The ir- 
ruptions and uncertain wanderings of the 
more diftant tribes, who are not included in 
any fhare of the emoluments attending the 
protedlion of caravans, have occafionally 
obliged the hired guards to defend the pro- 
T 3 perty 



( 278 ) 

perty of their friends, which they do with 
equal bravery and fidelity. 

The Defarts on the confines of Egypt, of 
Arabia Petrea, and of Africa, are the moft 
barren and defolated. The Arabs of thefe 
dreary plains entirely fubfifl: by rearing ca- 
mels for the purpofes of conveying mef- 
chandife in various diredlions. Their dif- 
pofition is lefs tempered with fenfibility, and, 
like their country, lefs capable of culture 
than their brethren who inhabit a better foil : 
they frequently occafion more dreadful dif- 
afters than fufficient to overbalance their 
utility. Thefe men, who at one time difpofe 
of their camels to the merchant or. traveller, 
and defend his perfon and property at the ex- 
pence of their lives, at another, when not 
employed, become both his plunderer and his 
murderer. 

Secondly. The character and difpofition 
of the inhabitants of the banks of great rivers, 
fuch as the Euphrates,- and Tygris, are eafily 
and fhortly defined ; deceitful and cruel, they 
tvatch every opportunity to plunder and op- 
prefs, and it is only fuperior power that can 
keep a people in awe, who, not having the 
fpirit to attack openly, endeavour by fecret 

and 
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and perfidious means to accomplifii their pur- 
pofes. They appear a difiindl race from the 
wandering tribes, and it would feem, that 
having fixed habitations, and being more im- 
mediately under the oppreflion ami tyranny of 
the Turks, they have imbibed their bad qua- 
lities, and the vices of great cities unknown 
in the Defart. Thofe people unite the cul- 
tivation of the earth to the care of the 
date-tree, and the propagation of fheep : their 
principal grain is barley, and the banks of 
the Euphrates prefent a chain of villages 
furrounded by groves of palms ; but where 
the cultivation extends little above a mile 
before it meets the barren Defart. 

Thirdly, The inhabitants of cities are 
proud, fuperflitious, bigotted, and unfriend- 
ly to firangers. This refledlion ferves fO 
corroborate the truth of a philofophical hy- 
pothefis, “ as fixed focieties increafe in num- 
“ ber, they alfo increafe in wickednefs and 
“ vice*.” 

That intercourfe of ftrangers and the ef- 
fects of commerce have added materially to 
the refinement and knowledge of human na- 

* Montefquieu. 
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ture, is equally juft. At Buftbra, Mocha, 
Juddah, and Mufcat, where trade is encou- 
raged and protedted, the liberal and enlight- 
ened fpirit of the inhabitants is evidently 
marked ,• whilft the people of Mecca and 
Medina, Cairo, Damafciis, Antioch, and 
Bagdad, are averfe to all nations not of their 
own perfuaiion, and regard unbelievers as 
unworthy the place they occupy on the 
earth. 

Fourthly. The predatory Arabs are the 
banditti, the robbers, or the refufe and out- 
caft of all the tribes ; their numbers aic 
luckily very circumferibed, and occafion 
little apprehenfton, and as little danger. 

The Defart Arabs are good hufbands, good 
fathers, and, within the circle of their tribe, 
(if the expreftion may be allowed) excellent 
citizens j naturally brave, fond of liberty, 
and particularly faithful to their promife. 
Detached from their particular fociety, they 
are avaricious, and, if aggrieved, vindictive. 
Addicted to thieving, they behold the pro- 
perty of every ftrangeir as their own, and if 
not furrendered at diferetion, they efteem 
themfelves entitled to ufe compulfory mea- 
fures to obtain the objeCt they delire. Blood 

is 
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is with them the price of blood ; and the 
death of any of the tribe is amply and ftridtly 
avenged. In thefe cafes they are cruel ; but not 
fo, unlefs oppofition has been either the caufe 
of death or wounds. An Arab, after having 
plundered, will protect the fufferer, and even 
accompany him to the end of his journey, or 
at lead: to a place of fafety and reft : they are 
generous and faithful friends, but implaca- 
ble and unforgiving enemies. 

The Arabs have the particular charadler- 
iftic of freedom * arifing from the fterility of 
their foil and their roving difpoiition, rather 
than from any caufe or exertion of their 
own. The plains of Afia are famous from 
remote antiquity for being the feat of defpo- 
tifm and flavery. and, excepting in this par- 
cicular inflance, it has been the predominant 
feature of the inhabitants of extenfive plains. 
Mountainous fituations, or countries feparated 
by great rivers and interfedlions of the fea, 
and the inhabitants of illands, have ever 
atTerted their independence, while others, in 
different local fituations, have tamely fub- 
rnitted to the yoke. We have only to regard 


* Vide Volney, vol. i. p. 201. 
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our own quarter of the globe for the truth of 
this affertion, and to inftance almofl every 
European nation who has thrown off the 
lhackles of arbitrary power, and we fliall 
find that kingdoms anfwering to , that de- 
fcription firfl caught the flame of liberty, 
and taught adjoining flates the bleflings of 
freedom and independence. Should we turn 
to Afia for any fymptoms of liberty among 
nations living in fettled fociety, we fhall dif- 
cover it only in the bofom of mountains 
which form ftrong barriers betwixt the inha^ 
bitants and the tyrants of the plain, or where 
they are fhut up by impervious jungle or 
thick forefls. It is amufing to obferve, how 
limilarity of local fituation produces a fimi- 
larity of cuftoms and manners. It is re- 
marked by Feroufe, that the “ Indians of 
Chili are no longer thofc’ Americans who 
were infpired with terror by European wea- 
pons. The increafe of horfes which are now 
difpcrfed through the interior of the immenfe 
Delarts of America, and that of oxen and 
fhecp, which has alfo been very great, have 
converted thefe people into a nation of Arabs, 
comparable in every refpeft to thofe that 
inhabit the Defarts of Arabia. Conflantly 
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on horfeback, they confider an excurfion of 
two hundred leagues as a very fliort journey. 
They march, accompanied by their flocks 
and herds, feed upon their flefh and milk, 
and fometimes cover themfelves with their 
Ikins, of which they make helmets, courafles, 
and bucklers. Hence it appears that the in- 
troduction of two domeftic animals has had 
a decifive influence upon the manners of the 
tribes which inliabit the country from St. 
Jago to the Straits of Magellan. All their 
old cuftoms are laid afide : they no longer 
feed on the fame fruits nor wear the fame 
drefs ; but have a more ftriking refemblance 
to the Tartars, or to the inhabitants of the 
banks of the Red Sea, than to their anceftors 
who lived two centuries ago 

The effeCls of the Mahomedan religion, 
which has greatly contributed to the eftab- 
lifhment and permanency of flavery, has not 
in this refpeCt had an equal influence on 
the Arabs. The foft effeminacy of the Mo- 
guls, Perlians, and Mahomedans in general, 
is loft in their active and ever-changing fpirit. 
The neceihties of an Arab call forth the 
powers of both body and mind : they have 

* Peroufe’s Voyages round the- Worldj ch. 3. 
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neither time nor inclination to become Haves : 
nor would their fubjeftionyield fufEcient be- 
nefits to counterbalance the hazard, diflicul- 
t}', and uncertainty of the attempt. 

. Intercourfe with women, which in all 
fituations and ftages of fociety is uniformly 
found to diminifh the natural ferocity of man, 
and mould him to gentlenefs and mildnefs of 
manners, has done nothing for the Arabs : 
though their honour lies in the virtue of wo- 
men, they are not admitted either as friends 
or companions ; they have no opportunity to 
pradtife the arts and blandifhments which 
form the elegance and fafhion of men, and 
the grace and pride of European Courts. 
“ A Court without wmmen,” faid Francis 
the Firft of France, “ is like a year \vithout 
“ a fpring, and like a fpring without rofes.’* 
Women are by tire Arabs put at greater dif- 
tance than the inhabitants of the Haram or 
Seraglio, where they hold converfe of love 
with their mafters, and fometimes influence 
his adlions equally in fmall as in important 
events i Shaw Jehan, overpowered by the 
allurements of love, iii granting a requefl; to 
a favourite Have, commanded her, to appear 
no more in his prefence, for, faid he, “ I will 
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“ not have my juftice perverted hy my 

weaknefs:” — a rare infcance of virtue in 
the defpocic government of the Moguls, but 
what is llridrly adhered to in an Arab horde, 
where that amiable weaknefs is never per- 
mitted to interrupt the current of inexorable 
iuflice. 

The wife or concubine of an Arab muft 
take her part in the management of the flock. 
In this fituation, lire is more a Have than a 
milbrefs, and the impulfe of love gives way 
to the utility of fervitude. Hence it is, that 
the Turks, Perfians, and Moguls, from dif- 
ference of fituation, are more fufceptible of 
tender feelings, fuch as depend more on de- 
fire than principle, than the Arabs of the 
Defart, who are unacquainted with the filken 
bonds that influence the paflions and direct 
the judgment to eafe and refinement : for the 
luxuries of the Eaft have no ways defaced 
the original charadter of the Arabs. Ablution 
they frequently perform ; but not in the effe- 
minate manner of the Turks : nor do they 
often indulge in the warm fpring of a mine- 
ral bath which is frequently met with in 
the bofom of the Defart. Their vigour is 
unimpaired by that laflitude, whether of the 

corporeal 
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corporeal or mental faculties, which, arifing 
from many caufes, enervates the inhabitants 
of the Eaft, 

The wants and defires of an Arab are con- 
fined to a narrow circle. His clothing is mo- 
derate and fimple. The lower clafs in ho^ 
weather are almofl entirely naked ; and v/hen 
cold, they clothe themfelves in coarfe wool- 
lens, or covering made of wool and camel’s 
hair. The Sheicks and principal men are fond 
of the mixed fiuflFs from Surat, and even of 
filk itfelf, with fine cotton or filk turbands of 
green or red, and Turkifh boots made of 
dyed leather, principally yellow : in their 
arms they are particularly choice : Englilli 
piflols in particular are highly efteemed ; 
their own match-locks of Aleppo, and fabres 
of Damafcus, they prefer, and I believe de- 
fervedly, to any other- 

In their food they are abfiemious to a won- 
der, refraining from all kinds of wine and 
fpirituous liquors. They live chiefly on 
barley-cakes of unleavened bread, the fruit 
of the date-tree, and the milk of every beaft 
in the flock. Animal food is but rarely dif- 
tributed : hares they have in great abundance, 
wild hogs, which is not forbidden by their 

law. 
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law, and variety of other game. As dex- 
trous markfmen, either -with tingle ball or a 
miffile weapon, they find great refourcts in 
their fkill and perfeverance. When a camel, 
or other animal dies, he is cut up and divided 
among the tribe ; but it is feldom they put to 
death either a fneep or a goat to gratify their 
appetite. Coffee feveral times a day, and 
fmoking tobacco with the long Turkifh pipe, 
conflitiite their only luxury. 

It is aftoniflring that a people with few 
wants fhould be avaricious and greedy. They 
may be truly faid to be poor in the midft of 
wealth : their flocks and herds are numerous : 
at the age of three years their horfes are fold 
to advantage at the great marts of Buffora, 
Bagdad, Aleppo, and Damafeus, and they 
carefully refer ve the mares to produce them 
colts : a large breed of affes is alfo encourao-ed 
among the Arabs : they are flrong and hearty, 
and fubfift on the little food to be picked 
up, and which is particularly fcantv in the 
fummer when every blade is dry : they are 
ufed in carrying fait from the fea coaft to the 
villages and towns, and v/hich conftitutes a 
confiderable trade ; but the principal and mofl: 
ufeful animal is the camel, without whofe 

aid 
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aid the Arab could not fiibfifl. in the midft of* 
the inhofpitable Defart : their expences are 
trifling: none but the great poflefs tents, and 
they have little befides their drefs and arms, 
a few copper difhes, a Turkifh pipe, and a 
coffee-pot : they never boil, and have no ufe" 
for cooking utcnfils : a clear fire, or the de- 
caying embers are alone neceffary to bake 
their bread and prepare their meat : powder, 
lead for ball, a knife, with a few fllver trink- 
ets, common carpets, a coverlid, and ammu- 
nition-box, and crefl or dagger, make up the 
catalogue of an Arab’s property. 

In very cold weather the Arabs coiled; the 
dry bufhes and preferve conflant fires by day 
and night : when they fleep they keep dole 
together, well covered over, and the natural 
heat of their bodies bids defiance to the in- 
tenfe cold of the Defart. The chiefs, by 
increafing the number of their long gowns, 
effedt the purpofe of warmth ; and I have 
counted no lefs than twelve, one over the 
other, an incumbrance fcarcely to be credited, 
and which reduces to mediocrity the multi- 
tudinous coverings of a Dutchman. 

The wandering tribes of Syria are better 
clothed and lodged than thofe of the Defart : 
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every family has a canopy made of ftrong 
materials, and principally of coarfe wool or 
camel’s hair, fufficient to turn the rain for a 
coniiderable time. In the cold weather, the 
fides, which are left open in fiimmer, arc 
built up with the bufhes, and form a warm 
and comfortable fhelter. 

The Arabs are extremely flovenly and dir* 
ty in their perfons, indelicate in their food, 
and remarkably jealous of their women, 
whom, as I have already obferved, they keep 
in fubjedlion and fcrvitude. 

The foil of the Defart is various, and every 
where uncultivated. The banks of the Eu- 
phrates and Tygris, already noticed, yield 
abundantly to the hands of the hulbandman, 
till this fertility is checked by the Defart at 
an inconfiderable di fiance. 

The moft unfriendly foil between Aleppo 
and BuiTora is the fait- grounds, extending, 
in fome fituations, more than twenty miles in 
every diredlion. They appear like an im- 
menfe lake of flill water bounded by the 
horizon, and where the fnallefl vegetation 
is every where denied ; during the fummer 
months the intenfe heat of the fun allows no 
refling-place for the foie of the foot, and the 
VpL. 1. U Arabs V 
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Arabs, who do not travel on camels, after 
their day’s journey, find their feet fcorched 
and in blifters. 

The next in point of flerility is formed 
chiefly of flones, connedled and fcarcely 
affording, from their numbers and depth, the 
poffibility of vegetation : for miles in the 
dreary waffe no animals are to be feen, be- 
fides numberlefs flocks of plovers which every 
where abound. 

The fandy foil is not fo barren as either of 
the former. It is interfperfed with large tuffs 
of ffrong bent or grafs, at the diffance of a 
few feet, but no other herbage vegetates in fo 
unfriendly a lituation. The grafs is of a na- 
ture to afford fome nourifliment to the cattle, 
although little can be expedted from the pro- 
duce of fo arid a plain. 

A light mixture of fand and clay is pro- 
dudlive of many aromatic herbs, which in 
the fpring put forth their exuberant flowers 
•in great fragrance. In the fummer they are 
burnt up by degrees by the heat of the fun, and 
in the avinter the powers of vegetation are 
checked by the exceflive cold, and the half- 
withered ffirubs is the only food of the camels. 

The 
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The beft foil confifts of a ftrong loam, ex- 
tremely black, and of a foapy confiftence, 
arifing from its richnefs, the want of culti- 
vation, and the ftagnation of the water at 
certain feafons on the Defart. On this foil 
the aromatic herbs fhoot forth to a conlider- 
able height, fometimes from four to five 
feet", and it is highly capable of agriculture ; 
but this is rarely met with till you approach 
the banks of the Euphrates, more particu- 
larly near the difl:ri<5l of Buflbra, and the 
only fituations on the Defart that I could 
perceive any appearance of either art or in- 
duftry. 

In the beds of rivers, where their waters 
are abforbed, or where it has flood in the 
winter, fliort fvveet grafs is to be met with, 
but it is generally intermixed with the 
fhrubs of the Defart. The greatefl part of 
the grafs is coarfe and imfavory. 

When provender is fcarce, the Arabs feed 
their horfes and camels, when on journies, 
with barley, dates, barley-flour made up into 
balls, and fometimes barley bread ; their 
fbeep, goats, affes, and cattle are left to fhift 
for themfelves, 
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The climate of the Defart may be divided 
into quarters, and partakes of the natural va- 
riety, according to the feafons of the year. 

From the fituation of Arabia , defended by 
neither mountains nor chains of hills, like 
the generality of other countries, and where 
there is confequently no boundary of fuffi- 
cient magnitude to break the violence of the 
elements, the contrail and viciffitudes of 
the v*^eather is remarkably different from that 
of other nations in the fame parallel of lati- 
tude j the heat is more intenfe, and the cold 
more intolerable. 

The fpring and autumn are temperate ; but 
the fummer, from the end of May to Sep- 
tember, fcarcely to be endured, and the win- 
ter, from November to April, diftreffingly 
cold ; belides the Defart being wet and dif- 
agreeable, as I experienced on my journey ; 
and I may fafely fay, that an idea of cold was 
never imprelTed on my mind with fufficient 
force till I felt the freezing cold of Arabia 
Deferta. The ice attached itfelf to our 
whifkers ; every pool was frozen over, and 
it was not till twelve o’clock in the day that 
We could procure water from the Ikins we 

had 
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had for the purpofe ; and the Arabs were 
frequently obliged to break the ice with large 
hatchets, the labour of hours, to obtain a fup- 
ply for our journey, or to permit the camels 
to drink. 

I fliall now fay a few words on the dif- 
ferent modes of travelling between Aleppo 
and Buffora. In whatever manner a traveller 
may be inclined to profecute his journey, he 
fhould unequivocally appear to place the 
greateft confidence in his Arab condudlors. 
This will bind the Arab to him, and direflt 
thofc feelings of honour to his protedion 
and fafety, in which his mind, in certain in- 
llances, is particularly fufceptible. 

Should expence be an obje(5l: with the tra- 
veller, he Ihould accompany a Tartar or 
Government exprefs, or hire a few Defart 
Arabs, who, mounted on dromedaries, will 
travel fifty miles a day, and fo reach Buffora 
in fixteen days. In this fituation a. traveller 
mufl: be contented to fare with the Arab, and 
to fpread his carpet at night on the barren 
Defart, with an unclouded Iky for his ca- 
nopy. 

Should the traveller have comfort in view, 
a caravan muft be hired at the expence of five 

U3 or 
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or fix hundred pounds : for this fum from 
forty to fixty armed men may be obtained, 
and twenty camels for himfelf, to convey 
water, tents, and other neceflaries. This 
force will be fufficient to protedl him againft 
the roving predatory Arabs ; for the prin- 
cipal Sheicks, I have already hinted, are paid 
for permifiion to pafs the Defart. In this 
mode, early in the fpring or fummer, the 
journey may be performed in twenty-one 
days, though not comfortably ; and, if ex- 
pedition is not much required, I would ad- 
vife thirty-fix days being allowed. Either 
of thefe modes is equally fecure ; but the firfl; 
is difagreeable and unpleafant to an Euro- 
pean, who is not accuftomed to ride like an 
Arab, and to Ileep with a fingle covering on 
the barren Defart, w'hile his dromedary picks 
up a fcanty fubfifience, to drink bad water, 
and to eat dates and barley bread. For thefe 
reafons, 1 condemn Europeans being ever 
employed to carry difpatches either out or 
home, where expedition is required. It is 
fafer and cheaper to difpatch three exprefies 
by different routes, than to trull one Euro- 
pean. Letters in cypher falling into any 
hands can be rarely attended with bad confe- 

quences ; 
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quences ; and it would be hard indeed if one 
did not efcape. 

The fecond mode is attended with s?reat 

O 

expence and delay; not fo much the delay 
on the Defart, as the preparations necelTary 
for a perfon travelling in the flyle of an Eafl- 
ern prince, with his guards, fcouts, tents, 
and an innumerable lift of ex pend ve and un- 
neceflary things. At either Aleppo or Buf- 
fora an outfit of this Hind would require 
from ten days to a fortnight ; but the cir- 
cumftance of there being feldom any prepa- 
rations ready for a journey not often under- 
taken, and the removal of our Conful from 
Aleppo, will confiderably add to a traveller’s 
diftrefs and inconvenience. 

A gentleman taking this route for curiofity 
fhould allow fufficient time to examine the 
ruins of ancient caftles and towns he fome- 
times finds near to his route; and the ruins 
of Tadmore or Palmyra would repay his cu- 
riofity, if there was nothing further to gra- 
tify his inquiries. 

He fhould alfo allow himfelf fufficient 
time to partake of the amufements the De- 
fart affords in hunting and {hooting. There 
is no place in the world where courfing 
U 4 could 
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could be pradlifed with fo much plcafure. 
The Arabs have excellent greyhounds, but 
their hawks are fuperior to any other in the 
iiniverfe. Hawking on fo extenfivea plain, 
where a horfe can gallop in any diredlion', 
mull:, to an amateur, be fuperlatively de- 
lightful. 

In the neighbourhood of Aleppo, parti- 
cularly the Black Mountains, and near to 
Shri, partridges are very plenty ; there are 
few on the Defart, excepting in the fummer 
at certain places, where they colled; for 
water. A few teal and wild duck are fome- 
times feen, and aho birds of the gregarious 
kind, fomething about the fize and colour 
of a black partridge. 

Ravenous animals are fcarcely to be met 
with. A few lions near to the banks of the 
Euphrates, and fome hyenas, jackalls, and 
foxes, make up the number of the carnivo- 
rous tribe. The little jerboas, playing their 
fantaftical tricks, and gliftening in the fun 
round the mouth of their hiding holes, are 
every where plenty. The quicknefs of their 
^ye prevents their being Ihot. I have fre- 
quently attempted it without effed, as they 
generally cover themfelves on perceiving the 

flafli. 
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flafli. If is a certain fad in natural hiftory, 
that this little animal is exadly fimilar to the 
kangaroo of the fouthern hemifphere, but in 
miniature, and who, like thfem , are remarka- 
bly playful, and taught, when brought to this 
country, a variety of amuhng tricks. In 
fhape and colour they are perfedly fimilar, 
and particularly in the fhortnefs of their fore- 
legs, and the length of their hind ones. The 
colour of the jerboa is like that of a hare. 
They are no larger than a rat : they are, befide, 
inhabitants of the fame latitude, although in 
different hemifpheres. Unable to walk, they 
jump about, and both correfpond in the ered- 
nefs of the tail, and in manner and adion. 

In the neighbourhood of Buffora game in 
greater variety and number is to be met with. 
On the river, duck, teal, and wild geefe, are 
innumerable, w’hile the banks afford wild 
hog in great plenty, the largeft and fatteft I 
ever faw. Shooting them with rifles, or at- 
tacking them on horfebeck with lances and 
fpears, is a noble and manly exercife. The 
partridges, in the date:-groves and gardens in 
the neighbourhood of Buffora, are a much 
finer bird, and larger in fize than ours in Eng 
land, and with good dogs afford excellent di- 

verfion. 



( 298 ) 

verfion. Snipes are alfo numerous. The 
Defart, near to Bufibra, produces the hy- 
barra, a moft beautiful bird of a cinnamon 
colour, nearly as big as a turkey, deli- 
cious in flavour, and cfleemed among the 
Arabs as the firfl: game produced in their 
country. I have feen them followed for half 
a day, and at lafl: fhot with a Angle ball. 
Their flight is flow, and they trufl: more to 
their cunning and fwiftnefs of foot than to 
their wings i and it is with great caution and 
difficulty that an Arab, when he alights 
from his camels, gets within Axty or eighty 
yards of the game in which he is in pur- 
fuit. 

Some travellers have recommended a route 
to India by the Little Defart : this communica- 
tion is alfo by the way of Aleppo, and from 
thence to Hilla on the Euphrates, acrofs 
Mefopotamia to Bagdad, and dowm the rapid 
ftream of ’the Tygris to BulTora : the journey 
from Aleppo to Hilla may be performed in 
fourteen or Axteen days ; from Hilla to Bag- 
dad in two more ; and down the Tygris to 
Buflbra in Ave or Ax. To this plan I fee 
but little objediion, provided the traveller 
can procure a boatman who will undertake to 

give 



( 299 ) 

give up the general pra£lice of coming to 
anchor every night : but the ftream of the 
Euphrates not being fo rapid as that of the 
Tygris, travellers who do not hire caravans 
on their own account, and who have arrived 
too late for the annual BulTora caravan, track 
up the rivers to Hilla, from whence they 
crofs over to Bagdad by land, thence they 
meet the regular caravans for Aleppo. 

The caravans of merchants conlifl from 
looo to 2000 camels, who are fometimes ef- 
corted by a body of 300 armed men. 

There is generally one grand caravan of 
this kind, from Buflbra to Aleppo, that fets 
out in June or July, and returns from Aleppo 
the end of the year ; they take from forty- 
five to feventy days in performing the jour- 
ney, but a fmall caravan can accompliih it 
in twenty-five or twenty-fix days. 

From Bagdad two yearly caravans reach 
Aleppo j this journey over the Little Defart 
takes up from tweuty-eight to thirty-fix 
days. 

A party of gentlemen proceeded over-land 
in the year 1778, from Bombay, by the route 
of Hilla, Bagdad, Aleppo, Latachea, and 
Venice, to England; one of the party af- 
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fared me, the delay and inconvenience was 
immenfe : they were obliged to difembark 
from the large boats on which they left Buf- 
fora, and to go on board fmall canoes, long 
before they reached Hilla, leaving' all their 
baggage behind. The guide apprehended 
fo much danger at different villages on the 
river, that camerlines, the coarfe woollen 
cloaks worn by the Arabs, were thrown 
over the travellers to conceal them from 
view ; in this manner, like contraband goods, 
half fuffocated, they w'ere fmuggledto Hilla. 
Nothina: in the world would induce this 
gentleman again to undertake the fame route, 
for, befide the danger and expence, he was ten 
months in getting home. 

Another relation which I had will, I am 
perfuaded, be fufficient to prevent any travel- 
ler from returning to England by the Little 
Defart, and which confirms the affertion that 
the inhabitants on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates are faithlefs and fanguinary in the 
extreme. 

Mr. Brodie, Mr. Stark, Captain O’Meara, 
and fome other gentlemen, in the year 1783, 
undertook a journey to England, by the way 
of Buffora; on their arrival there in the 
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month of December following, after a tedi- 
ous palTage of fix weeks from Bombay, they 
found the Defart in an unfettled flate from 
the private difputes of the Arab chiefs. 
Thefe gentlemen, through the medium of 
Mr. Latouche, endeavoured to obtain an 
efcort of Zebeer Arabs, and advanced a fum 
of money for the purpofe of procuring 
guards and camels, but in this their expeda- 
tion fell fhort, for they had the mortification 
to learn that the camels they had purchafed 
on the Defart, by means of the Arabs, were 
plundered by their enemies, and all their 
preparations entirely deftroyed : this deter- 
mined the party to track up to Hilla in 
boats, from thence to crofs over to Bagdad, 
and to purfue their journey to Aleppo by the 
route of Moful, Jeffeera, Orfa, and Bir. 

A gentleman of their party, Mr. Hare, 
formed a refolution of fetting out in company 
with a Frenchman, a Greek, and an Arme- 
nian merchant, attended by their fervants, and 
they accordingly embarked on the Euphrates 
and proceeded up the river. 

The day after, Mr. Brodie and his party 
followed. Mr. Latouche had taken the pre- 
caution of writing to the principal men or 

heads 
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heads of the different tribes and villages on 
the river, and accompanied one letter in par- 
ticular with a prefent to a perfon whofe 
good intentions towards travellers he had 
reafon to fufped:. 

No man ever deferved better at the hands 
of the Arabs, or was more highly refpedted 
and efteemed amongfl them, than Mr. La- 
touche ; his wonderful humanity and bound- 
lefs generofity to the unhappy captives of 
Zebeer, had gained him their warmeft affec- 
tion. When Buffora was belieged by the 
Perfians, he fheltered within his own walls, 
and under the prote<ftion of the fadlory and 
the Englifh flag, the principal people, with 
their wives and families, and when the mi- 
ferable inhabitants of Zebeer, according to 
the cuftom of the Perfians to prifoners taken 
in war, became the flaves of their opponents, 
he ranfomed them without diftindtion at his 
own expence. 

With thefe advantages our travellers had 
little to apprehend, and as they underflood 
the countries through which they meant to 
pafs were in a tranquil flate, after a deten- 
tion of fome months at Buffora, it was with 
pleafure they embarked with their equipage 
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on boats of a fize proper and convenient for 
the navigation of the river. 

For fome days nothing material occurred j 
their progrefs was flow, but they were con- 
foled with the idea of approaching home in 
peace and fafety. 

Our travellers, when they reached a vil- 
lage about 140 miles above Buflbra, found 
a young man, fon to the Sheick, for whom 
Mr. Latouche’s prefent was intended, wait- 
ing for them. He was attended by a fmall 
guard, and charged with a note from Mr. 
Hare, highly expreflive of the good treat- 
ment he had received from the Sheick ; he 
alfo informed his friends that he had fliewn to 
the Sheick his arms and Indian curiofities, 
and advifed the like attention from Mr. 
Brodie’s party, which they conceived to be an 
inftance of extreme imprudence in Mr. Hare, 
and determined to obferve a line of con- 
dudt totally different. They delivered the 
prefents intended for the father into the 
hands of his fon. After feeling the parcel 
which contained them fome time with his 
hands, he requefted that a part might be ap- 
propriated to himfelf, without the knowledge 
of his father. The gentlemen reprefented 

the 
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the impropriety of fuch condud:, arid point* 
ed out that the packet was fealed down, and 
confequently became a facred depofit. The 
young man haftily replied, that he obferved 
the feal which had given the impreffion 
hanging to the watch of one of the company, 
for his eyes were not idle in regarding the 
property of the party, and added it could be 
again eafily affixed. Difappointment feemed 
to have little effedl on the Arab^s temper, for 
he very deliberately, three times during the 
interview, difpatched expreffes to his father’s 
village, which lay a few miles higher up on 
the banks of the Euphrates : during this 
converfation he expreffed himfelf in the moft 
friendly terms, telling them how happy the 
company of the travellers would make his 
father, and that he had provided largely for 
their entertainment. The travellers, though 
anxious to proceed, were delayed under vari- 
ous pretences, and even at laft they were 
given to underhand that they could not leave 
their prefent fituation for that night. This 
they reludlantly complied with, and retired 
to reft into their own boats, as they were 
yet altogether unconfeious of deceit or per- 
fidy on the part of their conductor : they 
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took no particular cdre to be on the watch 
during the night, notwithftanding they had 
heard reports late in the evening not very fa- 
vourable to their pretended friends. 

Thefe reports were intimated to their fer- 
vants by fom.e women on the banks of the 
river, who, from the natural foftnefs and 
fympathy of the fex, were willing to apprife 
them of their danger ; they even informed 
Mr. Brodick’s attendants that violence had 
been offered to the other travellers, and that 
they were plundered of their property. 

At fun-rife they proceeded on their jour- 
ney, accompanied by the young Sheick. The 
report of the preceding evening now gained 
conliderable credit from the intelligence of 
feveral people they met on the river : before 
their arrival at the village where the enter- 
tainment tvas faid to be provided, none of 
the party had the fmalleft doubt from the 
information given them, but that Mr. Hare 
and his unfortunate companions were mur- 
dered by the very people on whofe pro- 
tection they w'ere about to throw them- 
felves. 

It was utterly impoffible to avoid the vil- 
lage, and equally impoflible to avoid receiv- 
Vot. I. X ins' 
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ing a guard from thence, as the Sheicks of 
the different villages on the river are entitled 
to partake of the plunder of an European 
traveller, under pretence of affording him 
protection. 

Caution and determination were now re- 
quifite to ffiield our travellers from the wick- 
ed plot agitated againff; them. To confirm 
their apprehenfions, the young Sheick had by 
this time landed from the boats to proceed on 
by land. Sufpicion being awake, the arms 
were examined and diftributed amongft thc- 
fervants, and eveiy thing put in the beft or- 
der for defence that their fituation would ad- 
mit of; in this tr)dng dilemma they landed 
at the r'illage which the evening before had 
fheltered the moff cruel alTafiins that ever 
degraded the name of men : the circumfpec- 
tion of our travellers, the blundcrbufies with 
which thev were provided in particular, and 
the refolution tiiey evinced, deterred the A- 
rabs from commencing open hoffilities. To 
corroborate tl;c apprehenfions of the party, 
the old Slreick was not to be found, no en- 
tertainment provided, and a number of arm- 
ed men befpoke no fymptoms of either fafety 
or quiet. 


The 
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The Arabs of the village now no long&r 
pretended to conceal the unhappy cataftrophe 
of the preceding evening ; they pretended to 
be much grieved, and alTerted boldly that 
the accident had happened at the next vil- 
lage, whither they intended to efcort Mr. 
Hare, had they not been prevented by the 
obflinatc refufal of the unfortunate irentle- 
man : they were, however, as they pretended, 
determined to efcort our party in fuch a 
number as would effedlually prevent the like 
accident. Some of thefe wretches went fo 
far as to fay that they had feen the mangled 
remains of the deceafed, a hand, an arm, and 
a leg, in order to imprefs a horrid idea of the 
cruelty of the inhabitants of the adjacent vil- 
lage. Thefe fpecious aflertions only ferved to 
inflame the minds of our travellers, and to 
make them more refolutely determined to 
defend themfelves to the lafl; extremdty ; they 
pofitively refufed a guard from the village, 
and obferved that they were able to protedl 
their perfons and the little property they 
had, but that they would neverthelefs pay 
the accuftomed fum in the fame manner as 
if they accepted of their fervices. The party 
continued in a body during this conference 
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with their arms in their hands, whilll the A- 
rabs began to be clamorous, and infifted that 
they were unjullly fiifpeded. A few ftones 
were thrown, and they continued alTembling 
in a tumultuous manner. Our party refolved 
not to commence hoftilities till they received 
a difcharge of fmall arms from the Arabs, 
whofe condudt and intentions towards them 
were no longer equivocal. On fome further 
intuits being offered, they levelled their pieces 
without any intention to fire : this proved not 
a little alarming to the Arabs, who immedi- 
ately commenced a parley, and flievved'a- with 
to accommodate the difference : they pre- 
tended they were forry if any mifunderffand- 
ing had taken place, and with teeming indif- 
ference permitted their immediate departure, 
though not without obliging the party to 
receive uU board their boats feventy of their 
armed people. 

The gentlemen kept together, and, contrary 
to their ut'ual cuftom, embarked on the fame 
boat, in which they could not prevent from 
thirty to forty of the Arabs from accompa- 
nying them. Thefe unpieafant companions, 
diiring the day, affedfed to be much hurt at 
the diftruftwith which they were treated : they 
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were affured that it was not intended to fhew 
greater miftrufi; of them more than of others, 
but it was the cuftom of their nation to travel 
with their arms in their hands. No cordiality 
could be fuppofed to exifl on this occafion, and 
our party, on arriving at the village, difmifled 
their unwelcome companions. On their land- 
ing a melancholy tale was unfolded : Mr. 
Hare’s cook, who had received five fmall 
balls in his neck, made known the whole of 
this difafirous fiory, and which he related in 
the following manner : — About an hour after 
the Sheick had received the note from Mr, 
Hare to difpatch to Mr. Brodie’s party, that 
gentleman retired to reft. About ten o’clock 
he was attacked in his tachtrivan after he 
had got to fleep, and wounded with a fpear, 
though not mortally : he attempted to defend 
himfelf, and actually got hold of his fowling 
piece, but was cut down by one of the Arabs. 
The fate of the others was not lefs calamitous j 
the French gentleman and the Greek were 
both killed, the Armenian miferably wound- 
ed, and the property plundered. This hor- 
rid and unparalleled ad: of perfidy and cruelty, 
fo contrary to the charaderiftic of a Defart 
Arab, with whom any man that breaks 
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bread is perfedtly fafe and becomes from that 
moment his protege, was determined on before 
the arrival of Mr. Hare, The inhabitants of 
the village our travellers were now arrived at 
had the moft certain intelligence of their de- 
lign, and had abfolutely colledled a number 
of their tribe in order to prevent its execution ; 
on their march to execute fo generous and 
noble an undertaking, accounts were brought 
of the unfortunate event, and the friendly 
Arabs returned to their houfes. 

A more Crocking or a more perfidious 
adlion flands not upon record, or of a more 
trying fituation for a fmall body encompaffed 
by blood- thirlly and cruel murderers. The 
depredations committed by an highway rob- 
ber is honourable in the extreme, when com- 
pared to an action that flamps the perpetra- 
tors with indelible infamy and reproach, and 
draws to our recollection an enumeration of 
thefe horrors at which humanity recoils. 

The hardlliips of their journey were not 
confined to this circumftance alone. After 
their arrival at Bagdad, the refidence of a 
Turkifh Pacha of confiderable influence, 
they might have expedled at leaft: protection, 
and being free from infult. 


The 
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The Pacha, it is true, allowed them two 
Agas for the immediate attendance on their 
perfon, and agreed to provide them with horfcs 
at his own expence to Aleppo j but at Moful 
two of the gentlemen were robbed in the 
face of day, when walking to obferve fome 
ruins, and attended by an Aga, but whofe 
influence was of no avail : on another occa- 
fion, when the party had left the caravan- 
ferai, where they had flept the night, ex- 
cepting one gentleman, the door was fhut 
upon him, and he was detained infide, al- 
though, on being miffed by the others, they 
returned with the guard, and demanded ad- 
mittance, but which was not granted till 
after the payment of a confiderable fum. 

Under all thefe dctrradinfr and humiliatintr 
circumflances, no redrefs was to be procured. 
On complaint being made to the Pacha, or 
governor of towns and provinces, fome fool- 
ifh or trifling excufe was fubftituted in the 
room of material juflice. The fadt was, the 
imbecility of the Turkifh government was 
by no means equal to check the arrogance 
and unbounded infolence of their Arabian 
fubjecls, who publicly exclaimed that Chrif- 
tians had no bufinefs in their country, and 
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confequently muft fubmit to their uniuft and 
violent demands. 

The Pacha of Moful himfelf declared that 
he had not a man that he could confide on to 
protect our travellers, on their approaching 
journey to Aleppo, till fuch time as a detach- 
ment of his cavalry arrived. 

They made their appearance in a few days, 
when a certain number were ordered to efcort 
the travellers. 

In proceeding onward their caravan increafed 
confiderably from the villages they had palled. 
Numbers of people looking for protection 
included themfclves in the number ; but 
they were as little feciire as if they had been 
left a prey to the predatory Arabs of the De- 
fart. Thefe mignions of defpotifm, whilft 
they defired the Englilh gentlemen to remain 
quiet and undifturbed fpeciators of their in^ 
famy, furrounded the unfortunate vidlims,- 
from whom they extorted money and valua^ 
bles : this circumfiance regularly happened 
when a fufficient number of frelh adventurers 
were collecled, and before long thefe poor 
people, by frequent repetition, were deprived 
of every part of the property they had origi- 
nally fet out with, and left deftitute of fiipr 
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port. It was now time for the guard to 
think of extorting fomething from the 
Engliili gentlemen. They were arrived 
within two days’ journey of Aleppo, when 
the horfemen made a demand of a certain 
fum. The party refufed in the moft pe- 
remptory terms to give a parah before their 
arrival at the capital whither they were 
bound by the Pacha’s orders to be conducted. 
The Turks attempted every means fhort of 
open violence to compel the payment of their 
demands, and when they found it ufelefs and 
inelfedlual to urge it further, they to a man 
galloped off, leaving the gentlemen to make 
the beft of their way to Aleppo. Fortunately 
fome of their caravan knew the track, and rea- 
dily undertook to condinft them. The re- 
mainder of the journey was performed with 
tolerable eafe, and wnth far more quiet and 
regularity than they had before experienced 
from their licentious and turbulent guards. 

The conduil of the better kind of Turks 
was at lead; civil and obliging j in particular, 
in the diftnd; of Jeffeera, the ftrangers were 
received with the greateft hofpitality and 
kindnefs : they were loaded with provifions 
and efcorted by fome of the Governor’s peo- 
ple 
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pie to the frontiers of their country : — a 
country cultivated to the higheft perfection, 
and appearing with all the luxuriance of a 
garden. Our travellers, fo much ufed to extor- 
tion, made fome hefitation in receiving the fu- 
perfluityof prefents, dreading the return which 
might be expected from them j but to their 
aftonilhrnent, when the fervant of the Pacha 
took leave, they not only mod pofitively re- 
fufcd being paid for the provilions fupplied 
them, but even w’ould not accept of any gra- 
tuity for themfelves. 

The danger and fatigue of this journey 
exceeds belief, and it was with the moll 
pleafing fatisfaction that our travellers found 
themfelves at Marfeilles tw'enty months after 
their departure from Calcutta. 

After all their dilallers, they were under 
the necelTity of undergoing the mortification 
of confinement in the Lazaretto at Marfeilles 
for nineteen days, during which time their 
fituation was rendered as cafy and commodi- 
ous as from the nature of the cafe with fafety to 
the public could polhbly be permitted. In the 
year 1720, Marfeilles experienced the bane- 
ful effects of the plague, the mod dreadful 
of all diforders incident to the human race. 

Their 
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Their misfortunes and paft dangers were 
forgotten in the profpedt of foon feeing their 
native country, and in the hofpitable and 
agreeable manners ot the French nation. 

On a general review of this fubjedt, drawn 
from the impreflion which the various vi- 
ciffitudes of the journey made on my mind, 
as well as from the genius and charadler 
of the Arabs, I would obferve, which ever 
mode may be preferred by a traveller in 
crolTing the Dcfiirt, that attention be paid in 
the obfervance of the following general max- 
ims as contributing to his comfort and elTcn- 
tial to his welfare: — 

In the firfl place, never to difplay oflenta- 
tious finery and excite the crime of avarice in 
the heart of an Arab. 

gdly. To obferve an equality of temper 
to even the loweft Arab of your caravan, to 
forgive his little impertinent curiofity, fmile 
at his wonder and furprife, and appear as 
much as poflible to be on an equal footing. 

3dly, In cafes of petty thefts, or of be- 
ing infulted, which is Icldom the cafe, never 
to chaftife the offender yourfelf ; coolly repre- 
fent the fadt to the Sheick, who will do ample 
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Their niisfortunes and paft dangers were 
forgotten in the profpedt of foon feeing their 
native country, and in the hofpitable and 
agreeable manners of the French nation. 

On a general review of this fubjedt, drawn 
from the impreffion which the various vi- 
ciffitudes of the journey made on my mind, 
as well as from the genius and charadier 
of the Arabs, I would obferve, which ever 
mode may be preferred by a traveller in 
croffing the Defart, that attention be paid in 
the obfervance of the following general max- 
ims as contributing to his comfort and effen- 
tial to his welfare: — 

In the firft place, never to difplay oflenta- 
tious finery and excite the crime of avarice in 
the heart of an Arab. 

2dly. To obferve an equality of temper 
to even the lowed; Arab of your caravan, to 
forgive his little impertinent curiofity, fmile 
at his wonder and furprife, and appear as 
much as poffible to be on an equal footing. 

3dly. In cafes of petty thefts, or of be- 
ing infulted, which is feldom the cafe, never 
tochadife the offender yourfelf ; coolly repre- 
fent the fad; to the Shcick, who will do ample 
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juftice, and with more ftricknefs than perhaps 
you would require. 

4thl7. Never to mix with ftrangers or 
quit your encampment, or wander into the vih ' 
lages or huts of other Arabs without a proper 
guard : thofe who are bound to protect you 
will molt alTuredly do it ; but you mud by no 
means look for civil treatment without the 
precincts of your own tribe. 

^thly. In every matter relative to the Dc- 
fart be entirely guided by the Sheick : in fliort , 
appear to have no will of your own, but be 
entirely under his protedfion. The more 
confidence you appear to put in an Arab the 
better he is pleafed, and the more he will find 
his honour interefted, and confequently afford 
you fafe effort and protection. 

6 thly. Put on the drefs of the natives as 
foon as poffible after your landing in a Ma- 
homedan country, or even before, if you can 
procure it: and the drefs I would advife 
to be correfpondent to the manner in which 
you propofe to travel, but never to be beyond 
that of the middling ranks of life. 

Although it is fcarcely poffible to difguife 
yourfelf from the knowledge of a Turk or 
Arab, even with the help of whifkers, and 
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o'bfcrving a ftricl faience, yet it evinces a re- 
i'ped; for the people, and a v/ifh to be conli- 
dered on a friendly footing with the inhabi- 
tants, who feel themfelves not a little grati- 
fied at this inark of attention, and will fre- 
quently confer a favour on this account when 
they would refufe common civility to anv 
perfon in the d-efs of an European : upon the 
whole, it is a fact to be depended on, that the 
Arabians of the Defart pay more refpedt and 
attention to a Chriftian than they do to a 
Turk, for whom they entertain a rooted aver- 
fion and inviolable difiike. 

To the intelligent obfer\ er of th.e human 
mind, and of the efrebt which front certain 
caufes refuit from its operation, it will not be 
a matter of furprife that enmity fliould fublifi 
between the Arabs and thcTurks. The Arabs 
are the indigen of the foil, by whofc means and 
influence the Mahomedan religion was eftab- 
lilhed and difleminated, whilft the Turks are 
depredators, who exercife the right by which 
their fuperiority was acquired in a manner the 
moft arbitrary and overbearing. The Arabs, 
no lefs ferocious than their oppreffors, fub- 
mit unwillingly, with fiient and fullen mo- 
rofenefs, to thofe extortions, and to that yoke 
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which, although they cannot totally throw off, 
is neverthelefs but a faint and uncertain fub- 
jugation. The empire of the Turks was 
raifed and propagated by the fword, aided by 
the inftitutes and precepts of a fanguinary 
religion ; and the nations who have fallen 
under their power, let their religion be what 
it may, are regarded as inferior beings, and 
fubjedled to all the contumely and pride of 
their vanquifhers. The means by which the 
Turks have acquired the dominion which 
they enjoy in Europe, and in Alia, is a pro- 
per object of inquiry, and it is not foreign to 
our purpofe to trace the rife, progrefs, and 
advancement of their unwieldy and divided 
empire. 

It has been already noticed that the pro- 
grefs of fcience has taken its courfe from 
the Eaft to Weft, whilft irruption and con- 
queft has been from the North to South. 
The contact of thefe difcordant and oppofite 
principles has ended in the total fubverfton 
of every thing noble, elevated, and ingeni- 
ous. In climes, which have thus felt the in- 
fluence of the fw ord, fcience has been long 
dormant : and it is only by a limited gradation 
that it has preferved, in its courfe, deriving im- 
provement. 
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provement, though flowly, from the extenfivi 
and complicated intelledt of man. The Celts 
and Teutons iffued from their favage wilds on 
the borders of the Baltic and northern ocean, 
and over-ran the nnefi; countries of Europe. 
The hiftory of their hoftile tribes muft be left 
to the oage of hiftorv, where the fucceffes 
of the Vandals, Goths, Oftro-Goths, and Vi- 
zi-Goths, are fully elucidated. The Teu- 
tonic was the vernacular tongue of Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Norway, but is now lofl: 
in the different emanations of dialed; into 
which it has branched out.. In Iceland it 
is fhll fpoken ; and it is remarkable that 
this ifland was the feat of learning when 
Europe was immerfed in total darknefs. 
The fame remark is alfo applicable to Ire- 
land and the Hebrides, particularly Icolm- 
kiln, where learning alfo found an afylum 
during the irruptions of the barbarians into 
Europe. The Fens or Venni from the banks 
of the Danube and the Euxine made fimilar 
depredations, and gave their language to 
Rullia, Poland, and Sclavonia. 

The Croats and Wallachians, who are of 
the fame race, are at this day as little ci- 
vilifed as their anceftors. It is a curious fad, 
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that civilization has, in no period of hiflor}% 
vifited the banks of the Lower Danube; The 
provinces, watered by this turbulent and rapid 
river, have, from the earlieid ages, been the 
nurfery of barbarifm and ferocity, and from 
whence at this day the betl warriors of the 
Houfe of Auflria are fupplied. When wc 
contemplate favage nature, although it is 
neither to be prailed nor envied, it neverthelels 
impreffes on the human mind traces of ge- 
nuine and noble fentiments, which com- 
mands our admiration and refpeef. Courage 
may be coniidered as the hrft point of pre- 
eminence in nature: the precurfor of fub- 
ordination and aggrandizement, and the 
advancement of focial order and regular 
governments. In my way to Valenciennes, 
in the month of . Auguft 1793, I vifited 
the Auftrian hofpital at Bruflels, where 
4000 foldiers were languiihing under the 
agonies of death and w'ounds. The manly 
and , intrepid fufferings of thofe hardy fel- 
lows interefted our I'ympathy and efteem 
in the liveliefi; manner. The Croats and 
Sclavonians, from the banks of the Dravc 
and the Save, and the Wallachians and 
Moldavians from the banks of the Danube 

and 
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and the borders of the Black Sea, were 
liere mingled together, and divided into 
different wards, according to the nature of 
their cafe, from flight gun-lhot wounds to 
the moft dreadful amputations which the 
human frame is capable to fupport. No 
complaints, no murmuring was to be heard. 
I was happy to fee that they were wxll and 
carefully attended to. The wild and rugged 
appearance of thefe half favages, for they 
could be eafily diflinguifhed from the other 
Auftrian and German troops by a marked 
afperity of chara(5ter and careleffnefs for 
drefs, occafioned me to afk the furgeon who 
attended us what were the flrongeft propen- 
lities and defires of thofe men : he replied, 
“ Brandy, when they can procure it, and to 
“ be again led againft the enemy.” He in- 
formed me, that in the month of June, the 
preceding year, a detachment of Wallachians 
arrived in Brulfels barefooted, nor could they 
be induced to encumber themfelves on the 
march with fhoes and ftockings. About this 
time Courtray was taken by M. Luckner, 
and the Imperial army was in fight of the 
French. Such was the impetuofity of the 
Wallachians, on hearing this intelligence, that 
VoL. I. Y they 
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they demanded to be carried to the camp that 
was nearcft to the enemy. So violent and 
clamorous were thev in this demand, that it 
became necellary to afflire them, no time 
Ihould be loft, after they were refreflied from 
a march of 1500 miles from their own 
country, and that they were properly fup- 
plied with arms and ammunition, in grant- 
ing their requeft. 

It was referred, however, for the Huns 
and Tartars, from the plains of Tartary, to 
invade the countries of their fouthem neigh- 
bours, and at different times to become the 
conquerors of India, China, Perfia, and even 
part of Europe and Africa. 

I'he fmalleft ftates, invigorated by energv 
of mind, dehre of plunder, and reftleffnefs of 
temper, have reared the greateft empires. 
But as organization, which is not founded on 
the pure and folid balls of virtue, and of pub- 
lic and private juftice to individuals, mull be 
ever fubjedt to decay, fo they as quickly 
have fallen into the abyfs from which they 
had been formed. Amongft other tribes 
almoft unknown and unnoticed, there exifted 
in that track of country, fituated on the cafl- 
ern fhorcs of the Cafpian Sea, and extending 
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towards the lake Aral, a fet of banditti, of 
the Tartar or Scythian race, who, following 
the general example of the times, feized on 
the kingdom of Armenia, then a flouriftiing 
and independent ftate, and named it Turco- 
mania, after that of their own horde. 

The origin of our Tartar and Scythian 
forefathers is a delideratum in the natural 
hillory of Man ; no trace or probable account 
of thefe hordes has been tranfmitted either 
by our earlieft hiftorians, or handed down 
from oral tradition : indeed, the countries from 
whence they rufhed like a torrent on their 
neighbours was unknown in the days of 
Homer or Hefiod. The ancients, prior to 
this period, confidered that the only habit- 
able part of the world was confined to the 
temperate zone, bounded on one hand to- 
wards the fouth by infupportable heat, unfit 
to be inhabited by man, and on the other, 
towards the north, by the regions of Tarta- 
rus, chaos, and eternal night. The pillars 
of Hercules w^as the utmoft limit to the 
Ibuth, the ocean to the weft, and the Borif- 
thenes to the eaft. Beyond this river they 
knew' a favage race exifted, but of whofe 
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hiflory or origin they knew nothing. The 
Elbe and the Baltic, and the 57th degree of 
north latitude, terminated their knowledge 
towards the Poles, regarding which all was 
doubt and uncertainty, and which were fup- 
pofed to be envelopped in cold and darknefs. 
The firft irruptions of thefe barbarian 
hordes were received by the ancients with 
aftonidiment and wonder, and the philofophy 
of the day was at a lots to account for the 
nun'crous warlike banditti that emigrated 
from the Wolgaand the Don, from the Caf- 
pian and the platform of Tarfcary. This nor- 
thern hive, the mother of nations, was di- 
vided into numberlefs hordes, who iffued 
forth under their various leaders. As thefe 
hordes acquired by degrees poffeffion of bet- 
ter cultivated countries than their own, they, 
from intercourfe and the example of their more 
polilhed and indudrious neighbours, became 
more Ifationary ; they affumed, in fome de- 
gree, a new charadter, approaching in fome 
mealure to civilization and order, and be- 
came independent diftridts, each fubjedl to 
its particular khan. The progreffive attain- 
ment of civilization w'as not only flow, but 
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precarious, and greatly depended on favour- 
able and concurring circumftances to render 
it permanent and ufefuL 

This emigration, from the banks of the 
Cafpian, took place about the end of the 8th 
century, nearly two hundred years after the 
appearance of Mahomed, and while the Tur- 
comans were yet Pagans, and unacquainted 
with his dodtrines, or thofe of any elfablilhed 
religion. 

In the year 1038 Perfia was dependent on 
the Saracens, the governor of which had 
been previoufly invefted with the title of 
Sultan by the Caliphs. Tongrel Beg being 
at this time called in, with a body of Turks, 
to quell fome intelline commotions, found 
means to obtain polTeffion of that kingdom, 
and he and his followers embraced the reli- 
gion of Mahomed, Their rapid fuccefs made 
them formidable to the Caliphs, whofe feat 
of empire was Bagdad, and they were invited 
by them to ferve as auxiliaries in their army, 
in order to fupprefs infurredlions which then 
fubfifted in their diftant provinces. Tongrel 
Beg was appointed by the reigning Caliph 
in the year 1055, “ Temporal Lieutenant of 
the commander of the Faitliful from this 
Y 3 rtep.. 
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fep the gradation was eafy, and the whole 
power of the Kaliphat fell into his hands. The 
fertile country of Cilicia, now Caramania, 
did not efcape,but like other countries, toge- 
ther with a part of Aha Minor, became his 
prey. At length the manners and habits 
of thofe fuccefsful adventurers, from relifxion 
and intercourfe with more polifhed nations, 
was confiderably changed, and the northern 
hordes of Tartars, emulous to acquire ne\y 
territories, began to prefs on all fides, and to 
threaten the exiftence of the Turkifh empire. 
Thofe barbarous tribes, like the waves of the 
fea, propelled each other, and forcing the 
Turks from Perlia, obliged them, about theyear 
1200, to retire to Iconium in Cilicia, where 
they fixed themfelves, and turned their arms 
Itill more to the fouth. Thirty-nine years 
afterwards a defcendantof Gengis Khan feizcd 
on Bagdad, and circumfcribed their power in 
that quarter, as the Tvlamalukes a little before 
had alfo done in India and Paleftine. The 
greatnefs of the Turks was now evidently on 
the decline, for even their kineJom of Ca- 
ramania was divided into fmall independent 
flates. Under this toparchy the energy of the 
Turks was for a while ftifpended, till Of- 
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man, or Othman, reflored their former fplen- 
dour, and laid the foundation of their prefent 
empire. This prince, a reputed defcendant 
of the o-reat Generis, was fovereitrn of afmall 

O O' o 

diftridl in Caramania. His feat of gov^ern- 
ment was called Kara-Chilar, where he af- 
fumed the title of Sultan, and laid the plans 
of his future elevation, and the balls on 
which it was founded now remains to be in- 
veftigated. 

The policy of Mahomed in the formation 
of his new religion led him to difcover the 
means by which he could call into adion 
the ftrongeft energy of the human mind. 
Surrounded by delightful and produclive 
countries, his aim was conqueft, and his 
fyflem aggrandizement. He found that 
opinion governed every adlion of m,an, and 
in the end would triumph over all oppo- 
lltion. !•: was necelTar)" to provoke a flimu- 
lus, which by adtion and re-adtion fhould 
produce the elfedt, and he readily forefaw 
that its full force would be obtained by a 
renewal of thofe calamities which in tlie firll 
ages of Chriftianity had involved the world 
in arms, and drawn forth thoufands of whi- 
ling and determined vidlims to the opinions 
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they had embraced. In his code of laws, ab- 
idinence was effentially necefTiry to fubordi- 
nation and health. Zeal was inculctited and 
flrengthened by the liberal pr :n'::fe of plun- 
der in the prefent wodd, and of ihe higheft 
gratification of fcnfual pl.afures in that to 
come. He fi.reR.^th.med 1 s religion by the 
ipirit of prcdeilinaiion, and t’ic rtainty of 
eteimal h'^ppinefi to thofe who ihould be 
killed in I attic. I'he road was open to pre- 
ferment from the lowed; to t'ne higheft orders 
■of his fubjetts, and ftridc difcipline was 
every rvhere prefcrved. He carefully ftudied 
the temper and difpofition of his people, the 
effect of climate, and the paffions refulting 
from it j he contrived to work up the minds 
of his adherents to a pitch of religious 
frenzy, fupported by bigotry and fuperfti- 
tion, before which all refiftance was in vain, 
and carried fire and fword in every direction, 
under the fpecious pretext of making profe- 
lytes to his new religion. 

Othman, the founder of the Ottoman Em- 
pire, was poffefled of abilities and enterprife ; 
he had powers fufficient to reafon on caufes 
and effcdls, and to draw from both the pro- 
per inferences and conclufions. That fyftem 
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which had added fo materially to the bril- 
liancy of Mahomed’s fucceffors, could not fail 
of being equally advantageous to him, pro- 
vided he could diredl the current of opinioa 
into the fame or iimilar channels. Oth- 
man commenced his career by converting 
religion to the vileft purpofes of rapine and 
devaftation. The religious orders of all 
claffes were direfted to proclaim and enforce 
the domineering fpirit of their anceftors, 
‘ ‘ that nothing was fo worthy of a Mahome- 
‘ ‘ dan as reducing the whole univerfe to their 
“ law, and in particular to undertake the 
“ entire redudlion of Chriftendom.” As a 
prince of a military fpirit, he put himfelf at the 
head of his army j he direeffed obedience and 
difcipline, and his punilhments were juft, 
though fevere and inftantaneous. His ob- 
ject being conqueft, he turned his attention 
to the redudlion of the little ftates of Cara- 
mania, which he without difficulty fubjedted 
to his power. He now proceeded with his 
army towards Bithynia, a fruitful and plea- 
fant country, bounded by the Bofphorus and 
Propontis on the weft, on the fouth by Mount 
Olympus, on the north by the Euxine Sea, 
and on the eaft by the river Parthenius. This 
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kingdom fell under tlie yoke, and he fettled 
himfelf at Etirfa, or Prufa, a large and popu- 
lous city, where he eftablillied the capital of 
his new empire, and to which nearly the 
whole of Alia Minor v/as fpeedily added. 

To Othman fucceeded a race of princes, 
who, like him, united to energy and perfonai 
courage, that fyllem of devadation, rapine, 
and fanguinary crueltv, which damped the 
character of the Turks above all the nations 
of the earth. From 1308, the year which 
terminated the life of Othman, they con- 
tinued in a continual career of vidory, till, 
under the reign of their great lawgiver, So- 
lyman the Magnificent,^ tliey attained the 
fummit of their perfedion, and in particular 
they excelled all other countries of their lime 
in the military art: at this period the Turks 
were doubtlefs the fird nation in the world, 
for the arts and fciences were only begin- 
ning to beam their kindly influence over 
Europe. During their original lucceffes, 
their fovereigns were contented with the ap- 
pellation of Sultan, and it w'as not till after 
the taking of Condantinople that they af- 
fumed the title ol Emperor. To mark the 
gradation by which they rofe to their exalted 
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pitch of power and greatnefs, it need only 
be obferved, that in the year 1362 the 
’Turks took Adrianople from the Greeks, 
which they made their feat of empire, and 
by the year 1393. Bajazet the Firft had con- 
quered Thrace, Macedonia, Theffaly, and 
the greatcld part of Meffia and Bulgaria. In 
the year 1445, Amurat the Second took the 
Peleponefus and all Greece. Scanderbeg, 
prince of Epirus, long and fuccefsfully op- 
pofed him i he led his faithful adherents with 
unexampled courage and perfeverance, and re- 
peatedly defeated the Turks, to whom he was 
a continual fcourge, till death deprived hi^ 
country of his patriotic efforts in the caufe of 
liberty and independence. The Turks were 
now firmly fixed in Europe, and had left the, 
Greek emperors little belide the city of Con- 
ftantinople : neither were they left long to 
poffefs the laft ftake of their original great- 
nefs. On the 29th of iSIay, 1453, the city 
was backed by Mahomet the Second ; this 
event was marked by adts of barbarity and 
cruelty fliocking to humanity. Confiantino- 
ple exceeded in grandeur and richnefs all 
the cities in the univerfe, when it fell a prey 
to the rapacious grafp of the Turks. Baja- 
zet 
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zet the Second followed the footlleps of his 
father Mahomet, whofe good fortune did not 
forfake him. Solyman the Second, named the 
Magnificent, turning his arms to the Eaft, 
in the year 1534 took Bagdad, all Afiyria, 
and Mefopotamia, then fubjed; to the crown 
of Perfia : in 1574. Selim the Second over- 
ran Moldavia and all Wallachia, took the 
ifland of Cyprus and part of Dalmatia from 
the Venetians. The enmity of the Turks 
feemed now to be particularly pointed againft 
this republic. About the middle of the 17th 
century commenced the great contcfl: for the 
ifland of Candia : it had always been the 
policy of the Turks, on the appearance of dil- 
content or broils at home, to turn the at- 
tention of ilieir fubjecls to foreign wars ; and 
it was an eftabliflied maxim, that it was not 
permitted, tor the emperor of that nation to 
remain indolent at home, poiTeffing only the 
dominion which had been handed down to 
him from poderity : but it was his duty, by 
continued and incrcafed exertions, to accu- 
mulate more and more, and extend the 
faith of Mahomet to the extremities of the 

In the year 1645, Ibrahim landed 74,000 
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men in Candia, but the famous fiege dki 
not commence till his fuccelTor Mahomet 
the Fourth, on the nth of May, 1667, 
began the attack. During the liege not 
lefs than 40,000 Chriflians and 120,000 
Turks fell on both lides. Candia furrender-* 
cd in 1669, at which time it was obferved by 
De la Quillatiere, a French traveller, on the 
fpot, “ that the difference between the Turks- 
“ and other European powers, in martial 
“ difcipline, conlilfed in the former being, 
“ more obedient to their officers, having 
more unity amongft themfelves, being 
“ more fober and lefs fugitive.” 

We have now traced the empire of the 
Turks from its origin to the zenith of its 
glory. Since that period to the prefent time 
it has been and ftill continues to be on the de- 
cline : as it is a dominion not formed for du- 
rability by reciprocal laws between the fove- 
reign and the fubjed;, we need not be fur^ 
prifed at its fudden diffolution : w-hen that 
event fhall take place, the fmalleft veflige of 
its power will be totally obliterated. A 
pow'er founded in blood and ufurpation, 
whofe annals are an.ufeful leffon, and afford 
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blit too many inftances of the depravity of the 
human heart. 

Captain Jervis, b&ing no\v recovered from 
a fevere attack of a malignant fever, occafion- 
ed’ by the llagnant water which furrounded 
Buffora, a complaint at this time common to 
all the inhabitants, and the Refident having 
finilhed his difpatches for India, we em- 
barked on the Intrepid, a Company’s cruizer, 
mounting fourteen lix-poiindcrs. On the 
afternoon of the 24th bf January, 1790, at 
fix o’clock, we weighed anchor from the 
Shat-el-Arab, or river of Buffora, and with 
a favourable wind and ftrono; current wc 
failed along its delightful banks, covered 
with date trees, and exhibiting a moft plea- 
fing and verdant appearance ; it feemed one 
continued garden. The water of the river, 
although of a w'hitifli colour, and extremely 
muddy, after handing a few' hours the fedi-- 
ment falls to the bottom, and leaves it light; 
pure, and pleafint to the tafle. 

January 25th. Early this morning w'c 
palled the fitc oi old Balfora, fo famous 
in the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments, now' 
in ruins. Its remains are on the Perfian fide, 
above a mile from the river, and it is faid 
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in former times to have been very 
and magnificent. We continued our courfe 
to the fiats which are formed by an immenfe 
body of water paifing over the lhallow 
banks at the bottom of the Gulf of Perfia, 
and for many hours we loft fight of land, 
without beginning to deepen our w'ater beyond 
four fathoms. There is but one channel bv 
which a fliip of any burden can approach 
the entrance of the river, and there is not a 
land-mark of any kind. It becomes there- 
fore neceffary for every fhip to receive on 
board a pilot of the country. The one we had 
got was not only extremely ignorant, but 
alfo timid. At four o’clock, with the lead 
going, we fuddenly ftioaled on water under 
three fathoms. This occafioned fome de- 
gree of alarm, as the wind was frefli, with a. 
confiderable fwell, in place of deepening our 
W'ater, it became more fliallow. The pilot 
by this time appeared loft and ftupid, and in 
the courfe of a few’’ minutes the veffel ftruck 
with great %'iolence ; the fhock was fo great, 
that thofe above loft their footing, and fell on 
the deck. We how'ever bounded off, but in 
a few feconds ftruck again, and the third 
time it happened our rudder was broken in 
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two immediately below the counter. As 
we had no rudder chains, if funk from the 
weight of the iron work neceffary to keep it 
together. It was now impollible to guide 
the veffel; the fails were fluttering about, and 
we expedled every moment that the veflel 
would go in pieces. Nothing could be feen 
around but a wide expanfe of fea. The 
evening was coming on, and we had only 
one fmall boat to depend on. Luckily for 
us, one fide of the channel was foft, whilfl; 
the other on which we ft ruck was fandy and 
hard. The h.ead of the Ihip took the direc- 
tion of the former, and fixed herfelf in a bed 
of mud, fo as to become incapable of mo- 
tion. The fails were quickly handed, and 
an anchor let go, and the fea continued to 
make breaches overus. Night coming on, our 
fitiiation was not much to be envied, and we 
had time to refledl on wdrat was moft proper 
to be done. After confulting with Captain 
Jervis, I determined to difpatch our boat in 
the morning with the pilot to Mr. Manefty 
at Buftbra, requefting his immediate aflift- 
ance. We had but little reft, and by break 
of day I forwarded by that conveyance the 
following letter : 
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” TO SAMUEL MANESTY, ESQ^ 

" Reficlent for the Affairs of the Englifh Nation at Buffora, 

“ Sir, 

“ It is with great concern I acquaint you 
of the fituation of the Intrepid from the lofs 
of her rudder, the particulars of which you 
will be informed of by Captain Jervis. 

“ The packet entrufted to my care be- 
coming now a matter of ferious confideration, 
efpecially if the machine now condrudting 
on board fhould not fully anfwer the purpofe, 
I have therefore to join in the requeft made 
by Captain Jervis for affillance, and to beg 
that you will provide a proper country boat to 
carry the difpatches to the Prefidency without 
lofs of time, ftiould it become neceffary for 
the Intrepid to refit at Buffora or Bufhire. 
On the arrival of fuch affiftance and boat at 
the Bar without finding the vcffel, it will them 
be neceffary for them to join us with all fpeed 
at Bufhire, in order to efcort us down the 
gulf. I am unacquainted with the fitua- 
tion of Bufhire in regard to conveyance, and 
yet at a lofs to fay how the machine may an» 
VoL. I. Z fwer; 
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i\ver j our dcpendance mull therefore reft on 
your exertions, 

“ I am. Sir, 

“ Your very obedient Servant, 

“ John Taylor. 

Intrepid, Bussora Bar, 

“ 2jth Jan. 17^0-” 

W’ c now began to turn our thoughts to the 
equipment of a fteering machine, by which 
we might, as tlic weather was by this time 
moderate, reach the port of Bulhirc. We 
had heard of fuch cunft rude ions, but no one 
on board h.id an adequate idea how it was to 
be made; the carpenter let to work, but he 
}ierfo’incd his talk in lo bunglingand clumfy 
a manner, rliat it v. as very loon difeoverod that 
his labours woidd prove totally incffedlual. 
INIr. Bl.ickaJcr, whole lertile imagination 
had from the beginning of our misfortune 
been bulily employed, ofr'eicd his fervices : 
u itli the aliiftan>.c of a fpave top-maft which 
we laid on board he commenced his opera- 
tioiib, and in a httle time, by tire means of 
his ilircction-,, a temporary rudder was 
ftnilhcu, wliich anfwercd the purpcle much 
beyond our expectations. The malt was cut 
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to a length, which allowed about tw'o fee^ 
and a half of the fmallell end to be im- 
merfed in the water, while the other was 
attached by a fmall cable to the rudder- 
poft under the counter: tliis end of the 
mart was covered with mats and old fail- 
cloth, in order to prevent its too violent fric- 
tion or knocking violently againft the rud- 
der-polf, by which the fafety of the fhip 
might have been materially endangered : that 
end of the mad: which was intended by its 
loco-motion to guide the veffel was ren- 
dered more powerful by thin planks fixed 
on each fide : from the railing of the 
quarter-deck fliort fpars were made fall, 
one on the Idarboard and the other on the lar- 
board fide ; from each of thefe ropes were 
reeved through fmall pulleys, which were 
made fall to the mall, rather low cr than half 
way dowm : by this means we had the com- 
plete command, and could readily move the 
machine at pleafure. The appearance of the 
Ihip w-as I muft allow- rather ridiculous, and 
the length of our tail afforded an opportu- 
nity of paffing many jokes at our own ex- 
pence, It was fortunately, when w^e ftruck, 
the tide of ebb ; the return of the flood 
Z 2 ' floated 
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floated the fhip, and enabled us to come fo 
an anchor, after having fearched for and dif- 
covered the proper channel. The wind being 
fair and very light, we refolved to make an 
attempt to get away. 

3ifl. Accordingly we got the anchor up, 
and the fmall fails were fet. To our great 
fatisfadlion we found the veffcl in every ref- 
pe6t obeyed our newlv-conftrudled helm : 
we had during all this delay been exceed- 
ingly anxious for advices from Buffora. In- 
the evening of the 30tb the boat returned 
with a letter from tlve Prclidency of that 
place. 


“ TO JOHN TAYLOR, ESCU 

“ Sir, 

“ The Refident yeflerday morning re- 
ceived your letter of the 25th inflant, and we 
much lament the unfortunate accident which 
has happened to the Honourable Company’s 
fnow the Intrepid. 

o We ha.ve with pleafure taken every mea- 
fure in our power to render the Intrepid affift- 
ance, and to expedite your arrival at the 
PrefideaCy. In confequence of an applica- 
tion made by us to the Government, of 
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this place, two velTels belonging to the Paclta 
of Bagdad will depart from hence this even- 
ing on their wav' to the Bar of Buffora River, 
or to Core Abdulla, in one of which places 
we fuppofe that the Intrepid may be now 
lying, in order to render afliflance to that 
veffel, and a third velTel belonging alfotothe 
Pacha of Bagdad will accompany them, in 
order either to attend the Intrepid to Mufcat, 
or to afford you conveyance to that port, as 
may be found mod: expedient. 

“ We enclofe two Arabic letters from the 
Refident, the one for Shcick Calphan, the 
Governor of Mufcat, and the other for the 
Englifh Broker at that port, which in the 
event of your proceeding thither w’e requeft 
may be carefully delivered. They contain 
the necelfary requefts and orders for your 
being fpeedily fupplied with a fuitable con- 
veyance from Mufcat to Bombay. 

“ We wifh you a fpeedy and pleafant paf- 
fage to Bombay, and we are, with efleem. 

Sir, 

“ Your very obedient humble Servants, 

“ Bussora, “ Samuel Manesty, 

“agthjau. 1790. “ HartORD JoneS.” 

Z 3 The 
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The (hips mentioned in the letter made 
their appearance in the evening of the 31ft- 
When they came up with us, they hailed us 
and communicated their orders : they proved 
to be Turkiih fhips of war belonging to the 
Pachalic of Bagdad, the larged of which 
mounted twenty guns. After accompanying 
us to the road of Bujfhire, the two larged 
took their leave while we came to an an- 
chor without a.:y material occurrence. 

February id. It being rather late, and the 
road of Budiire being at the didance of fe- 
veral miles from the town, we delayed going 
cr. fhore till more mg. 

2d. At ten o’clock we left the fliip, and 
did not reach the diore till half pad twelve, 
when we landed on a hard beach, where 
we found Mr. Watkins the Refident waiting 
to receive us. This gentleman conducted us 
to the Engliui faclcrv where he redded, and 
where he politely requeded us to take up an 
abode dmdng the few days which the fhip 
would be necedarily detained at this port : there 
were a few articles of trade on board, and fome 
necedaries fent from Budbra, which were to 
be landed, and time was to be allowed for the 
Refident to m^ake up his difpatches for Bom- 
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bay, all which would take up three or four 
days. As our rudder had anfwered fo ex- 
tremely well, we had but little apprehenfion 
on that fcorc, and we determined not to lofe 
a moment on account of it. in cafe of acci- 
dents, Captain Jervis thought proper to 
procure a I'pare boom and a few fpars, 
that we might eadly replace any damage that 
fhould occur in our paffage to the coafl of 
Malabar: we had befides, if we chofe, 
the advantage of the Turkidi fhip to 
convoy us to Mufeat, where we could be 
provided with another conveyance, or with 
the affiftance necelliiry to conftriKfl; a rudder. 
Mufeat is a conllderable fea-port, lituated in. 
Arabia Felix, and carries on a great trade 
with Surat and Bombay : from this frequent 
intercourfe, the voyage to India, wdth a fa- 
vourable wind, not being more than eight 
or ten. da^^s, the Imaum, or Governor, and his 
fubjedts are on the terms of particular friend- 
ihip wdth the Englifli, and are more enlight- 
ened, and by hir lefs ftridl than any other 
clafs of MulTulmen, in the Indian feas. 

We were hofpitably entertained at dinner 
by Mr. Watkins, and in the evening we 
took a w'alk to view the tow'n. There is very 
Z 4 , ‘ little 
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little worthy of remark in Buihire : it is 
fmall, and as wood is fcarce in Perfia, it is 
confequentiy poorly built. It is fubjedt 
to an Arab, whofe name is Sheick Naffeer, 
and who is tributary to that kingdom. 
The houfes are conflru<51:ed of white bricks, 
the fame as thofe at BulTora. On account of 
the exccffive heat, there is a particular room 
elevated above the flat roofs of their houfes, 
which has the appearance of a fquare tur- 
ret. In the walls there are interftices cut for 
the free admiffion of air, and this is in gene- 
ral the bed-chamber of the favourite Sultana 
of the family, for the men in the hot weather 
Beep in the open air on the tops of the houfes. 
The Englifh faftory is not large but comm.odi- 
ous enough, and from the walls being done 
over with a clay of light gray colour, it car- 
ries the air of cleanlinefs andcoolnefs. The 
bay is large and flrallow, and afforded but a 
poor appearance, there being only a few fmall 
veffels to be feen befides one large old fhip, 
rendered quite ufelefs ; it feemed nearly as 
large as a fixty-four. This we were in- 
formed belonged to the navy of Nadir 
Shaw, and had lain negledled almoft ever 
fince his death. The trade is very confined, 
^ and 
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and is carried on chiefly by means of caravans, 
of camels, horfes, and bullocks, with the 
famous city of Chiraz, or Schiras, the capi- 
tal of the finefl: province of the Perfian em- 
pire. Within fifty miles of this place are yet 
to be feen the ruins of Perfepolis, the mofi: 
magnificent in the world. The article of 
commerce with which the kingdom of Perfia 
abounds are various ; in particular, fine car- 
pets, wrought filver and pearls, excellent to- 
bacco, and cotton. The principal commodities 
taken in return, are, Englifh broad-cloth, 
particularly fcarlet and yellow. Manchefter 
printed cottons were fuggefted as likely ta 
anfwer the Perfian market. Some of the; 
moft brilliant patterns were feled:ed and fent 
to Bufhire ; but they by no means fuited the 
tafle of the Perfians : what appeared ex- 
tremely handfome in the eyes of an European 
was difregarded by that people ; and the 
more fimple, though perhaps not lefs ele- 
gant patterns, of their own were preferred. It 
might be worth while to carry the experi- 
ment a little further, and it would very well 
repay the trouble and expence, provided fo 
material a branch of our manufaeflures could 
he introduced into Perfia. The experiment 

to 
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to which I allude is, to print on fine cotton, 
figures, fuch as are common in India and 
Perfia, with the moft vivid colours that can 
be procured, and, in ihort, by variety and at- 
tention to their national tafle and charadler, 
induce them to become purchafers of thofe 
and fuch of our commodities as are the manu- 
facture of Great Britain, 

The Refident being provided with fome 
good horfes, and aifo with greyhounds for 
the breed, of which this country is remark- 
able, I witlred much to make an excurfion in 
the country. Mr, Watkins did not hefitate 
to make the offer of accompanying me, and 
early in the morning we fet out together. 

On quitting the town we entered on 
a very extenfive plain, the foil of which 
was remarkably good. We faw but few 
Villages, and thole by no means populous. 
The country was not divided by walls or 
ditches of any kind, and not a tree was to be 
ieenbut fuch as grew clofe to thehoufes of the 
inhabitants. We met a few flraggling caravans 
and fome hufoandmen preparing the ground 
for feed : in general, cultivation apeared to be 
attended to, but the traces of former and 
greater population and induflry were eafily 

difeover-i 
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difcoverable. An incredible number of dry 
wells, fabftantially built with ftone and mor- 
tar, with the ruins of flately houfes and vil- 
lages, recalled to mind the former affluent 
Hate of the kingdom of Perfia. The vines 
fpread their luxuriant branches all around 
them, andfeemed to forebode that thofe plains 
would again become the feat of plenty. We 
faw no hares, but had excellent fport with a 
fox, which the grey hounds purfued, and after a 
chafe of a quarter of an hour killed ; this ani- 
mal was much fmaller in fize than the foxes 
are in Europe, being very little bigger than 
a large hare. The fur was tolerably fine, 
and the brufh I brought away in triumph. 
As the fun was now high, we returned to 
Bulhire to breakfafi: a good deal fatigued 
with our long ride. The living at Bulhire 
was by no means to be compared to that we 
experienced during our refidence at BufTora. 
We were fupplied with filli neither remark- 
able for their fize nor flavour j thefe, with 
fome tolerable mutton and fmall fowls, were 
the only things procurable at this place. 
What ftruck me as very extraordinary, vege- 
tables were by no means abundant ; but tiie 
wine of Schiras made ample amends : it is 

rich, 
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rich, full, and generous, and when old may 

be Compared to the heft pfodudlions of any 

country or climate. The new wine has a 
,1 

difagreeable roughnefs, which age wears off. 
It is to be had both white and red, but the 
firfl is efteemed the mofl. We obtained 
fome delicious tobacco, W'hich is undoubt- 
edly not only the moft beautiful and de- 
licate, but alfo the mildefl I ever tafted. 
Its colour is a light yellow approaching to 
brown, and as tranfparent as amber. The 
Perfians are notorioufly given to fmoking to- 
bacco, and there are no people who have 
fuch variety, or who go to fo much expence 
in their fmoking machines. They have be- 
fide, the hooka and the long pipe, the calne, 
the nargil, and the kerim caun. Rofe wa- 
ter and ambergrife are made ufe of with 
other fpices and perfumes, fo as to render 
the vulgar habit of fmoking tobacco an 
elegant and expcnflve luxury. The weed it- 
felf, after having been W'afhed two or three 
times in rofe w^ater, mixed with the fineft 
fugar-candy, is foftened by the addition of 
rofe buds and ripe plantains. If it is buried 
in frefh earth for five or fix weeks, it adds 
to its mildnefs and falubrity. The bottom 

part 
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part of the machine is nearly filled xvith 
cool water, and the long winding tube 
throufjh which the fmoke afcends is fre- 
quently refrefhed with ambergrife and per- 
fumes. The tobacco is often repleniflied, 
and attention to the different duties gives 
fufficient employment to two fervants, who 
are kept for no other purpofe. I have 
know'n in India, the eflablifhment of a 
hooka comme il faut amount to the monthly 
fum of fixty rupees, a fum little lefs than 
fight pounds flerling, and with prudent ma- 
nagement amply fufficient to rear a family 
in Europe decently and comfortably. Be- 
fore leaving Buffiire we were ffiown a ma- 
nufacture in imitation of ffiawls, remarkably 
fine and pretty, and, excepting in regard to 
their hardnefs, much fuperior to the real 
ones. They were of different colours, and 
variegated after the fame fafhion with the 
manufacture of Caffimerc; the price being 
moderate, we purchafed a few, and in India 
they were much admired. Having fully 
fatisfied our curiolity in the courfe of the 
three days’ refidence at Buffiire, we were 
well pleafed to return on board, and fet fail 
for the ultimate place of our deftination. 

February 
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February ^^th. We weighed anchor, at-* 
tended by our confort the Turk, who ac- 
companied us for two days, when we dif- 
miffed him, having no further occahon for 
his fervices. The Gulf of Perfia is much 
infefted with pirates, and it is therefore 
better to keep in the middle of the ftream. 
There are numbcrlefs Arab Sheicks on both 
hdes of the Perfian Gulf, who have all 
fleets for the purpofes of piracy and plun- 
der *. The kingdom of Perlia has, in par- 
ticular, 

♦ The Chaub ranks next to the Turks, or rather to 
the Pacha of Bagdad, in point of maritime ftrength. 
His capital is Durac, fuppoi'ed to be the Sufa of Alex- 
ander. The diltrict which he polfelTcs extends a confi- 
derable way on the e.iileni banks of the Shat-cl-Arab, 
and his fleet conillls of a few flout veiTcls, well manned 
and armed. The Sheick of Julfar, whofe country lies 
to the weftward of Cape Muileldom, on the Arabian 
fide, has alfo a naval force. His fleet are moftly Does, 
which are ill-conllrufted veflels, with matted Tides, and 
lofty Herns, built of timber, as their bottoms and prows 
are. The fmallelf mount four guns, but the largelt 
carry eighteen, and they are filled ith men. The Per- 
fi3ns_have never been famous for naval exertion; but 
the mofl part of the lefler Sheicks, fuch as the Sheick 
of Bandareck, &c. equip according to their capacity and 
power, Tmall cruizers, which frequently obfirufl: trading 
vcffels. Not many years ago the Antelope, belonging to 

Bombay, 
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ticular, from local circumftances, encouraged 
this fyilem of depredation. Since the death of 
Nadir Shaw it has been in a continued date 
of anarchy and diforder. One ufurpation 
has inceiTantly protruded another, and which 
has always terminated in the malTacre of the 

j 

depofed monarch. Revolt has been equally 
rapid, and whole countries have been depo- 
pulated : travelling is every where unfafe, 
and there can be no faith between man and 
man : in fhort, the whole of Perlia is be- 
come only fit for the habitation of the tiger 
and panther ; animals not more the enemy 
of man than the hum.an race are qften to 
themfilves. Perfia is, no doubt, capable of 
being made a terreflrial paradife, for with- 
out a doubt nature has not produced the 
paragon of this fine country. It abounds 
with the finefl and befi: articles of the 
mofi necelfary, and alfo of the mofi; lux- 
rious demand. The fruits of all kinds, 

Bombay, was taken by the Shcick of Jiilfar. Thiscir- 
cumftance is mentioned by Co!. Capper in his Memo- 
rial, addreifed to the Court of Direclors of the Eaft-In- 
dia Company in the year 1784, as aifo his apprehenfions 
of the pirates in the Gulf of Perfia. Thefe facts point 
cut the nccellity of there always being at leaft one Eng- 
‘liili veflel of force in thofe feas. 


grapes, 
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grapes, mulberries, oranges, peaches, and 
nedtarines, -piftachio nuts and dates, are exqui- 
fite. The country produces grain of every 
defcriptionj and cotton and filk in profufion ; 
from thefe materials, clothes of cotton and 
filks are made, and fine carpets from their 
wool. They poflefs good horfes, and large 
droves and flocks of cattle, Iheep, and goats : 
gold, filver, pearls, and what is more ufeful, 
iron, are alfo found : their wine is much 
boafted of, and their trees drop manna. 
Where can we find fo many excellencies com- 
bined, or where fhall we difcover fo cruel a 
perverfion of every thing gratifying and in- 
dulgent ? 

The Gulf of Perfia has, for ages back, 
from the imperious and overbearing temper 
of man, been the fcene of contention and 
bloodfhed : the Portuguefe, very foon after 
the difcovery of the paflage to India, found 
their way to this great channel of commerce 
and enterprife. In the year 1507, they were 
eflabliflied in the ifland of Ormus, and which 
became a place of confiderable trade, till it 
was taken by thePerfians, but afllfted by us, 
in the year 1662. The Portuguefe, driven from 
hence, took Mufcat, where they builtacaftle 

about 
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about the year 1650, but they were expelled 
by the Arabs, who put them all to the 
fword, excepting eighteen, who became con- 
verts to Mahomedanifm : other nations have 
followed their example, and it has alfo been 
the grave of many of our countrymen, but all 
their exertions have not been able to acquire 
liability. 

The Dutch had a lettlement on the ifland 
of Karac *, about the year 175O; but their 
bad condudl exafperated the Sheick of Ban- 
derick, who took poffeffion of the ifland, and 
drove out the Dutch. Our fubfequent wars 
. in that quarter, and the mifmanagement at- 
tending them, would -only exhibit folly, ig- 
norance, and imprudence j and it is therefore 
prudent to draw a veil over the deplorable 
pidiure. 


* The ifland of Karac is fituated within thirty leagues 
of the Shat-el-Arab, and half way between the coafts of 
Arabia and Perfia. Here fliips proceeding to BuflTora ge- 
nerally call for a pilot ; it is five miles in length, and 
between two and three in breadth. This ifland is ex- 
tremely well calculated to become a fettlement for an 
European power, and might be brought to command the 
whole trade of the furrounding Ihores. 

Voi.. I. A a 


Before 



( 354 ) 

Before we (rot out of the Gulf of Perfia- 

O 

we experienced a heavy gale of wind, which 
lafted nearly twenty-four hours, and proved 
a fevere trial to our fleering machine, and we 
\vere not without alarm left any part of it 
ihould give way the w ind was contrary 
wdth fudden ft,]ualls, and w'e were in a 
narrow part of the. Gulf amongft the 
iflands, between Cape Jacques on the Per- 
fian, and Cape Mulfeldon on the Arabian 
ihore, which forms the entrance of the 
Gulf of Perfia. Here are feveral fmall 
ifiands and rocks called the Tombs, and 
vjtliers called the Coins, which makes this 
|cirt of the Gulf extremely dangerous ; 
tile 111 ip was obliged to be tacked every half 
hour, w iiich occalioned a conliderablc flrain 
on th.e machine ; it, however, flood the trial, 
without any material accident having hap- 
pened , 

Feb iqth. Flaving paffed the ifland of Or- 
nvds, wc loon launched into the Arabian Sea, 
and we iloud to the Eaflward until the even- 
ing of the 22d. Captain Jervis had at this 
f inte hv Ins reckoning, nearly made the ifland 
of Bombay t about ten o’clock at night we 


were 
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Were alarmed by a noife on the- quarter deck, 
for every thing had been hitherto quiet, the fea 
was fmooth, and the moon drone very bright. 
On going on deck, we had the pleafing fight 
of the back of Malabar Hill, on the idand of 
Bombay, clofe under our bow j the drip had 
run within a very diort didance of the land, 
before the officer difeovered her fituation, and 
every other perfon had been equally inatten- 
tive : had not the weather been moderate, the 
velfel would moft likely have been on fhore ; 
with a little exertion we got the vedel off 
the land, and dood for the entrance of the 
harbour ; the light-houfe was foon difeover- 
ed, and in the morning we faw the town 
and the drips at anchor. The fignal was 
thrown out at day-break, for her being a 
packet from Budbra, but as the wind was 
light we did not reach the anchoring ground 
till near one, when I went on fhore and 
delivered the packets of letters entruded 
to my care into the hands of General Aber- 
cromby, the Governor of Bombay. Mrs. 
Taylor, and Mr. Blackader, landed foon 
after, when we were received under the hof- 
pitable roof of our triend Mr. Rivett, whofe 
urbanity has been equally didinguidied and 
A a 2 admired. 
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admired. On my arrival at this prefidency, I 
found that hoftilities had commenced with 
the Sultan of Myfore: this war, which, how- 
ever juft in itfelf, might have led to confe- 
quences deftrudlive to the interefts of a great 
commercial nation like our own ; became 
of the firft importance to the relative and po- 
litical connedlions, which fubfift between 
Great Britain and her Eaftern pofteflions. 

It will be allowed, that a country retained 
in fubjedlion by the power of the fvvord, is a 
novelty in the hiftory of our country. The 
propriety of the means, by which the re- 
mote dependency has been acquired, and is 
ftill maintained, has been difputcd on the 
ground of both morality and political w'if- 
dom ; but on this fubje(5l I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that we have pafted the Rubicon, and 
that there is not any room for a fafe retreat. 
The fortunes, the lives of thoufands depend 
on the prefervation and profperity of our 
fettlements in the Eaft : India is a prop to 
England, labouring under the preflure of ac- 
cumulated taxes, and to the eye of political 
w'ifdom prefents a field of new and growing 
refource. The general interefts and finances 
of Britain, now", indeed, fo intimately blend- 
ed 
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cd with our pofieffions in India, are annually 
brought forward by adminiftration, as afford- 
ing on the fubjedf of ways and means an ad- 
ditional fund of credit to that parliamentary 
fecurity, which, by reafon of the free conftitu- 
tion, and inviolate good faith of the Britifli 
government, has ftamped a value on the Bri- 
tifh funds, unknown in any other flate or 
country upon earth. 

To render our Indian poffeihons of per- 
manent utility to Britain, will be the heady 
purpofe of every wife adminiftration. This, 
however, will be a difficult, as well as it is 
an important talk ; to unite- equity and mo- 
deration, with that vigour and promptitude 
wffiich are neceflary for the adminiftration of 
countries, at a vaft diftance from the feat of 
government ; to diftribute the patronage 
which attends that adminiftration, in fuch 
a manner as to preferve entire the free fpirit 
pf the Britifh conftitution ; to join together 
the great advantages to be derived from an 
immenfe monopoly, and thofe which ac- 
company and flow from free trade ; to re- 
concile the juft expe<ftations of theEaft-India 
Company, with thofe of the manufadlures 
and individual traders of Great Britain j and, 
A 33 
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on the whole, to arrange in one liarmonlous 
fvflem the wealth of India : concord amons 
all the fubjedls of Great Britain, and the pu- 
rity of the Britifh conftitution, is a great but 
an arduous work. I am fully perfuaded that 
the poiTelTion of India may be ftill made 
more and more conducive to the promotion, 
not only of the general commerce and public 
revenue of Britain, but even, of the interefts 
of the Eaft-India Company; in as much, as 
if from exiting circumftances they have been 
partially circumferibed, they may tend alfo 
to a prolongation of their exiftence. In con- 
templating the connexion that has grown up 
between Great Britain and the Eaft: Indies, 
and which it is our objeef to confirm and 
perpetuate, the firll idea that occurs is, 
the relative fituation of thofe countries to 
each other in refpeef of place : this circum- 
flance of local lituation feems, at firfl; fight, 
to throw an air of ridicule on every attempt 
to form a perpetual band between countries 
feparated from each other by an interval of 
ten thoufand miles. It mufi; be owned that 
this immenfe difiance is not without many 
political iriconveniences ; yet, it may per- 
haps be affirmed, that it is lefs difficult to 

efiablifii 
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cftabiifh a permanent conneiflion between a 
parent ftate and colonies, when they are at 
too great a diftance, than when they are too 
near to each other. Spain loft Portugal, 
and kept Peru. I ihall not flop here to 
difplay the reafons that incline me to en- 
tertain this paradox, any farther than juft 
to obferve in general, that they are rounded 
on that rivality and fermentation of fpirit, 
which equal pretenfions and quick intelli- 
gence, breed and nourilh between contiguous 
dates and kingdoms. The Eall Indies are 
more remote than we could wilh: however, a 
moderate and mild government, that lefpecls 
ancient privileges, manners, cultoms, and 
opinions, will conciliate the affeftions and 
fecure the tranquillity of the pacific Hin- 
doos. Though the ifland of Great Britain 
be not fo favourably fituated for intercourfe 
with India, whether commercial or political, 
as fome other kingdoms of Europe, fhe ne- 
verthelefs enjoys many lingular advantages, 
in numerous harbours and docks for fliip- 
ping, the national fpirit and enterprife of 
the people, and their turn for fea-faring 
life. With thefe advantatres, Britain bids 
as fair to retain her foreign fettlements, as 
A a 4 any 
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any other nation whatfoever, provided that 
file adopt fuch arrangements and inftituti- 
ons as found policy dictates : and as encou- 
ragement for the Britifh legiflature, to form 
and adopt fuch arrangements and inftitu- 
tions, it is to be obferved, that the wealth 
of India does not conlift, like that of Mexi- 
co and Peru, in gold and filver, which, as is 
univerfally known, impoverifhed and depo- 
pulated Spain, but in articles of more in- 
trinfic and permanent value; articles, which 
require and nourifh labour and promote in- 
duftry, the true fource of population and 
national wealth and greatnefs. It is to our 
terreftial polfeffions in India that we are to 
look for the fureft and indeed the only 
means of reducing and extinguifliing the 
national debt of this country : by retrench- 
ing the public expenccs, on a fyftem of 
prudent economy; by opening new ave- 
nues of commerce, and new fubjedls of 
mechanical labour and ingenuity, the Britifh 
government may accompliih that grand ob- 
jedt, confer the mofl folid and lafting be- 
nefits on their country, and render their name 
immortal. 

Thefe obfervations very naturally occured 

to 
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to my mind, when I confidered the fitua- 
tion in which Indians was now likely to 
be placed j and my attention was called 
to the more immediate point on which its 
deftiny at this moment depended,. The 
combined ftrength of our fettlements in that 
quarter was about to be exerted againft a 
powerful enemy, and the ultimate exiftencc 
of our pofleffions refled on the refult. This 
war was likely not only to involve the 
profperity of the flate, but the lives of 
numberlefs individuals, the interefts of com- 
merce, and the honour and refpedability of 
the Britifh name and influence in India. 

When we refledt that two of the mofl re- 
fpecflable native powers had afforded us their 
fupport, and that our arms were led by the 
diftinguifhed charadler, who controlled the 
governments of the Eaft j when we know 
that the eyes of all the world were upon its in 
the profecution of a juft, necefiary, and cre- 
ditable war ; when w'e confider that our re- 
fources would be exerted to the utmoft 
ftretch in men and money j and when it was 
public all over India, that every effort would 
be put in agitation ; that all our refources 

were 
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were called into adlion to humble a relllefs ty- 
rant, it furely became the moft anxious wifli 
of every Briton to fee the conteft finifhed 
with honor to the nation, and credit to our 
arms. 

The Mharattas and the Nizam regarded the 
Englifh as the medium by which they were 
engaged as allies to overthrow the empire of 
an ufurper; a dominion founded on blood, and 
protected by every meafure of cruelty and op- 
prefTion, Should our arms have proved un- 
fuccefsful, our power, influence, and rcfpedla- 
bility in the Eafl: would have been irrecover- 
ably loft. Not only the Mahrattas and Ni- 
zam, but every ftate in India, from the 
mountains of Thibet to the fouthern penia- 
fula would have been roufed, and the difal- 
fcdlion of our native troops would finally dii- 
member the colonies of India from the Bri- 
tifh empire. 

The indignation and refentment of an op- 
prefled people was every where evident ; the 
lower iVlalabar had revolted, and it was only 
the Mahomedan fubjedis of the Sultaun that 
appeared to enjoy his protedlion or fupport. 
The upper country was not in a better fitua- 

tion ; 



( 363 ) 

Itlon: and It is a known fadl, that within the 
walls of his capital there exiftcd a powerful 
party ready to avow themfelves, when it 
could be done with certainty and fafcty. 

The cruelties exercifed on his unhappy 
fubjedts riveted the principles of difgufl: 
and deteftation. Alfuming the charadler of 
his prophet, he wantonly, and in cold blood, 
deflroys the natural poffeffion of the coun- 
try, w ho refufe to rejedf the religion of their 
anceftors to afllime that of Mahomed; and I 
declare that I have mvfelf witneffed a fieht 

•- O 

of barbarity unknown in any civilifed na- 
tion, where the unfortunate Hindoos have 
been hanged by dozens on trees by the road 
fide, or fufpended on hedge rows, as they 
were caught in the vain attempt of eluding 
their fanguinary purfuers * ; a fcene not only 

to 


* The feelings of humanity rci'oil, and human nature 
fhudders at the recital of the cruelties exercifed on the 
people of Malabar by Tippoo, or the engines of his 
pov.’er. Should it ever happen (which God forbid that) 
thofe miferable wretches fhould be dcferted by us, what 
horror inuft await them, what will not be inflidled as 
the punifhment of their revolt r Their implacable foes, 
the Moplas, will be let loofe to annihilate them from the 
face of the earth ; their property will be feized ; and the 

indige- 



to be eqimlled by the ferocious Buccaneers in 
ihc a€t of hunting the timid Indians with 
blood hounds and maftiffs. 

Thefe horrible cruelties ferve to keep in 
awe his fubjedts of a lower clafs, but policy 
induces him to attach the principal officers, 
military and civil, and where his intereft is 
concerned, no man is more liberal of either 
reward or promotion. Under the eye of 
Tippoo his army fight with courage and ala- 
crity } but his detachments have uniformly 
given way with little oppofition, and Hill 
lefs condudt* 

His troops are hired by the month, but his 
month is arbitrary. Thirty, forty, and even 
fifty days, conftitute their duration, and the 


indigenous inhabitant be exterminated to give place to 
their inveterate enemies. If fenfibility is at all con- 
nefled with the policy of Hates, thofe in whofe hands 
authority and power is entrufled, Ihould refledt on this 
circiunflance. Let us maturely weigh the tenor of Tip- 
poo's condudl, and then fay whether his dominion fhould 
not be cruihed, for the quiet of India, and the fafety of 
tlie Britilh poireflions, for fo long as he enjoys unfhackled 
power, oiir fettlement in the Carnatic and Malabar, will 
be held on terms the moft precarious and uncertain, and 
that their lofs would be followed up by our total expulfion 
from India. 
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ftate of his treafury, or his own whim, re- 
gulates the calendar. 

His numerous bodies of cavalry have been 
wonderfully exaggerated.^ His circar, or 
liable horfe, are the firll in point of difci- 
pline and bravery ; the men are well paid, 
and uniformly clothed: and the horfes, to 
the number of 5 or 6000, are the property of 
government. The next in degree of efti- 
mation are cavalry, colledled from all parts 
of India, where the horfe is the property of 
the rider, and perhaps conftitutes his for- 
tune ; for horfes killed in adlion, no com- 
penfation is allowed, and the horfeman is 
obliged to ferve on foot till he can fave or 
plunder money enough to refume his former 
fituation. When this lofs at once deprives 
the foldier of the profpedt of promotion, and 
the means of his livelihood, he can have 
little inducement to rilk the lofs of a favou- 
rite animal. 

The third clafs are the Looties, or plun- 
derers. Thefe dallardly marauders ferve 
without pay, and entirely fubfill on the plun- 
der of the enemy’s country. They burn 
and dellroy whatever they cannot carry off, 

and 
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«.nd mark their iteps with blood and defo^ 
lation. Their hories are diminutive, and 
unfit for the purpofes of war. The men are 
clothed with little more than a turband, and 
a cloth tied about their middle, perhaps with- 
out a laddie, and their arms confifi: of a fey- 
meter or pike. It is to thefe wretches, dur- 
ing the war with Hyder, that the Carnatic 
owed its deitrudion. Under their hands the 
finefi; countries in India becanre little better 
than a defart : whole villages were fwept 
away ; and our manufadurers, with their 
families, carried to Myfore, while the la- 
bourers became the Coolies, to tranfport 
what v/as formerly their own : and W'here de- 
fence was attcinprcd, they neither fpared age 
nor fex. 

The foot foldiers may be divided into two 
claffes, the regular and the irregulars, befides 
wdiich he has Golandaurs or artillery, and a 
fmall body ol Europeans, renegadoes and de- 
ferters. A part of the regulars are clothed 
in uniforjn, fomewhat in the manner of the 
Englilh fepoys, but by far the greatefi: num- 
ber have only uniform turbands and cumber- 
bands, with wEite jackets and Ihort breeches. 

Their 
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Their arms are French muikets, or the Eng- 
lifli ones taken in the coiirfe of the war of 
i^8o. To difeipline and command thefe 
battalions, he has a certain number of fo- 
reigners, and a conhderable proportion of 
the native officers belonging to our troops, that 
became prifoners of war, and were forced into 
the fervice. They are flovenly, and unfteady 
in their exercife and duty, and little ac- 
quainted with any evolutions. The irre- 
gulars are an unmilitary rabble, varioufly 
armed, with old muikets, match-locks, pikes, 
and fey meters. Little dependence can be 
placed in fuch a multifarious collection, 
who principally depend on plunder for their 
fubliftence. 

From fuch an army what is to be appre- 
hended, wLen oppofed to a body of gallant 
troops, many of whom are veterans in the 
fervdee, and commanded by Britilh officers of 
experience and abilities ? 

To defpife an enemy is the greateft fault 
which an officer can commit : it puts him 
from his guard, and renders him open to 
their affault. Let it, therefore, not be fup- 
pofed that exertion is unnecefiary againft fo 
refpeCtable an opponent. Some excellencies 

muff 
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rtiufl prevail in Tippoo’s army to render it 
in general refpedlable, and, lince the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, in the opi- 
nion of our ableft officers. But the advan- 
tages which he poflefTes are eafily counter- 
ad:ed ; and when placed in competition with 
regular fyifem and cxa(5t difcipline, mull at 
all times be overcome if followed up with 
difcretion and perfeverance. 

In the mode of carrying his provifions, 
and of tranfporting his cannon and ftorcs, an 
evident fuperiority is difcernable. The atten- 
tion he has paid to the artillery department 
evinces a knowledge of its utility, which 
would not difgrace the tadfics of the prefent 
day. In carrying provifions for his army, 
Tippoo’s advantages are material; preferving 
a fyftem of warfare in the midfl of profound 
peace. His bullocks are always trained for 
either draught or carriage, and his extraordi- 
nary demands are fupplied from his Banjara 
bullocks, employed in tranfporting merchan- 
dife through his country, or carrying fait 
from the fea coaft. In thefe different fer- 

vices there is not lefs than one hundred thou- 
fand employed. 

The furprife of his army, or the lofs of a 

detachment 
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detachment, is attended with confequences 
of no moment to the general intereft of the 
war. 

The Bazar of either is generally ten miles^ 
in the rear, and encamped on an open road, 
where their retreat is attended without diffi- 
culty or danger. As the army retires or ad- 
vances, the motions of the Bazar are accord- 
ingly regulated. His fupericrity in cavalry, 
and the neceffity there is for the Engliih troops 
to preferve a connedled body, and the fmall- 
nefs of our numbers, which prevents our de- 
taching, tends to preferve the fupplies of the 
enemy, and to render our means of procuring 
them- more difficult and precarioirs. 

In tranfporting his cannon and in cutting 
roads to facilitate their conveyance his means 
are abundant. To a fmall gun he attaches 
one elephant, to a larger two, and to thofe 
of a greater caliber three and four. By the 
affiilance of a regular and well-appointed 
corps of Bildaurs, or Pioneers, icc pieces of 
ordnance are moved at a rate not eafily to 
be conceived, and far fuperior to our beft- 
condudted attempts. His guns are drawn 
by the bed bullocks produced in the 
country, the elephants being only intended 

VoL. I. Bh for 
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for occalional affiftance ; to which is added 
the imremitted exertions of excellent drivers. 

The Nabob’s artillery are both larger and 
longer than ours, whch enables him to com- 
mence a cannonade either on our baggage or 
line, before our guns can be ufed with elfed;, 
and when it would only be an unnecelTary ex- 
pence ot ammunition to return his fire. In 
cafes of diforder, or when advantage on his 
fide occurs, his cavalry are very ready to feize 
the opportunity. 

The velocity, with which his jiarge bodies 
of cavalry change their fituation, and the ge- 
neral rapidity with which his whole move- 
ments are executed from one place to another, 
operate flrongly in his favour. Unable to 
afeertain his pufition, it is dangerous for us 
to detach from the main body. His princi- 
pal object is to attack us in detail, whether 
111 convc) ing provifiousor bores, or foraging 
in the neighbourhood of our encampment, 
and in this I luzzar mode of warfare he gene- 
rally laccceds. 

In his artillery he places his greateft confi- 
dence anvl dcpendancc. Th.at corps is the beffc 
appointed in his fcrvice, and very far fupe- 
rior to rheie of any native pon er in India. 

His 
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- Ijjs intelligence is an objed; of particular 
confiderati.on ; fpares no expence to ac- 
cqnapli^ , his end, and the molt cruel and 
ex,emplary punilhments are immediately in- 
flidedy fhuul^ falfe information at any time be 
delivered. He does not depend on the word 
of a fingie individual, but employs fevcralon 
the fame occafion, examines them apart, and : 
whether they' agree or differ in the tale, they 
are aW detained clofe prifonerstill the truth is 
difclqf^ and to the man who is found inan 
error, ,^o lenity is fhewn. The families ;of 
the-fpies aFe in the poilfeffion of, the Nabob, 
and hciattaches them to him by the moft li- 
beral rjrp wards : by this means he finds his 
way, into our camps, and perhaps, by dint of 
money, and the collufion of the native fer- 
vants of officers of rank, he obtains the know- 
ledge of our fecret refolves. His Bildaurs are 
the ftoutefl and heft working men in his coun- 
try, a certain proportion are attached to every 
gun, and it is aftoniffiing, from the number 
that compofe that corps, with what celerity 
roads are cut through the thickefl jungle or 
the moll rugged country. 

His elephants, to the amount of near 400, 
perform wonders in dragging his cannon 
B b 2 along 
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along heavy roads, in croffing rivers', and in 
carrying his tamp equipage and ftores. - 

The Rocket-boys are daring, ’ elpeeially 
when intoxicated with bang : they advance 
near to our line of march, covered by the 
cavalry, and attempt to thro# our troops into 
confuflon. The rocket difeharged horizon- 
tally is more dangerous than thofe fired- per- 
peirdicularly, and in open and level ground 
they are, although uncertain iri therT direc- 
tion, very deflruclive and galling to out' men, 

TippOo is defed:ive a!s an engineer,' rteither 
will he be advifed by thofe who* are qualified 
in that -line : in feveral inftances T have 
known him rejedl the opinion of able officers 
to follow his own mifcrable plans. His new 
forts, of which he is himfelfthe conftrudlor, 
betray the moft fhameful ignorance of the 
very firft principles of fortification, and in 
place of works covering and protedting each 
other, the diredfion of his flanking-guns 
point immediately to the centre of the works 
themfelves. 

That Tippoo poflefTes many evident ad- 
vantages, and that he is a refpedtable’and' 
formidable enemy is every where allowed ; 
but it cannot be denied, that flipported as we 


were 
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were at this time by the Mharattas and 
the Nizam, and by the fineft army that 
India ever faw ; the beft difeiplined and 
paid that ever were commanded by Englifli 
officers, by the fineft train of artillery that* 
we ever colledled in the Eaft, and, above all, 
in the confcious approbation of a good caufe, 
there could not be a doubt but his throne 
would be ftiaken to the centre. 

That our armies in the Eaft had at this 
time great defeats and many difficulties to en- 
counter cannot be controverted, and that they 
ftill labour under certain inconveniences can- 
not be denied*: but they exift at this mo- 
ment in a much fmaller degree than ever 
was before known, and whenever a frefla 
avar ftiall break out, we ftiall fight with 
evident advantage and decided fuperiority. 

The caufes that proved our deftrudion 
in former wars are happily removed : no 
fmall detachments oppofed to fuperior num- 
bers, better means provided to fupply our 
armies with provifions and ammunition, 
intelligence more liberally rewarded, and 
by carrying our arms into the enemies 

* Appendix, B. 
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country, fave our own, and fubfift at their 
expence. 

Tippoo Saib, confcious of our fuperiority in 
the' open held, affiduouhy av'oided thcconteft, 
and looked to delay and procraftination as his 
fureft means of defence. To cut off our de- 
tachments, or to interrupt our convoys, was. his 
certain aim. Ourfuccefs muff always be fure 
if we provide againil the wants of provifions 
and ammunition ; and on this the fuccefs of 
our arms depended. The policy of the Nabob 
led him to didrefs us by every means in his 
power, even to the dedruction of his hneft 
diftricls, and I forefaw that he would lay 
wafte as we advanced, and till he came to a 
point from which there wmuld be no' reced- 
ing, when like a flag at bay, he muft rillc a 
general action and probauiy terminate his ca- 
reer of defpotifm, cruelty, and opprelilon. 

The fufferings of our officers, fepoys, 
anci European troops, whilft prifoners with 
Hyder, pe hill in their memory, and how- 
ever humanity m^y be intereftedi in the event 
of another war, they will not fail to avenge 
the caufe of their llaughtered brethren, and 
the hardlhips impofed on themfelves and 
countrymen. 

■ . f. 
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It had been hitherto the misfortune of our 
government in India to be branded with 
terms of reproach for levying unjuft wars, 
and for our interference with the native 
powers. In this inftance we niuft ftand ac- 
quitted to all the world, and glory in the 
honourable purfuit of protecting an old and 
faithful ally, and counteract the ambition of 
a reftlefs Prince, whole undeviating politics 
has tended to increafe his dominions by en 
croachments on his neighbours, and finally, 
to expel every European from the country. 
His boundlefs cruelty and tyranny has ex- 
cited the wrath of his opprelTed fubjedls : in 
the event of another rupture, they will foon 
join in the common c.aufe to crufti him for 
ever. 

The empire of Tippoo, from the hour 
his father acquired the govxrnrnent of My- 
fore, has been a continued feries of ufur- 
pation. Many murders have been committed 
to get quit of the lawful competitors. There 
ftill remain many of the ancient ftock, and 
thefebavc yet adherents, who anxioufly wait 
a favourable opportunity to declare for their 
original mailers, to whom they are attached 
by the ftrongeftties of affecflion. 

Had the Britifh governnrent in India no 
B b 4 better 
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Wtter reafon for declaring war, and the 
Britiih. government at home no better reafon 
for approving the meafure, the condud; of 
Tippoo Saib to wards us lince thepeaceof 1784, 
would fully have authorized the decided dep 
that was taken, and more than fully vindicated 
every confequence that refuited to him. His 
attack on the lines of Travancore was, to the 
Rajah, wanton, illiberal, and unjuft, and in 
regard to us, infolent and prefumptuous ; to 
have endured the infult would have been to 
acknowledge our weaknefs and the fuperio- 
rity of the Nabob to all the powers of India : 
a meafure of this kind would have lelTened 
the confequence of the Britifti empire, in the 
Eaft, given up the balance of power, and 
placed the faith of our treaties in derilion and^ 
contempt. What power would have again 
fought the alliance of a nation unable to vin- 
dicate her own rights or to defend thofe of 
an ancient ally in the hour of oppreftion and 
diftrofs ? 

It is an undoubted faci, that feveral Euro- 

nean oiucers that had fallen into the hands of 
1 

Tippoo in the former, were yet in being on 
the commencement of the war. 

By the trcaiy of peace of 1784, the Englifh 
on the coaft of Malabar were to be put in 

full 
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full poffeffion of the fadtories held by them 
in the life-time of Hyder Ally, and from 
whence the Eaft-India Company annually 
Ihipped a confiderable quantity of pepper, 
fandal-wood, and cardamums. With confi- 
derable rilk an Englifli refident was fent to 
Calicut, but the free exercife of trade was 
denied, and he was obliged to quit his lioufe 
with every mark of degradation. The Britiih 
flag was infulted, and the recal of the refi- 
dent terminated the affront. As a plea for 
this breach of treaty, it was intimated by 
the Nabob, that to encourage agriculture he 
had ordered every pepper- vine to be deflroyed, 
and that he had taken into his own hands the 
exclufive monopoly of the cardamums and 
fandal-wood, to fupply by the medium of the 
Red Sea*, the Turkifh empire. 

The privilege of the Eaft-India Company 
to enjoy fadlories in the Canara and Sunda 
country, was prior to the pofleflion of thefe 
diftridts by Tippoo’s father, and they are 
better entitled by the rule of right, to that 
trade than he is to the fovereignty of that 
dominion which he now' commands with 
fuch unexampled feverity. In the year 1725, 
* Appendix, C. 


the 



( 378 ) 

the Rajah of tHefe Provinces allowed to the 
Company a free intercourfe and commerce 
with his fuhjedls. He fought their friend- 
fhip, and requelded the Cliief and Council of 
Onore to acquaint the Government of Bom- 
bay, they had his permiffion to eftablifh a 
letdement in his diftridls and granted them 
Compta where they might ered: a fort. Onore 
Compta and Merjie were furveyed by their 
engineer, and Onore was pitched on for 
a permanent factory, as mod beneficial to the 
mercantile interefts of their employers, and 
the produdlions of the whole country were 
drawn together from Carwar to the limits of 
the Rajah’s jurifdidion. 

The infults of Tippoo to the Englifh nation 
have been mod arrogant and daring. The fet- 
tlement of Tellichery, an ancient mercantile 
pofleffion of the Company, on the coad of 
Malabar, was furrounded by an army in the 
midd of profound peace: he attempted in 
perfon to over-awe it, and ereded a chain 
of forts to encompafs it on every lide ; he 
not only prevented the poflibility of trade, 
but endeavoured to deprive the inhabitants 
of the common necelTaries of life : by his in- 
fulting medages and threats of an attack, 

he 
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he haraffed the garrifon who lay upon their 
arms d^ and night, and at all times in ex- 
pedlation of an affault, till failing in his 
purpofe of getting poffeffion of the fort, he 
quitted its neighbourhood to indulge his 
vengeance and difappointment on the Ra- 
jah of Travancore. 

Not contented with the infult which he 
had offered to our government in India, he 
inftigated the country powers to follow his 
example. The Bibie of Cannonore, who 
had, during the former war, experienced the 
effe(fls of her temerity, was induced by him 
again to become troublefome. Our trade was 
intermpted, and fhe even went fo far as to 
feize a boat under Englifh colours going 
into the road of Tellicherry. 

The Rajah of Cherical was obliged to 
fanclion a claim made by Tippoo for the 
poffeffion of a baftion of the Fort of Telli- 
cherry, as belonging to him, on the alledged 
grormd of a ftipulation, when the fettlement 
was firff eftabliffied by the Company. Other 
claims, on ahe fcore of unfettlcd accounts 
wfeie (fabricated in his name, and the in- 
.'folende of hid correfpondence with the Chief 
Tellicheirjfjffiadffcarcely a parallel. The 

audacity 
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audacity of the agent, who was fent by tife 
Nabob to tranfadt this extraordinary buii- 
nefs, was carried to a Angular pitch; he 
declared in the government houfe, that 
ur.lefs his terms were complied with, bis 
mafter’s cavalry would ride dowm the lines 
of Tellicherry. To this unjuhifiable and 
prefumptuous language, the Chief replied 
vviih becoming moderation, dignity, and 
hrmncfs ; thus the war commenced with- 
out provocation on the part of the Britilh 
government. 

The little fuccefs of the Nabob in the firft 
aflault of the lines of Paroor, retained credit 
on the troops of the Rajah. Exafperated 
and afiiamed, he opened a tremendous bat- 
tery, and in a general attack carried them 
with little oppofition. 

The exertions of the Britifli government, 
though not immediate, were now Simulated : 
a refpedtable army was convened on the plains 
of Tritchinopoly ; they were put in motion in 
high fpirits and difcipiine. In the mean time, 
the prefidencies of Bengal and Bombay were 
irot idle. Lord Cornwallis had equipped a 
brigade of fix battalions for the . coaft ; and 
Central Abercromby detached Lieut. Colonel 

Hartley 
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Hartley in April, with 1600 men froni 
Bombay, to reinforce two Carnatic batta- 
lions,: f^t to the affiftance of the Rajah of 
Travancore, and to a^t on the defenhve. 
Captain Little,' with two battalk>ns of fe- 
pOys and fome artillerymen, left Bombay to 
join the Mharattas, and who were to be 
paid by them agreeably to the partition 
treaty eoncbuded by the allied power's : the 
fetheJmeafure was adopted ‘by the Nizam,- 
who applied to Fort St. George, for a like 
detachment under the command of Major 
Montgomery. 

The grand army, with General Mcddows 
af- their- head, entered the enemies country 
by the way of Caroor, early in the month of 
June. The country powers, with the know- 
ledge of Tippoo’s enterprifing fpirit, adled 
with cautiorr, in order to counterbalance the 
advantages, that a well-difciplined army has 
in all refpefts over another inferior to it. 

It was at firft conceived, that Tippoo 
might have been eafily brought to a general 
ablion, and fo to have terminated the war 
by a hngle coup. But the efforts of many 
months of a gallant and zealous army,, ably 
commanded and judicioufly appointed, proved 

ineffedtual. 
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inefFedual- Accuftomed. to acknowledge 
the fuperiority of the Englifh, Tippoo adopts 
ed a fyftem of warfare better calculated to 
fupport his power; by procraftination and 
delay, to lengthen the war beyond the per 
riod of our refources ; by long marches, to 
harafs and fatigue oiir troops, whilH the- 
provihons and Ifores of the army were dajlyc 
ebchaufting, and neceffifate General Meddows 
either to detach from bis main body, or fali 
back to Tritchinopoly or Caroor, for a frelh 
fupply. . 

The fchemes of the Nabob were eafily 
difeovered, his views were every, where dif- 
appointed, and all his fchemes proved abor- 
tive ; Tippoo particularly felt his own 
weaknefs, in an attempt to cut off a de- 
tachment under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Floyd. His beft horfe, fupported by 
fifteen pieces of cannon, were in different 
attacks, effectually beaten off ; never did the 
bravery, the difeipline, or coolnefs of Britifh 
troops, firew' itfelf more confpicuoufly than 
on this occafion. 

Lord Cornwallis, to give vigour to the 
exertions of our allies, and to convince the 
native powers of his determined refolution 

of 
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of profecuting the war, took the field irt 
perfon, accompanied or fhortly followed by 
4200 volunteers, from the fepoy battali<^s, 
a complete regiment of cavalry, a large pro- 
portion of draught and carriage bullocks, 
to which the Nabob of Oude added a moll 
valuable gift of fixty-feven elephants, train- 
ed to military purpofes. Thefe prepara- 
tions announced to all India the confe- 
quence of the war, and the power of Tip- 
poo as an enemy, the apprehenfions en- 
tertained of him, and the neceffity there; was 
of reducing his power to its juft ftandard. 
The treafury of Bengal was drained, and 
eveiy means adopted that could give effetfl 
to an undertaking, in which our intereft in 
India was fo nearly conne( 5 ted. 

Having briefly narrated the fituation in 
which I found public affairs in India, I fliall 
continue my obfervations on the war, dur- 
ing my refidence in that quarter, and with 
General Abcrcromby’s army ; and add 
fuch occafional remarks as occurred to me 
during its progrefs, as well relative to it, as 
likewife to certain points of local knowledge 
and information, acquired by a refidence of 
considerable duration in that country. , 

Major 
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Major Dow, early in the year 1790, had 
marched from Tellicherry, and opened ^ 
communication with the furrounding coun- 
try, which, previoufly to that time, was cutoff 
by a confidcrable body of the enemy. Gene- 
ral Abercromby, Governor of Bombay, and 
Commander in Chief of the forces on the 
Coaft of Malabar, left the Prefidency in the 
month of November following, with a confi- 
derable reinforcement, and landed at Telli- 
cherry on the 8th of that month. The Ge- 
neral eftablifhed his head quarters in the vi- 
cinity of Tellicherry, near to the fpot which 
fhortly before had been occupied by the 
tents of Tippoo. No fooner were the Eng- 
lifh colours hoftilely difplayed, but the prin- 
ces of the countr}% many of whom had been 
unjuftly deprived of their territory, flocked 
to the ftandard. The whole of Malabar was 
inftantly in arms to fupport the Britifli 
forces, and the Moplas, who are rigid Ma- 
homedans, and the zealous friends of Tip- 
poo, were loft in irrefolution and amaze- 
ment ; the Bibie of Cannonore had repeat- 
edly promifed to give ’up her fort, but was 
prevented by a body of 6000 of the Nabob’s 
troops, who were encamped near to the walls 

of 
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of her town. It was neceflary for General 
Abercromby to attack and difperfe thefe 
people, and for that purpofe put in motion 
his little army, not exceeding- 4000 men. 
The enemy -were fpeedily compelled to 
lay down their arms ; terms were granted 
to the Bibie, and the Englifh flag was 
hoifted on the Fort of Cannanore. 

General Abercromby, by conciliatory mea- 
fures, in a great degree, united the jarring 
interefts of the Hindoos and Moors, whilfl: 
he kept alive the fpirit of liberty that had 
ftimulated the oppicflive natives, and by - 
forming alliances with the mofl: confiderable 
Rajahs, he added both to his military 
flrength, and to his means of profecuting 
the war; Amongfl; thofe, independently of the 
Rajah of Travancore, whofe minifter had 
joined our army with a body of three hun- 
dred horfe, and three battalhons of rcsular 
Sepoys, were the Rajahs of Cartinad, Cat- 
tiote, Cherical, and Comlah. Thofe chiefs 
were accompanied by many of the Nam- 
biers or hereditary lords, who armed their 
lubjedls in the common caufe ; others w'ere 
daily coming in from their faflnelles in the 
mountains, whither the tyranny of Tippoo 
had for feveral years obliged them to retire. 
VoL. I. C c But 
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But the moil diftinguifhed in zeal and affec- 
tion, was the Rajah of the Corga who con- 
tinued with us during the w'ar a faithful and 
ufeful ally. 

Lieutenant Colonel Hartley hstd been de- 
tached to the Southern part of the Malabar 
province, with a fmall force, where he ob- 
tained a gallant vidlory over the Nabob’s < 
troops, commanded by Murtaub Cawn. 

This viclory difperfed the enemy’s force in 
the Lower Malabar, and opened a commu- 
nication between Paulgautcherry, which had 
been taken by furprife a fliort time before, 
apd the fea coall ; and the Company’s forces 
\verc at this time in polTeflion of the country 
below the Ghaut, from the river of Balia- 
patam to the lines of Travancore. 

The Mharattus, prcvioufly to the departure 
of General Abercromby from Bombay, had 
laid fiege to the Fort of Darwar, a ftrong 
frontier town of Ibppoo’s, towards the Mha- 
ratta States. To their afliflance a detachment 
of Company’s troops had been fent from 
that prefidcncy, and the Admiral of the Mha- 
ratta fleet had fcoured the coafl of Mala- 
bar as low as Mangalore : he had occafion- 
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ally difembarked a body of men who had 
plundered the country, and deprived Tippoo 
of any refources from the provinces adjoin- 
ing to the fea. The collectors and chief 
men of the towns and villages immediately 
on the coaft, fold off, previoully to the ar- 
rival of the Mharattas, at little more than 
half price, all the property of the Nabob. 
Foreigners participated largely in this com- 
merce, and under their refpeCtive flags, 
avowedly became purchafers of every article 
they could procure, to the evident prejudice 
of the Company’s trade. 

Our ally, the Nizam, was bufily employed 
in the flege of Copaul, a northern frontier of 
Tippoo’s, on the fide of the Nizam’s domi- 
nions, alfifted by a detachment of our troops 
from fort St. George. The Nizam’s forces 
had engaged feveral bodies of Tippoo’s 
troops, in one of which 500 of the enemy 
were killed, with 200 of their horfes. 

The grand army, during thefe operations, 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Ma- 
dras, having left garrifons in the forts of 
Coimbatore, Dindigul, and Palagautcherry ^ 
and a refpcClable force near to Tritchino- 
poly. Lord Cornwallis took the command 
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in perfon in the month of February, and by 
a ikilful manoeuvre entered without oppo- 
iition the pafles of Tippoo’s country to the 
northward, with a force nearly 25,000 -men* 
This was effected, notwithftanding that the 
Nabob had been watching his Lordlhip’s mo- 
tions for a conhderable time with a determi- 
nation of defending whatever pafs the Grand 
Army attempted to afeend, trufting to the 
celerity of his motions to have gained the top 
before his Lordlhip could have got through 
his heavy artillery, provifions, and ftores. ' 
The Grand Army was in full force at 
Mulwaggle on the 25th of February, and 
had been joined by the 67 elephants before 
taken notice of. They were in high fpirits, 
fupplied with abundance of provifions, and 
provided with a battering train, and the ne- 
ceflary ftores for the fiege of Bangalore. 
On the 27th his Lordlhip moved from Mul- 
waggle to Nellepettah, and from thence on 
the 28th to Colar, the burying place of both 
Hyder Ally and his father. On the ift of 
March the army encamped at Narfepore, 
and on the 2d at Oofeottah, on the 3d they 
halted : on the 4th the army refumed their 
march, and Tippo was difeovered for the 

firft 
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firft time in full force, about five miles on 
his Lordlhip’s left flank, and half way be- 
tween Oofcottah and Bangalore. The 5th in 
the morning Tippoo was again feen on the 
fame ground, when the following difpofition 
of the army was ordered. The right wing, 
and the gth brigade was ordered to file off to- 
wards Bangalore, in charge of the baggage, 
'ftores, and provifions of the army. The caval- 
ry, the left wing, and the 4th brigade, were to 
follow, and give battle to the enemy. No 
fooner did his Lordihip put the troops in 
motion, than Tippoo ftruck his tents, and 
commenced his march in a parallel direction, 
but rather approaching to our line. At twelve 
o’clock the left wing was up with the rear 
of the right, and about the fame time Tip- 
poo opened his guns at a great diftance, and 
continued a defultory cannonade till paft two. 
Several difpofitions were made by his Lord- 
ihip to bring on a general a(!dion, but with- 
out effeft. On the evening of the fame day 
the Grand Army encamped within a mile 
and a half of the fort of Bangalore, and the 
advanced guard within three quarters of a 
mile of the pettah or-fuburbs. Next morn- 
C c 3 ing, 
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ing, or the 6th, the guns of the fort were 
opened on our reconnoitering parties, and 
Tippoo moved with his army towards our 
left flank, and again commenced a cannonade. 
At noon Lord Cornwallis changed his ground 
to the right, when Tippoo moved off to the 
oppolite fide of the fort, where he fixed his 
encampment. 

Bangalore is a place of the fecond con- 
fideration in Tippoo’s dominions. It is re- 
gularly fortified, furrounded by a deep dry 
ditch, andj was garrifoned by yooo men s 
but from the extent of the works it was, and 
always will be, in the power of the Nabob 
to reinforce the garrifon as he may judge 
neceflaiy for its defence. Granaries for his 
provifions, and an arfenal for guns and mi 7 
litary flores, are maintained in this place, 
and alfo a confiderable treafury is known to 
be generally there for the payment of his 
troops. 

The redudlion of Bangalore enabled Lord 
Cornwallis to diredt his march toward Se- 
ringapatam and the Poodicherrum Pafs, withr 
in fifty-two miles of it, where General Aber- 
cromby was flrongly polled, with an army 

which 
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which had been reinforced to the number 
of 7500 men, with an adequate train of 
field artillery. 

The Poodicherrum Pafs is fituated in the 
country of the Corga Ragah, nearly equi- 
diftant from Tellicheriy' and Seringapatam, 
and forty miles from Cannanore. The road 
from thence, and particularly the afcent to 
the Pafs, was made by the troops with im- 
menfe labour and fatigue. By this avenue 
General Abercromby had conveyed to Poo- 
dicherrum his guns, a large quantity of pro- 
vifions, and a complete train of battering 
cannon, and ftores for the fiege of Se- 
ringapatam. A complete fupply of every 
neceffary and requifite article was by this 
means ready for his Lordlhip in its vici- 
nity. His march from Bangalore would 
be eafy and expeditious, and in all proba- 
bility, in time, to commence the fiege of 
that place before the fetting in of the S. W. 
monfoon, and when reduced would afford 
ample magazines ot provifions, and excel- 
lent cantonments for the army in the rains, 
Ihould it not be productive of ftill greater 
advantages, a mortal ftab to the power 
C c 4 of 
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of the tyrant, and the overthrow of his 
empire. 

In the mean time General Abercromby 
was fecurely polled, with a llrong country 
in his front, where cavalry could not adl, 
and his rear was guarded by numberlefs 
rivers and interfedtions of the fea, which at 
all times prevented Tippoo from cutting off 
his communications with the coall. Cavalry 
could neVer venture in the rear of fo refpedl- 
able a force : their own retreat would be in- 
evitably loll from the impoffibility of fording 
the rivers. The fame reafon would prevent 
guns being tranfported to the lower country, 
where the exertions of his infantry, unfup- 
ported by either, would be of little avail. 

To explain the fituation of our arniies in 
India at this time, when there was no lefs 
tlian 40,000 regular troops employed in the 
field, in the profecution of the war, befidcs 
our garrifons and thofe left for the pro- 
tection of our empire, the map of India will 
be a ufeful guide. From a Angle glance it 
will be perceived that the Nabob Tippoo 
Sultan was completely furrounded ; to the 
eafiward by the Grand Army, to the north- 
ward 
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ward by the Nizam, to the north-weft by 
the Mharattas, to the weft ward by General 
Abercromby’s army. His fouthern pro- 
vinces were by this time reduced, and the 
principal forts were garrifoned by Britilh 
troops.. In this lituation, where three power- 
ful military ftates were united in a common 
caufe, and where their exertions were draw- 
ing to a focus, by the circle becoming daily 
more contracted, it might naturally be fup-* 
pofed that the duration of the war could not 
be long : on the other hand, it muft be con- 
lidered that Tippoo in perfon commanded 
an army of 70,000 men, amply provided 
with every requidte, and fupplied with 100 
pieces of cannon, with a flowing treafury, 
and that procraftinating the war would ulti- 
mately obtain his objeCl : on this account 
the propriety of energetic and fpeedy mea- 
fures, became on our part abfolutely neceffary 
to prevent an implacable enemy, whom nei- 
ther treaties can bind or alliances fecure, 
from efcaping from our hands, like a tiger 
from beneath the toils. 

The Britifli government in India, for our 
exertions in fupport of an old ally were 
every where applauded, and we were called 

upon 
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upon to reftore the former ftate of the coun- 
try. If juftice was ever exerted in any caufc 
with honour to ourfelves, it was at this mo- 
ment, in oppofing the encroachments of a 
lawlefs freebooter, in fupporting the natural 
rights of India, and in the attempt to curb 
tyranny and defpotifm in the hands of an 
ufurper. The honour, the good faith, and 
the credit of the Britifli name was now 
moft folemnly pledged, and with thofe wc 
had flaked the exiftence of our power in the 
eafl. It is eafy to make war, but it is a dif- 
ficult talk to make peace on the folid bafis 
of reciprocal and relative juftice ; and in this 
inftance, on what terms it could be rcftored 
with fafety to ourfelves, and with fatis- 
fadtion to thofe with whom we were now 
co-operating, was a matter arduous in the 
extreme. 

Many things were to be confidered in the 
difeuflion of this important queftion. 

ift. Eftablifhing a peace with honour to 
ourfelves, fafety to our intereft, and fatisfac- 
tion to the native powers of India. 

2dly. Subjedling Tippoo to pay the ex- 
pences of the war, to declare the indepen- 
dency of the Malabar powers, and the Rajah 
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of Corga, and fatisfying the Nizam and 
Mahrattas, for the encroachments made by 
his father and himfelf on their refpeCtive 
countries, with compenfation to the King 
of Travancore for demolifliing his lines and 
deftroying the fort of Cranganore. 

3dly. Making peace on the Status quo 
ante helium. 

4thly. Making peace on any terms fhort 
of the facrifice of our mere exiftence. 

In the firft inftance, the entire fuppreffion 
of the Nabob’s power mull have attended 
the termination of the war ; in this event, 
tranquillity would be reftored to India, 
a lalling peace would be infured on princi- 
ples of judice to the native powers, and of 
credit and refped; to the Britilh name. This 
would include the equal participation of our 
allies, and the lawful fovereigns of the 
ufurped empire or their reprefentatives. 

In the fecond. The nation would be little 
benefited, except by the trade with the 
Malabar Princes, which ought to be fecured 
to us by treaties of commerce and alli- 
ance : and to (hackle Tippoo, it (hould be 
dipulated, that a principal pafs, leading from 
the weftern fide into his country, (hould be 

put 
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put in the pofTeflion of the Englifli, as the 
beil, and indeed, the only means of re- 
training his ambitious views, and this peace 
fhould be guaranteed by all the principal 
native powers of India. 

In the third, The fuperiority of Tippoo 
would be acknowledged, our weaknefs ex- 
pofed, and we fhould for ever be deprived of 
the alliance of any of the confiderable powers. 
The balance would be wrefted from our 
hands, and we fhould become the detefta- 
tion of the Hindoos, our faith be treated with 
fcorn, and means afforded to the Nabob of 
employing, at a future day, the very combina^ 
tion that we have now raifed againfl him, 
and which muft end in the overthrow of our 
empire in the Eaft. 

The fourth expedient was till more dread- 
ful, and would have fubjedted us to the root: 
mortifying humiliation that can poffibly be 
experienced: it would have been the lad: 
miferable fubterfuge of a falling flate, whic’h 
may totter on its foundation for a few' 
vears before it finks into utter ruin. 

How peace has been effedled for the fecu- 
rity of India, and particularly of the Britifh 
Empire in that quarter, is[not for me to deter- 
mine, 
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mine, farther than juft to obferve, that the 
wifdom and policy of Lord Cornwallis can 
leave no room to doubt, that the heft was done 
for the benefit and advantage of all parties j 
and that under the exifting circumftances his 
meafures were prudent, ncceftary, and juft. 

When we confider the coaft of Malabar in 
a military point of view, ftiould the power 
of Tippoo Sultan again become inimi- 
cal to us, it will be found extremely eligi- 
ble for military ftations, and the neareft t,o 
the vitals of his empire, Seringapatam, and 
the country of My lore. 

The profecution of the late war has af- 
forded us fome excellent information on 
feveral fubjedts, particularly the navigation 
of the rivers, the roads, the countries towards 
the Ghauts, and the principal paffes into 
the Myfore. Many important points have 
been afcertained, of W'hich we were formerly 
unacquainted, and a new military map by 
Lieutenant-colonel Reynolds, will be the rc- 
fult of the labours that gentleman has been 
unremittingly engaged in for thefe twenty 
years paft, over the greatcft part of India. 

The march of General Abercromby has 

confiderable 
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confiderable merit in explaining the court > 
try from the fea-coaft almoft in a direif 
line with Seringapatam : previoufly to this 
period, the inhabitants ofTellichefry, though 
not more than ninety miles diredf diftance, 
were unacquainted with the ftate of either 
the countr}' or the roads, fo little comrrtu- 
nication had they with the interior parts. 

The intercourfe of the Croga Rajah with 
the government of Tellicherry, firft awakened 
our attention to the route by tjie Billiapatam 
river. This river falls into the fea eighteen 
miles to the northward of Tellicherry, 
and is navigable for large boats, twertt}’"- 
fiVe miles from its mouth to Illiacour, 
though in a diredl line, it is not more than 
fixtecn. Captain Byron of his Majefty’s 
fhip Phoenix, and Sir Richard Strachan of the 
Veflal, rowed up in their barges to Illiacour: 
and boats, the fize of common lighters, find 
water for about eighteen miles, completely 
loaded. From this place, where every thing 
rnuii be difembarkeJ, as in the cafe of Ge- 
neral Abcrcromby’s march, to Viatore is 
tweh e miles, from thence to the foot of the 
Poouicherrum Ghaut is fix, and the afeent 
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Hear to the fpot where the Gerieral Hkd takeil 
up his ground waiting the arrival of Lord 
Cornwallis, about four more. From this to 
the foot of Periapatam is twenty-two miles, 
and thirty miles further ftands Seringapatam, 
the capital of Tippoo’s dominions. The 
fort of Belliapatam is lituated on an eminence 
on the fouth bank of the river, about three 
miles from its mouth. By land the dif- 
tance from this place to Seringapatam is 
little more than eighty-feven miles, although 
the windings of the river wdll make it fomc- 
what more. 

From Tellicherry, the diftance to Serin- 
gapatam is one hundred and two miles 
by the following route, without the advan- 
tage of any water conveyance : 

Miles. 


Tellicherry to the Village of Keure, . 20 

From Keure to Illiacour, .... 8 

Illiacour to Viatore, 12 

Viatore to the bottom of the Poodicher- 

rum Ghaut, 6 

To the top, or General Ahercromby’s 

Encampment, 4 

To Periapatam, . 22 

To Seringapatam, ...... 30 

2 


The 
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The '<^ant of good harbours on the coaft 
of Malabar, is a great defect ; all the con- 
liderable rivers are incommoded with bars, 
and large Ihips in the open roads lay at a 
conliderable diftance from the llrore. The 
port of Tellicherry is in this fituation, and 
labours under many inconveniencies. 

The harbour of Cannanore, fourteen miles 
to the northward of Tellicherry, and only 
four miles and a half to the fouthward of 
Belliapatam, polTefles fome advantages, and 
indeed is the only harbour that I have feen 
on the coaft of Malabar. The fort was 
built by the Dutch on a peninfula projed:- 
ing into the fea, and which forms one fide 
of the bay. Towards the land it is fortified 
by a wall, flanked by two baftions, with an 
excellent faufle braye, and a tolerable ditch, 
cut in the neck of land from the fea to the 
harbour. This ditch would admit the 
water, if the fide next to the fea was not 
choaked up, but it could be eafily cleared 
away, and conflruded either to retain the 
water, or allow it a free paflage with the 
ebbing and flowing of the tide. To render 
the fort refpedable and next to Bombay, 
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one of the heft and ftrongeft on the vvefterft 
fide of India, a few out-works would be ne- 
ceflary to extend the line of defence, in order 
to counteradl the extent of the approaches 
and to cover the adjacent ground, which in 
the prefent lituation evidently commands it. 

The town of Cannanore is fituated at the 
bottom of a finall harbour, in which there 
is fourteen feet water, under the guns of 
the fort. A landing place is projedted from 
the gate toward the fea, where at all feafons 
boats may land. And a few Ihips in this har- 
bour may ride out the violence of the fouth- 
wefl: monfoon, although I will not pretend to 
fay that it will be pradlicable to fail from 
thence before the month of September. 

The advantao-es of this fituation are evident, 
and the confequence of it obvious. Billia- 
patam fort Avhen finilhed, will effedlually 
command the river, which would prove 
highly ferviceable in conveying fiores and 
provifions as high as Illiacour, within 
twenty-two miles of the Poodecherrum 
pafs, where an army polled to advantage 
may defy the exertions of Tippoo’s force 
from the natural firength of the country. 
Von. I. Dd both 
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fcoth in the front and rear. Magazines could 
be eftabiifhed within fifty-two miles of the 
Nabob’s capital, fhould neceflity render hof- 
tile meafures again necefiary. The bar at the 
entrance of Belliapatam river being imprac- 
ficable during the fouth weft monfoon, and 
for fome time previous to its fetting in. 
During the blowing of the north wefters, 
the harbour of Cannanore, at the diftance 
of only four miles and a half, at all feafons 
would admit a fafe landing place, from 
whence a communication could be kept up 
with the fort of Belliapatam, and the ftrength 
of the ground between thefe places would 
encamp, and allow to be drawn out in order 
of battle, a brigade, able to oppofe any force 
that Tippoo would choofe to rifk in fuch a 
country : and that too in a fituation to prefervo 
the communication between the two forts, 
open and complete, with the rear of our army 
protedled by the lea, and at the fame time its 
flanks Itrongly covered. 

The ground tliat I have now deferibed is 
admirably calculated for defence: from the 
ridge of this elevated plain a gentle defeent 
forms the front of a line confiderably above 

a mile. 
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*d mile, and the flanks are fccured by deep 
valleys, over which on the riling ground 
guns could be mounted to great advantage. 

To be ready to adt at a moment’s warning 
with fo many advantages, and to be able at 
all times to attack the Nabob in his moll 
vulnerable part, mull appear to be a point of 
the greateft magnitude. The prefervation of 
his Malabar dominions is of high import- 
ance, from the circumllance of their opening 
■fo favourable a road to his upper country, 
and from having uniformly drawn off his 
armies from defolating the Carnatic. The 
detachments fent from Bombay on this fer- 
vice, have been in general badly equipped, 
without carriage of any kind for either ftores or 
provilions, principally owing to the expence, 
inconveniency, and delay of embarking bul- 
locks, and the utter impoffibility of con- 
veying either camels or elephants. A bri- 
gade well appointed would at all times over- 
awe the Nabob, and prove a conliderable 
ground-work to the eftablillrment of a llrong 
offenfive army. The troops of the Prelidency 
of Bombay have always been enterprixing 
and fuccefsful. In this and in former wars, 
Tippoo and his father have ever dreaded the 
D d 2 invalion 
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invafion of their weftern dominion, and the 
forts on the fea coaft have uniformly come 
into our polTeffion, by expeditions equipped 
from Bombay. The prefent Nabob felt 
more forcibly than Hyder Ally the confe- 
quenccs of our getting immediate footing 
in his country, from which there was no 
difpolfefiing us, without lofs of men and very 
conliderable delay: by thefe means his at- 
tention was taken off from more favourite 
purfuits, and where he was materially in- 
juring the intereft of our nation. Mangalore 
laft war drew the enemy from the Carnatic, 
and employed Tippoo and his whole army 
near ten months before it finally capitulated, 
and was a very confiderable inducement in 
forwarding the peace. 

The importance of the Coafi: of Malabar 
is very confiderable : its produce is various, 
and w'hich depend on the foil and climate of 
the different provinces. Sunda and Man- 
galore yield excellent rice in great abundance, 
and the fouthern provinces, cardamums, fan- 
dal-wood, caffia, coir, and cocoa-nuts ; from 
the fides of the mountains the fineft Teak in 
India is cut down and dragged by elephants 
to the banks of the great rivers, to be floated 

down 



( 405 ) 

down to the fea-coaft, particularly to Beypore 
in the neighbourhood of Calicut, where he 
had built fhips of confiderable burden. 

The Hindoos of the Malabar ccaft, feem 
to have attracted his greatefl enmity, Dur- 
ing the life-time of his father, and fince 
his own reign, not lefs than four hundred 
thoufand of thefe miferable people have been 
carried off by the mod; inhuman means. It 
would really appear that he wifhed to render 
fo fine a coimtry a frightful defart, and to 
become a barrier againff our approaches to 
his more elevated dominions. 

However difficult it may be to reconcile a 
meafure fo contrary to his intereft, it is a cer- 
tain fail, that he exceedingly injured the 
population, and confequently hurt manufac- 
tures and the advantages arifing from the pro- 
dudlions of a well-peopled country, which 
form the riches of a ftate. By fome it is 
afcribed to religious zeal for the general con- 
verfion of the Hindoos to the Mahomedan 
religion. 

There is one objeft the Nabob has never 
loft fight of j an objetft which he feems to 
have followed with enthufiaftic ardour, that 
of becoming a maratime power. Twice his 
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preparations have been deftroyed, and before 
laft war, veffels of different fizes from four 
guns to fixty-four were either burnt or fold 
for the benefit of the captors. His ports, 
though not the mod; convenient, would by 
his eflabli thing a marine oblige the nation 
to keep up a refpedtable naval force in India 
for the protedlion of our trade. 

To obviate the inconveniencies of defend- 
ing forts immediately on the fea-coafl, he has 
lately deftroyed every one of that defeription. 
Onore, Mangalore, and Callicut are erafed, 
and he has fubftituted others in their room 
more inland and lefs liable to our immediate 
affaults. On the high road leading to Bed- 
nore he has eredled a fort on an elevated 
htuation, with a walled town below : here he 
has magazines' filled with the commodities 
of his upper country and w'hich he tranfports 
on bullocks to the port of Corial-Bunder, 
where it is fhipped by the trading veffels of the 
Arabs and Moors, whofe connedlion he en- 
courages in preference to all Europeans. 

The river Beypore feemed to have been fixed 
on as his principal depot of naval ftores and 
materials for fhip-building. On the bar 
there is fufficient water to float veffels of great 
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burden, arid I have myftdf feen, (for I was fta- 
tioned there feveral weeks during the war) 
afhip on the flocks, pierced for 64 guns, for 
which there was fufflcient water to carry her 
out of the river. Teak from the mountains 
is eaflly conveyed, and his evident intentions 
was to fix on a fituation which he could cover 
with a flrong fortification, and become under 
his protedlion a flourilhing port, calculated 
for the exportation of his ftaples and the 
other commodities of his country *. 

The Nabob having formed the plan, com- 
menced to build a town agreeably to the 
European manner. Regular ftreets croffing 
each other at right angles befpoke neatnefs 
and uniformity. T’he Durbar or Govern- 
ment Houfe w'as above half finifhed, and 
when completed w'ould have formed a fc^uare 
of no inconfiderable extent. The Fort was 
eredled on a rifing ground, nearly three- 
fourths of a mile above the town, between 
it and the fea, and above a mile and a half 
from the entrance of the river. The new 
emporium he dignified with the name of 
Ferrockabad, or the “ Happy Place.” Co- 
lonel Hartley, with a detachment, after the 

* Beypore is now in our pofTcfiion. 

D4 


defeat 



( 4o8 ) 

defeat of Murtaub Cawn, eredled the Eng- 
lifh flag on the half-iinifhed walls of the 
fort, when it was transferred to the pofleffion 
of the Britifh troops. 

The fort is of his own conftriidlion, the 
moft extraordinary I ever faw. The circum- 
ference of the body of the place is about a 
mile, and entirely circular. Alternately 
placed at equal diftances are four fquare baf- 
tions and four towers, each intended to 
contain embrafures for fix guns, and with- 
out out-works of any kind. The mafonry 
excellent : freeftone and lime exceedingly 
thick and folid. A ditch was begun and a 
covered-way intended. Water was procured 
by wells perforated through the rock, and 
above one hundred feet in depth, with a 
regular flight of fteps cut almofl; to the 
bottom. 

Should thefe propofed alterations be adopt- 
ed, the Fort of Tellicherry would become al- 
together unneceffary. It is a place in its 
prefent fltuation neither capable of defence 
or improvement, but while we have nothing 
better, it is worthy of our attention. The 
lines raifed for its protection, ever, in their 
prefent contracted ftate, are too extenfive to 

be 
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be well defended by a fmall body of 'men, 
and nature has done as little for its fituation, 
as any place that I have yet feen. For many 
years it has been a burthen to the Company, 
and at all times expofed to the infult and at- 
tack of the Nabob, where our troops have been 
often cooped up, and had it not been for their 
fpirit and gallantry, muft have fallen a prey 
to his fuperior numbers, and left us without 
a place of arms on the Coaft of Malabar. It 
has been the uncealing aim of the Nabob to 
drive us from the vicinity of his country, by 
difpoffeffing us of the Carnatic, when Tra- 
vancore and Tellicherry would become an 
eafy prey, and his dominions extend from fea 
to fea. 

The mode of warfare adopted by all the 
eaftera powers, when oppofed to an enemy 
of refped:ability and force, more efpecially a 
European one, is in the firft place moft de- 
terminedly to avoid a general adlion, and 
never to fight but where fuperiority and ad- 
vantage is eminently confpicuous : for this 
reafon it is that they feek every opportunity 
of attacking and cutting off detachments 
from the army, and reducing our numbers 
by every artifice, affifted by the beft intelli- 
gence 
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gcncc that money can procure. In their 
own country, as our troops approach, they 
burn and deftroy not only every village, but 
every blade of grafs, in order to deprive us 
of provifions or forage, and oblige us either 
to detach and weaken our ftrength, or fail 
back towards our magazines. Should the 
war be carried into our country, plunder and 
devaftation is every where prevalent, from 
their numerous Looties and Pindarics, while 
their main army watch every bccafion of 
falling in with our efcorts or foragers. 
It is rare they undertake a regular fiege, 
which would infallibly lead to a deci- 
live engagement. What they cannot attain 
by force of arms they think to accompli fli 
by ffratagem and art, whether by depriving 
the army of its provifions or flores, or by 
lengthening the war reduce our refources, or 
incite defertion among our troops. To thefe 
artifices Tippoo has a ftrong propenfity, 
but his fuperior judgment has given him 
other advantages. Forefeeing the confe- 
quences and ardent temper of the Englifh, 
knowing the incapacity of European troops 
to march in the fultry climate of India, and 
computing on the certain diminution of 
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our force, he indulges our wifhes, with 
the daily hopes of rilking an adion, but 
which he uniformly prevents, by out-march- 
ing us in every inftance. Tippoo on this 
occafion has declared, that he would amufe 
the Englifh army till their feet became 
Iwoln as large as thofe of an elephant, 
before he would engage them. To render 
himfelf fuperior to the native powers in In- 
dia, Tippoo has introduced regularity and 
fyftem amongft his troops, and his artillery 
is better ferved than any other. His know- 
ledge of tadtics is confined, and in evolutions- 
he is exceedingly ignorant. His advantages, 
it mull; be allowed, enfure him more certain 
means ofconqueft than any of his neighbours, 
and in rifeing detachments againft him, where 
he commands in perfon we cannot be two care- 
ful. To evince the truth of thefc aflertions, 
and to give fome idea of his military talents 
and exertions, as well as thofe of his generals, 
I need only refer to the more remarkable 
occurrences of the war. Thefc recitals will 
convey a clear idea of the mode of warfare 
in India, and evince what I have already af- 
ferted, that Tippoo ’s troops fight gallantly 
when headed by himfelf, but that his detach- 
ments 
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merits arc never to be depended on for either 
courage or fidelity. 

I have been lomewhat particular in de- 
feribing the force and difpofition of Tippoo, 
together with the fituation of the coafi: of Ma- 
labar, in a military point of view : becaufe I 
forefee in the event of another Indian war the 
llrongeft oppofition from the quarter of My- 
fore. Tippoo is to Great Britain what 
Hannibal avas to the Romans, and it is 
abfurd to entertain an idea, that the inte- 
refts of Tippoo can be rendered compatible 
with the profperity of our empire in the 
Eafi:. We mufl: regard Tippoo as a great 
military character, inveterate and cunning, 
and ready to take part with our enemies 
whenever occafion may olfer, with probabi- 
lity of fuccefs. His intrigues with the 
northern powers of India, and his plans and 
connexions with the Turkifh Divan and 
the French Republic, declare in the moil 
unequivocal manner, his fentiments in regard 
to us. It is fortunate for the Britifh empire, 
that the fyftem of French Republicanifm, 
relying too much on the neutrality of the 
Porte, has in the recent invafion of Egypt, 
unhinged that fort of connexion, which, 

had 
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had it exifted in full force, might eventually 
have proved dangerous to our commerce with 
the Eaft. The connedtion to which I allude, 
is that which might have been formed between 
the northern powers of India, Tippoo, the 
Turkifh Empire, and the French Republic. 
Should we turn to the views of France in the 
early period of the revolution, we fhall find 
it extremely jealous of our friendfliip with 
the Turks, and that they were determined to 
engrofs not only the whole trade of the 
Levant, but alfo in courfe of time, the Indian 
commerce by that medium, and the fu- 
preme command in the Mediterranean. 
At the moment when the Diredtors of the 
government of France deemed it inexpedient 
to attempt the power of the Englilh in In- 
dia, it was only becaufe they did not wifh 
to have a rupture with this country, and that 
time alone would work our deftrudfion in 
the Eaft. Condorcet, who was at this period 
a man of great weight and confideration in 
France, and Vice-prefident of the National 
Convention, publilhed fentiments which fully 
tend to confirm what I have now advanced, 
and which throws a ftrong light on the 
-views and defigns of France ; “ England,’* 

faid 



faid he, “ no doubt has an intereft in depriV- 
“ ing us of the friendfhip of the Turks, that 
“ fhe may be thereby enabled to exclude us 
“ from the Levant trade, which we at pre- 
“ fent carry on: but let her fpin out her 
“ intrigues, the moment of our power is 
" approaching, and then the miniller who 
“ now hates and alFedts to defpife us, will 
“ court our alliance j and the ftate which 
“ dilates Machiavelian policy to enrich it- 
“ felf, may be caught in its own fnares. A 
“ nation that forces its refources is nearer to, 
“ its fall than it may imagine : the neceffity 
“ of our having a fleet in the Mediter,* 
“ ranean, is founded on this principle, that 
“ fhe ought once for all to break the league 
“ of the petty Princes of the South, and 
“ convince them of this plain and Ample 
“ truth, that we fear them not: we will af- 
“ terwards think of the means of getting 
“ rid of the powers of the king of Sardinia, 
“ and favouring the difmemberment of the 
‘‘ ifland, from which he derives his royal 
“ title. The expedition may be entrufted 
“ to Paoli with three frigates and 300O 
“ Corficans j the Sardinians are iflanders, 
“ and confequently formed for liberty : for 
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“ in all times paft, thofe who inhabited 
“ iflands and mountains have detefted the 
“ yoke of defpotifm. The conqueft of Sar- 
“ dinia will be an additional ftep toward 
univerfal republicanifm : then wc may 
“ think of our Levant trade, fo ufeful to 
‘ ‘ our fouthern departments : commerce is 
“ the offspring of induflry, as induftry is of 
“ liberty j let us but be free, and flrcngth, 
“ wealth, and every other good will necef- 
“ firily follow. The Turks will ftand in 
“ need of us, they will give us whatever 
“ we afk, and we fhall find in the Levant 
“ tmde ample compenfation for all our Ioffes 
“ in America : but ,to effedl this, we mufl 
“ rule the Mediterranean; it is our fca, wc 
“ mufl be fuperior there to the Ruffian 
“ fleet, and wake the Emprefs from the 
“ dream in which fhe fondly thinks ffie 
“ can become miftrefs of Corfica, and pour 
“ her Ruffians into Provence. We mufl: 
“ awe the confederated Bourbons of the 
“ South, and be beforehand with their in- 
“ tended armament for next fpring : we 
“ mufl make Spain tremble : let ten French 
“ fhips of war be fent to carry the three- 
“ coloured cockade, and the declaration of 

“ the 
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“ the Rights of Man into Catalonia. 'We 
“ muft let the Bourbon of Spain know, that 
“ if he ventures to take in dudgeort what we 
“ have done, we will recover from him Na-^ 
“ varre, which of right belongs to him, and 
“ then declare it free. We muft be before- 
“ hand with the other crowned Bourbon, 
the King of the two Sicilies, and aifo the 
great Mafter of Malta, who are confede- 
“ rating againft us. What is wanting to 
“ accomplifli all this : ten ftiips of the line 
“ and fome battalions of our great national 
army. We have all Europe againft us; 
“ then be it fo, it is a glorious fight, and 
“ equally worthy of us who bear a part in 
“ it, of hiftory that will record it, and of 
“ profperity that will read of it. Holland, 
“ it was further obferved, w'ould be hurried 
“ into the republican vortex, perhaps Eng* 
“ land will alfo. But indemnify England 
for the lofs of her influence over HoL 
“ land, and the Englifli commerce for open- 
“ ing the Scheldt. We muft propofc to the 
“ Englifli government and merchants to de- 
“ liver the Spanifli colonies from the unjuft 
‘ ‘ and heavy yoke impofed on them by the 
“ mother country. This operation fo eafy 

“ wall 
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will open an inexhauflible foiirce of riches. 
“ Three fquadrons are fufficient for this 
“ operation, one in the Straits of Gibraltar, 
“ one in the Gulf of Mexico, another on the 
“ coarts of Chili and Leon, and a few fri- 
“ gates at Manilla. Thefe fquadrons mull 
“ be half French half Englifli, that we may 
“ not infpirc England with any jealoufy. 
" Let us never think of molefting the 
“ Englifh in India; let us only have reft- 
“ ing places there: this will be enough. 
“ The power of the Englifti there be- 
“ comes Coloftal; it will deftroy itfelf by 
“ its own bulk. This event may be, per- 
“ haps, much nearer than one thinks. The 
Indians, by becoming more warlike every 
“ day, will caufe great diforders in Old 
“ England. 

In my opinion,” fays Gondorcet, “ the 
“ true theory of colonies is, that they fliould 
“ £:overn themfelves ; that they fhould be in- 
“ dependent; and that the mother countries 
‘ ‘ fiiould carry on a free trade ; and it is acknow'- 
“ ledged that commerce is never more ftou- 
“ rifhing than when it enjoys perfedt liber- 
“ ty : witnefs the lofs of America to Eng- 
“ land: its commerce has been more and 
VoL. 1. E e 
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“ more extended, and America itfelf has in- 
“ creafed in riclics, population, and con- , 

fumption. Suffer a free communica- 
“ tion : this in a few words is the theory of 
“ commerce.” 

At the when fuch vaft defigns 

were formins: in the chimerical minds of the 
French, it may not be unacceptable to take 
a re\'iew of the hate of their navy at that ^ 

time, as the means by which they intended 
to effect their purpofes. The Mediterranean 
fleet confifted of five fhips, feven frigates, 
feven corvettes, and four packets. The Mi- ^ 

niffer of the Marine had reinforced it with 
ten fhips fitted out at Brell, L’Orient, and 
Rochefort. The whole of their marine force 
confilted of 102 veffels : viz. twenty-one 
frdps of the line, fifty frigates, eighteen cor- 
vettes, twenty-four armed packets, two 
floops, and ten flutes; independent of thefe, 
the republic had in its port, fifty-three fhips 
ready built, thirty-four of which were fit for 
being inflantly equipped, and nineteen in 
fuch a flare as to be hifceptible of repairs. 

Of feven ihip; building, three of whom 
were ready to he launched, the republic had 
in its ports forty-one frigates ready built, 

twenty- 
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twenty-four of w^hich were ready to be fitted 
out, and the other feventeen capable of being 
repaired, and fix frigates upon the fiocks. 

Such was the feeble fiate of the French 
navy in the year 1792 : and we may now 
confole ourfelves, that our late brilliant naval 
victories, have reduced it to a fituation fo 
crippled, that it is no longer to be appre- 
hended, or indeed to be regarded in the fcalc 
of maritime Europe. Their views in the Me- 
diterranean are ruined, and their ideal fchemes 
of engrolling the Indian commerce at an end. 
Their intentions of pofleffing themfclves of 
the mouths of the Nile, the Borders of the 
Red Sea, the Banks of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, and the Perfian Gulf, in dired: oppo- 
fition to the interefi: of the Turks and Arabs, 
was a fpeculation fit only for the warm ima- 
ginations of the French, and worthy only of 
their vapouring rhodomontadc. If it was their 
intention to revolutionize Egypt, Syria, and 
Arabia, by means of the fixed inhabitants of 
thefe countries, it fhows how little they were 
acquainted with their real fituation. Had they 
confulted the elegant writers of their ovrn na- 
tion, Savary and Volney, on this fubject, they 
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would have difcovcred the wretched and hu-^ 
miliating ftate of the people they intended to 
organize : they furely could not fuppofe that 
the roving Arabs, whofe charadleriftic is free- 
dom, would fubmit to the unjuft proceedings 
of a French military democratic power : 
a nionfter hideous in itfelf and deftrudlive to 
thofe who have experienced its mitchievous 
and baneful dominion. 

It never has been doubted that human na- 
ture, in a flate of degradation is utterly inca- 
pable of liberty, or of receiving thofe im- 
prefiions which tend to promote it. The 
mind of man mufl be humanifed, and taught 
to feel and to underfland that reciprocal juf- 
tice is true liberty. To efFedt a radical change 
in the wicked and debafed charadler of a na- 
tion, funk in every vice, and entirely given 
up to every fort of infamy, is a progreffivc 
work of much labour ; and requiring in the 
firfi: place, not onlv the example of public 
virtue, but the moft llrict attention to private 
morals. Whether the Egyptians, who are in 
this wretched fituation, can derive from the 
manner, habits, and proceedings of the 
French, thofe noble and juft fentiments ne- 
ceffary to promote and accelerate a reform, 
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is a queftion eafily to be folved. Soldiers 
and men of defperate fortune are not the beffc 
patterns of juftice and excellence, even were 
the Egyptians in a date ready to receive the 
impreiiion. 

That the French Directory have mifcalcu- 

j 

lated in their expedition to Egypt, inulf ap- 
pear evident to every one. It their intention 
was colonifation, who were to colonife ? Not 
the foldiers, from whom habits of indulbry 
could not be expedted : it mull: have been 
by emigration from France, a country al- 
ready much depopulated and neglected. To 
have accomplitiied this, the power of the 
French muft hjive been predominant in the 
Mediterranean ; and they muft alfo have had 
the command in the Red Sea and of Upper 
Egypt. Alexander the Great, before he at- 
tacked the city of Tyre, meditated an expe- 
dition to Egypt j but the want of naval I’u- 
periority in the Mediterranean was his rea- 
fon for then declining it. By the reduction 
of Tyre and Phenicia, Alexander calculated 
on the capture of their numerous navy, and 
at that time in the hands oi tlie Pertians : 


* Ariian, Vol. I. p. 108. 
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this circumftance ought to have been remem-, 
bered by the French Diredlory. We will, 
however, fuppofe for a moment, that the 
French had eftabliflied themfelves in Egypt, 
and that • they threatened the deftrudlion of 
Englilh commerce with India : in this fitu- 
ation remedies might hill be applied to ren- 
der all thefe fchemes fruitlefs and abortive. 
The Nile, which fertilifes the country through 
which it runs, flows by a long and ftraight 
courfe through the kingdoms of Abyflinia 
and Nubia, before it defeends into the lower 
country, where it forms by its many mouths 
the Delta of Egypt. The mutual intercourfe 
of thefe countries is very great, by means of 
the navigation of the Nile; and lower Egypt, 
notwithftanding its own prolific and abun- 
dant foil, flands greatly in want of many 
fupplies from thofe countries which the Nile 
waters in its courfe. The fituation of the 
coaflof hlahrbar and its vicinity to the Straits 
of Babel Mandel, together with our naval 
force in thofe feas, would command entire 
poflefliou of the Red Sea, and enable the 
Eaft-India Company to detach from their - 
fettlements on that coaft, an army of native 
troops to occupy the Banks of the Nile, and 

entirely 



( 42.3 ) 

entirely to cut off the communication be- 
tween Upper and Lower Egypt. Thefe 
troops might be landed at Coher, from 
whence they could be marched to Ghennah, 
on the Nile. The Arabs would fully keep 
awake the attention of the French on the 
fide of Syria and towards the Delta, and the 
Mediterranean Sea. Another circumflance of 
no inconiiderable import ought to be attended 
to. Thofe Arabs tvho inhabit the lltores of 
the Red Sea, cannot fail to regard the inva- 
fion of the French with a jealous eye, and 
would, no doubt, cheerfully exert themfelves 
to drive out the invaders. The native troops 
of India being of the fame religion w'ith the 
Arabs, at leal! many of them being fo, it Is 
to be fuppofed that from a kmilarity of 
manners and cufloms they would readily 
affimilate, and adl together on the fame prin- 
ciples of oppofition towards the French. 
The French at all events, having a powerful 
body of Arabs in their front, and a confider- 
able force ready to fall down the Nile on their 
rear, would be reduced to the greateft extre- 
mities, and ultimately forced to furrender 
at diferetion. It may however be reafonably 
expected that this event has already taken 
E e 4 place. 
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place. But fhould any apprehenfion of the 
fuccefs and power of the French create feri- 
ous alarm in the minds of Government and 
the Ealt-India Company, fo as to juftify a 
meafure, dictated by political expediency, 
and which neceffity only can approve ; there 
is no doubt that the plan of the Great Albu- 
querque could be carried into execution, and 
the current of the Nile be diverted into the 
Red Sea ; Egypt would become an uninha- 
bitable Defart, and the prefent people would 
be obliged to retire into Syria, there to culti- 
vate, what are highly capable of improve- 
ment, its extenfive uninhabited plains. And 
it may be a confolaion, that the degenerated 
Egyptians, under the influence of a different 
climate, might poflibly become more ufeful, 
and, as members of fociety, better deferving 
encouragement and protehlion. 

If the views of the French in regard to 
Egypt have been deceitful and fallacious, 
thofe in regard to the Euphrates, Tygris, 
and the Gulf of Perlia are no lefs fo. The 
defigns of Buonaparte on Bombay* and Surat 
from this quarter, do not deferve to be fe- 
rioufly examined. The defigns of Tippoo, I 
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believe, arc more mature than what the 
French have on this fubjecl, publicly de- 
clared : and I fhall in this place explain on 
what data my opinion is formed. 

It would be a laborious talk to trace the 
different irruptions into the plains of Hin- 
doftan by the firfl Mahomedan Conquerors. 
It is fufficient to ohferve, that on the divifion 
of the empire of Alexander, there arofe in 
the countries fituated between Parthia and the 
Indus, and lying to the South of the river 
lihon or Oxus, a very confiderable kingdom, 
known by the name of Badlria. This king- 
dom, after many viciffitudes, came under the 
extenfive dominion of the Caliphs j but to- 
wards the clofe of the ^th century, the period 
when the empire of the Caliphs fell into 
decline, this country as well as Bucharia, 
was feized on by one of the Governors under 
the Caliphat. As the hiftory of the coun- 
tries between the Cafpian Sea and Eaftern 
Tartary, has been a continued feriesof revolt, 
fo in the year g6o, Abiftagi, the Governor 
of Korafan, withdrew his allegiance from 
the King of Bucharia, and founded the empire 
of Ghizna, comprehending nearly the fame 
countries as the ancient Badtria. This 

ufurper 



( 426 ) 

ufurper eftabliflied his capital at Ghizna, a 
town fituated on the river Cow Mull, at no 
great diftance, weftward from the Indus, 
Subuilagi fucceeded Abellagi, who made 
fomc predatory incurfions into the Panjab ; 
but the glory, if any, of being the firft Ma- 
homedan Conqueror ©f India devolved on his 
fbn Mahmood Sultan, a Prince of great 
enterprize and military fpirit. At this pe- 
riod the empire of Hindoflan had not been 
contaminated by foreign invafion. The in- 
habitants fpoke the language of their an- 
cefrors which is now difufed, and only known 
to the Pundits, or learned Bramins, and they 
enjoyed the free exercife of the Hindoo re- 
ligion undidurbed. 

Mahmood Sultan, having added Bucharia 
to his kingdom, refolved to crofs the Indus, 
and to turn his arms towards Hindoftan. Ac- 
cordingly in the year looo, he fet out on this 
expedition. The Rajapoots, who then in- 
habited the didricls of Moultan and Lahore, 
cp pofed him for eight years , with great bravery , 
and with various fuccefs. Notwithftanding 
the combination of the Hindoo Princes, this 
fuccefsful and determined invader, after re- 
peated expeditions, in the year loii, made 
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himfelf mafter of Delhi. It does not appear 
that this conquefl gave him unlimited empire 
in the Eaft : for the Rajapoots of Agemirc 
he found it impoffible to fubdue. From the 
effect of a religion newly acquired, the rage 
of Mahmood was particularly diredled againfl 
the temples of the Hindoos and other places 
of facred inftitution. But he found means to 
eftablifh his authority. over the Panjab*, and 
he fubdued and nominally retained all the 
country from the Ganges to Guzarat, inclu-^ 
five, leaving the Decan and the Peninfula of 
India to future conquerors. This is the fhort 
hiftory of the firft permanent eflablifliments 
in Hindoftan, enforced by the Mahomedan 
Tartars, and who by degrees fixed their capi- 
tal at Lahore. Thefe fuccelTes were followed 
up by Mahomed the Second, of Ghorean ex- 
tradlion, and by the different Dynafties of 
Patans, or Afghans and Momils. 

It will be here obferved, that Hyder Ally, 
the founder of the Myfforean Empire, and 
the father of Tippoo Sultan, took for his model 
the famous Mahmood : and became to the 

* The Panjab is that trafl; of country watered by the 
five great rivers to the eaftward of the Indus, and which 
fall into that river. 
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Hindoos of the Pcninfula what that Prince had 
been to the inhabitants of Hindoftan The r 

fon no Jefs cruel, trod in the footfteps of his 
father, and looked forward to eftabliili a new 
Dynafty of Mahomedan Emperors over all 
the fouthern provinces of India. Like the 
nr ft barbarous hordes that invaded Hindoftan, 
the rage ot Hyder and Tippoo was fatal to 
all, not of the Mahomedan religion, and to 
tlie Pagodas ol the Hindoos. Tippoo endea- 
vours to trace his defeent from the favage 
conquerors who preceded liim, and w'ould 
no doubt, glory in the commiffion of the 
ftme crimes, and exert the fame means to 
accomplifh his views. We cannot in this 
place help betraying a fmilc, when we confi- 
der the vanity of Tippoo, and his anxiety 
about pedigree, and compare it with fome 

* The term Hindoftan is improperly applied to all the 
country which lies between the rivers Ganges and Indus, 
to the Eaft and Weft ; the mountains of Thibet to the 
North, and the Sea to the South, which includes the 
whole Pcninfula ot India. In fad, Hindoftan proper 
is interfecied by the line of 21 or S2 north latitude, 
and entdiding northward to the mountains above men- 
tioned. The country lying immediately to the South is 
called the Deccan, while the ftill more fouthern pro- 
vinces are diftinguithed by the names of the Coafts of 
iilalabar, and Coromandel ; the Concan, Circars, &c. 

r 
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of our European countrymen, who like him, 
are perhaps, as much at a lofs to account 
for their riches, titles, and honours. It is 
not the pdlman qui meruit of Lord Nelfon, 
which falls to the fhare of all who are en- 
riched and ennobled, 

Tippoo’s objedt being to elfablifli, as we 
have already obferved, the Mahomedan con- 
quers over India, regards the affiftance of 
the fuccelTor to the throne of Mahmood 
Sultan, Emperor of Ghizna, as effential to 
his fuccefs. 

Since the time of Mahmood this empire 
has undergone feveral changes and vicitli- 
tudes. The line of the Ghiznian Emperors 
continued in the poffeffion of this vaft king- 
dom till the year 1158, when the irruptions 
ol the Gaurides from a territory beyond the 
mountains of Ghurgiftan, feized on the 
weftern part of the empire, and became an 
independent Hate under Mahomed the Second, 
called Mahomed Gori, from the name of his 
former coimtry. Cufroe the Ghiznian, 
being thus driven from the greateft part of 
his dominions, neverthelefs retained that part 
which was contiguous to the Indus, and 
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Lahore becaiiic his capital : but this was only 
for a while, for the fucceffors of Cufroe 
were difpOiTeffed of the portion which re- 
mained to them by the fame Mahomed, who 
carried his arms to Benares, the feat of 
Hindoo elegance and literature. The Maho- 
medans of the Patan or Afghan Dynafty pur- 
fued their conquefs with fuccefs till the 
reign of the great Aurengzebe or Allumgire, 
when the empire of the Moguls arrived at 
the zenith of its glory. During all this time, 
the w'eftern part of this vaft extent of terri- 
tory was under the management of Gover- 
nors, appointed by the Court of Delhi: and 
amongil other countries, thofe comprehend- 
ing the original Ghiznian empire. 

Early in the prefent century the kingdorn 
of Perfa was governed by a Monarch, who 
was not inferior either in I'anguinary adts, or 
in rapine and depredation to thofe w^e have 
already mentioned : this was Thamas Kouli 
Cawn, To exemplify his condudt and pur- 
fuits it need only be mentioned, that ioo,000 
people were maffacred, and a plunder col- 
ledled and carried into Perfa, amountino’ to 
no lels a fum than fixty-two millions of our 
money. Bef ues this, he added to his empire 

all 
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all that part appertaining to Hindofton, lying 
to the weftward of the Indus. 

On the death of Thamas, better known by 
the name of Nadir Shah, his empire, like 
that of Alexander, w'as torn in pieces. Ab- 
dallah, who had been one of his generals, and 
who, it is aflerted, w'as a native Prince of 
the Afghan race, defpoiled of his country 
by the Perfian, emperor, and obliged by him 
to follow his fortunes, laid hold of the eaft- 
ern part of Perfia, and laid the foundation of 
the kingdom of Candahar *. This kingdom 
is nearly the fame with that of ancient 
Ghizna, comprehending Candahar, Cabul, 
Cathmere, and Khorafan, and having the 
whole country on the weftern banks of the 
Indies, from the city of Attock to the Gulf 
of Cutch, fubjedc to his tribute and control, 
and of which Major Rennell gives the fol- 
lowing account. 

Timur Shaw, (the fucceffor of Ahmud 
Abdalla, late King of Candahar, Korafan, 
&c. who died about the year 17731} poffeffes 
in Hindoflan nothing more than the coun- 
try of Cafhmere, and fome inconiiderable 
diftridts contiguous to the eaftern bank of 
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the Indies, above the city of Attock. On 
the death of Nadir he fuddenly appeared 
among his former fubjedls, and in a fhort 
time erected tor himfelf a contiderable king- 
dom in the eaftern part of Perlia ; adding to 
it, moft of the Indian provinces ceded by the 
Mogul to Nadir Shaw. It has been afferted 
that Abdalla had arifen to a high command 
in the Pertian army ; and that his depart- 
ments of courfe occafioning a large fum of 
money to center with him ; he, on the death 
of Nadir Shaw, availed himfelf of the ufe of 
rhefe treafures, to carry off a part of the 
army. He eftablithed his capital at Cabul, 
near the hither foot of the Indian Caucafus ; 
and it appeared by the accounts of Mr. For- 
mer, who traverfed the country of Timirr 
Shaw in 1783, that his fubjecls live under 
an eafy government, that is, for an Afiatie 
one. The revenues and military force of 
Candahar have not come to my knowledge. 
The military ehablifliment has been given at 
200,000 men. I know Abdalla had regu- 
lar infantry, cloathed like the Britifh Sea- 
poys, and at one time made ufe of the Bri- 
tifh manufadurcs for that purpofe. This 

trade. 
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trade went by Sindy and up the Indus, and 
by its branches to Cabul. The trade has 
long been at an end. 

This country is now governed by Zemaun 
Shaw. With this prince, Tippoo has courted 
an alliance, as I have before mentioned, with 
a view to eftabliih an empire of univerfal 
Mahomedanifm over India. In this con- 
cuffion the Britifli power would be the firft 
attacked. Our empire in that quarter may 
therefore be confidered as the great barrier 
between the Hindoos and the Mahomedan 
princes of India : for the downfal of the 
Britifh government in that country would, no 
doubt, be very foon followed by the expullion 
of the Aboriginal Hindoos, or at leaftby the 
complete overthrow of their empire in the Eaft. 

By attention to the map of India and the 
pofition of the Seicks, we fhall find in that 
nation an infuperable bar to the march of 
Zemaun Shaw to the frontiers of Oude and 
the provinces of Bengal. The whole of the 
country of the Seicks is interfedled by five 
large rivers', to the eaft ward of the Indus, 
and inhabited by a warlike and powerful 
race. Thefe people were firft noticed in the 
reign of Shah Ichan, who began his reign in 
Vql. I. F f the 
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the year 1628, about which time they, be- 
came fettlers along the moujotains, which 
form the boundary of Hindoftan to the 
north. They differ confiderably frota the 
Hindoos, being tolerant, and admitting pro- 
felytes amongfl them, although they hold 
Mahomedifm in great deteftation. The 
Seicks became formidable in the reign of 
Bahadar Shaw, about the year 1707, and 
obliged that monarch to oppofe them: in per- 
fon with a coafiderable army : but in the year 
1616 they were fo powerful that the Grand 
Army of the Mogul empire was under the ne- 
ceffity of marching againft them. 

‘ ‘ The Seicks * may be reckoned the moft 
‘ ‘ weflern nation of Hindoftan ; for the King 
of Candahar poflefles but an inconfiderable 
extent of territory, on the eaft of the Indus ; 
“ butfince the complete downfalof the Mo- 
“ gul empire, they have acquired very exten- 
“ live domains ; but their power ought not to 
' ‘ be eftimated in the exact proportion to the 
extent of their polfeflions, fince they do not 
‘‘ form one entire ftatc; but a number of fmall 
“ acres, independent of each other in their in- 


''■'iJe Major Rennell, page cxxi. 
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ternai government, and only conned;edby a 
“ federal union. They have extended their 
territories on the fouth-eaft, tliat is, into the 
“ province of Delhi, veryrapidly of late years ; 
“ and perhaps the Zemindars of that country 
“ may have found it inconvenient to place 
“ themfeives under the protecflion of the 
“ Seicks, in order to avoid the more oppref- 
“ five government of their former mailers . 
“ Certain it is, that the eaftern boundary of the 
“ Seicks’ dominions has been advanced to the 
“ banks of the Jumnah river, above Delhi ; 
“ and to the neighbourhood of that city, for 
“ the adjoining territory of Sehaurumpour is 
“ fubjedl to their depredations, if not adtually 
“ tributary to them, and that they make ex- 
“ curfions to the very fide of the Ganges, On 
** the fouth, they are bounded by the northern 
“ extreme of the fandy Defart x)f Regillan; 
“ and on the fouth-wefl their boundary meets 
“ that of Sindy or Tatta, at the city of Beh- 
“ ker, or Bhaker, on the Indus. On the well, 
“ the Indus is their general boundary, as high 
‘ ‘ up as the city of Attock, near to which be- 
‘ ‘ gin the territories of the King of Candahar, 
and their northern boundary is the chain of 
mountains that lies towards Thibet and 
F f 2 “ Cafh- 
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“ Callimere. This being the cafe, they will be 
“ found topoffefs the whole Soubah or Pro- 
“ vince of Lahore, the principal part of Moul- 
“ tain, and the weftern part of Delhi, the 
“ dimenfions of which tra(5ls are above 400 
“ Britilh miles from N. W. to S. E. and from 
“ 1^0 to 200 broad in general; although in 
“ the part between Attock and Behkar (that 
“ is, along the Indus) the extent cannot be 
“ lefs than 320. Their capital city is Lahore. 
“ We know but little concerning the date of 
“ their government and politics ; but the 
former is reprefented as being mild. In their 
“ mode of making war, they are unquedion- 
“ ably favage and cruel. Their army confids 
“ almod entirely of horfe, of which they aic 
“ faid to be able to bring at lead iO0,OO0into 
“ the field. It is fortunate that the Oudedo- 
minions have the Ganges fora barrier be- 
tween them and this army -of plunderers. 
' ‘ Abdalla wasaccudomed to pafs through the 
“ country of the Sheicks during his vifits to 
“ Delhi as late as the years 1760 and 1761, 
“ and indeed meditated the conqued of it; but 
“ it is probable that with the prefent drength 
“ of the Seicks, no King of Candahar will 
attempt either the one or the other. It was 
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“ lately reported, that the Seicks were in 
“ amity with Timur Shah of Candahar, and 
“ meant to allow his army a paffage through 
“ their territories. This, however, appears 
‘ ‘ highly improbable : the progrefs of an In- 
“ dianarmy, effedling nearly an equal degree 
“ of defolation, whether it enters a country 
“ on terms of hoftiiity or of amity.” 

From the illuffration which I have given, 
the reader will eafily difcover the nature of 
the connection and of that alliance which I 
have before remarked. A plan w'hich might 
have been rendered more deftruCtive than the 
mad ambitious fchemes of the French Di- 
rectory. I truft that I may be excufed in 
remarking, that to oppofe the northern hordes 
of Mahomedan Tartars, the good-will and 
opinion of the Seicks and theRajah-Poots 
of Agemire, ought, by the Eaft India Com- 
pany, to be particularly conciliated. It is, 
however, a fortunate circumftance, as already 
obferved, that the river Granges affords fo 
ftrong a barrier againft the inroads of the Bar- 
barians, and an excellent line of defence to 
cover and proteCl our poffeflions in Hindoftan. 

Notwithftanding that I endeavour to avoid 
all fpeciilative reafoning, I cannot help 

F f 3 obferving 
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obferving, that the plans of the French dif- 
fer very widely from my ideas, regarding the 
objedt they have in view. If it be the over- 
throw of our power in India, they have ap- 
proached us where we are leaft vulnerable, 
and the means which they have taken to 
accomplilh our ruin, muft terminate in their 
own deftrudlion and difgrace. 

The executive power of this country, by 
continuing the war, will, undoubtedly, have 
the foie merit of being the caule of that fa- 
vourable turn in public affairs, \vhich now' 
begins to brighten in the horizon of politics. 
For it may be hoped that the French Repub- 
lic has already outfived its glory. Neither 
the terror of her arms, or the allurements 
which file held out are fo predominant in 
Europe as in the early flages of her ambitious 
career. Time, which difcloi'es the fecret 
fentiments of men, and is the touchflone of 
events, has developed the true fyftem of the 
French : and we have only to turn to Con- 
dorcet, whofe principles and plans they have 
adopted, to prove, that the whole tenor of 
tlieir proceedings tended to their own aggran- 
dizement and univerfal Republic anifm. ' 

The 
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The procraftination of the Commiflioners 
at Raftadt, which has prevented the Ger- 
manic body from acceding to an injurious 
peace, and the alliance formed between the 
Emperor of Germany and that of Ruffia, in 
which the Porte is inclinable to acquiefee, 
bids fair by a renewal of hoflilities to com-* 
pel the Republic to meafures of moderation 
and juftice. The allied powers moft pro- 
bably, by the influence of Ruflia, will draw 
Sweden and Denmark into the combination : 
and there can be no doubt, but that the Kings 
of Sardinia and Naples, together with the 
Swifs Cantons, will readily give their fup- 
port. 

In Holland there are many of the Stadt- 
holder’s friends, who anxioufly wai: the op- 
portunity of commencing a revolution in his 
favour. The King of Pruflia will not re- 
main an idle fpetflator. His aftlons will be 
guided by particular views ; but there is little 
reafon to apprehend that he will efpoufe the 
caufe of the French in the face of all Europe. 
The Spaniards have been long inadlive, and 
will be ftill lefs inclined to exertion as the 
French Diredlory leflens in their eftimation, 
F f 4 and 
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and thai they have lefs to dread from their 
refentment. The fentiments of Portugal are 
well known. 

In Belgium an infurredtion has taken 
place, with coniiderable vigour, and perhaps 
with effedl : at all events, it will diredl the 
attention of the French to this quarter, and 
oblige them to detach from their armies on 
the Rhine. The Arch Duke it is underftood 
has proceeded thither, to re-affume the com- 
mand of the Auflrian forces, and the Ruffian 
troops now on their march through Germany 
may be expedled early in the Spring to form 
a jundtion with thole of the Germanic body. 

Great Britain, I have already obferved, will 
richly deferve an indemnification for the blood 
and treafure ffie has expended in the war. 
The ceffion of Ceylon and the Cape of Good 
Hope : the Spice Iflands, and a Port or Ports 
in the Mediterranean *, will add to our fc- 
curity and enable the executive power to 
tranfmit to pofierity a growing empire, full 
of refources, and capable of attaining the 
higheft degree of gradual improvement. 

I have pointed out the fituation of public 
affiiirs in India during my ftay in that country. 
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An indifpenfible duty required my return to 
Great Britain, at all events by the laft Ihip of 
the feafon, or by the over-land route : but 
practical experience of the difficulties and 
delays which impede the conveyance of intel- 
ligence by the way of Buflbra, led me to con- 
fider whether a more eligible route might not 
be adopted for the intercourfe between Great 
Britain and India. 

I refolved on preferring the route by Suez 
to a fea conveyance. With every exertion on 
my part to expedite the journey, it will be 
obferved, that by the way of Buflbra, fuch 
were the unavoidable procraflinations I had 
to encounter, that it required fix months to 
complete it. I have annexed a note *, to 
fliew the nature of thefe delays. While my 
thoughts were occupied on this fubjebl, I had 
the good fortune to meet with Colonel Cap- 
per’s very able and interefting narrative of 
his journies to and from India, both bv 
Buflfora and Suez, and the fatisfablion to 
find the opinion of a gentleman, fo well qua- 
lified to decide upon the fubjedl, perfebtly 
coincided with my own, as to preference 
to be given in every point of view to the 

* Appendiv, H. 
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route through J^ypt. The neceffity for the 
execution of the plan originally fuggefted by 
Colonel Capper for eftablilhing a regular 
poll with India, will, it is prefumed, be evi- 
dent to thofe who consider the delay and in- 
fecurity which vv'ar creates in the conveyance 
of intelligence by fea, and the additional 
importance it frequently gives to the intelli- 
gence to be conveyed. And as war is, I fear, 
to be calculated among the too probable con- 
tingencies of empire, and even the period of 
the prefent awful conteft not to be forefeen, 
I truft I may be permitted to fuggeft, that 
during a ftate of hoftility with any of the 
maritime powers of Europe, the value of an 
expeditious and regular oommunication with 
India over land is con/iderably enhanced. 
Our fhips are retarded to wait for convoys, 
and to fiil in fleets; and they fail at laft 
'Vith a rifquc of falling into the enemy’s 
Jiands, and of thereby converting that intel- 
gence intended for our fafety into an inftru- 
nicnt for our deflruflion Nor will it efcape 

the 

J rom the brilliant luccefs of the Marquis Cornwallis 
Fippoo Siihaun ; his having refigned the govern- 
“tcjit of Crifiiii Iiiriiij in the beft pofiible ftatc of pro- 
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the moft c^relefs qbferver, that the political 
and commercial interefts of India are more 
intimately interwoven with tlie general prof- 
peri ty of the empire, and thpfe interefts 
better underftood, and more beneficially and 
ably conducted, than at any former period of 
the connection between thefe remote coun^ 
tfies. Soon after my return to India, and 
while the imprellion of the difficulties of the 
journey by BuftTora was recent, I drew up 
“ Some Confiderations on the propriety and 
“ practicability of fending Difpatches from 
“ India by the way of Suez, and from Indi^l 
“ to England, by the fame route,” which 
^ere prefented to Major General Aber- 

greffive improvement, in which ftate it Hill continues;— 
from the advantages gained in that quarter during the 
late conteft, we are left without a rival in the eaftern 
hemifphere, unlefs indeed, Buonaparte fliould be able to 
condudl an army to Itwiia ; a circumftance not to be 
-expedted, and from being attended with the utmoft diffi- 
culty and rifk, by no means to be ferioufly dreaded. The 
termination of thq depending war, favourable, it is 
hoped, to Great Britain, will afford many years of tran- 
quillity, to perfeft the work fo fuccefsfully and judici- 
oufly commenced. It is -not to be fuppofed, from the 
combination of fo many favourable circumftarices, but 
that every ufeful endeavour to promote prefent advantage, 
^nd future fecurity, will be minutely attended to. 
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tromby, then Governor of Bombay, accom- 
panied by an offer to make the attempt in 
one of the Company’s cruizers, and to trufl 
to the liberality of the Court of Diredlors for 
reimburfement, fhoiild the event juftify the 
expedlation I had formed. It is evident. 
General Abercromby thought the feheme 
pradticable and expedient, for he accepted 
thepropofal, and an armed velfel, belonging 
to the Company was detained on the coafl of 
Malabar, from November 1790, till Fe- 
bruary 1791, for the exprefs purpofe of con- 
veying me to Suez, with public difpatches. 
It happened unfortunately, however, that no 
event occurred in that interval of fufficient 
importance to require a particular difpatch j 
the idea was at that time given up, and I was 
under the neceffity of proceeding to England 
in the Worcefler Indiaman. I am happy to 
learn, that the government of Bombay have 
lately eflablilhed an over-land poll by the way 
of Buffora, and that it has fucceeded^ ; and, I 
trufl:, it is not affuming too much, to pre- 
fume, that the Memorial I had the honour 
to lay before that Government, in the year 
1790, has contributed to it. 

Of late years a cruizer has annually been 
^j^ppendix, I. 
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fent from Bombay to Suez with government 
difpatches, with orders to wait the return of 
others from England. The following ex- 
tradl of a letter from Bombay, dated the 6th 
of February, 1796, convinced, me of the 
determination on the part of Government, 
not only to uphold, but to extend the regular 
poll in India, and ultimately by the Defarts of 
Arabia to Great Britain. But the renewal of 
a channel of communication by Suez is much 
to be preferred, and becomes every day more 
important, in proportion as our dominions in 
the Eafl: are extended and improved, and the 
facility and expedition of which will be in- 
creafed, and become manifeft the oftener it 
is reforted to, and more efpecially, fhould it 
be fandlioned by Government and the Eaft- 
India Company. 

“ The doubtful and irregular communi- 
“ cation which has hitherto fubfifted between 
“ Bombay and the fubordinates, has long 
“ been a fubjedl of regret : this inconveni- 
“ ence, we are happy to learn, has attracted 
“ the attention of Government, and that ar- 
xangements have been formed to make the 
“ communication in which the public and 

“ private interefts are fo much concerned, at 
> once 



C 44 $ ) 

‘‘ once certain, and expeditious: by efial?- 
“ lifh ing a weekly intercourfe, as well' with 
the Malabar province, as with Surat. For 
“ this purpofe, packets will be difpatched 
“ every Saturday, after the firft of March, 
“ to Cavai, the northern boundary of the 

province; by this means faving a great 
“ deal of time, which velTels are frequently 
“ accuftomcd to lofe in beating off Mount 
“ Dilla ; on the other hand, the communi- 
‘‘ cation with Surat, we under-ftand, is to be 
•* more frequent than heretofore : by a crilizer 
“to be difpatched every quarter of the 
“ moon, a circuinftance that will remove 
“ thofe delays and dangers to which fleets 
“ have i'o often been expofed for want of 
“ convoy.” 

The dangers and the anxieties arifing from 
the want of fuch communication between 
Great Britain and her India fettlements, dur- 
ing the two lah wars, are frelh in the me- 
mory of many, and will not be eafily for- 
gotten, The want of early intelligence 
nearly occafioncd the lofs of our poffeflions 
on the coalt of Coromandel and Malabar ; 
and tliis lofs would have fhook the fecurity 
oi every foot of land we held in India, 


At 
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At the firft of thefe periods, the vigilance 
and active zeal of Mr. Haftings faved that 
country That gentleman, befides his 
other efforts in the public caufe, has the 
merit of being the firft Governor of Britifh 
India, that endeavoured to reap the advan- 
tages of a communication between England 
and that remote country by the way of Suez. 
Some time in the year 1774 he opened a ne- 
gociation with the Beys of Egypt, and ob- 
tained their confent to a free intercourfe, 
which in 1778 was of lingular benefit. The 
difpatches, ordering the reduiflion of Pondi- 
cherry, were forwarded by this route, and 
the fall of the principal French fettlements 
in India, before they were prepared, or had 
the leaft knowdedge of the war, gave a mor- 

* The acquittal of Mr. Haftings cannot fail of being 
received in this country, and over all Britifh India with 
the higheft fatisfadlion. While it cftablilhes the inno- 
cence of that gentlemen, it reflecls the higheft luftre on 
national juftice, and the fccurity we enjoy under the 
protedlion of a happy conftitution. The liberal vote of 
the Eaft-India Company to difcharge the law expences 
incurred by Mr, Haftings on his late trial, and a hand- 
fome penfion befides, teftily the high confideration they 
entertain of his eminent fervices, fo juftly eftimated by- 
Mr. Lufhington in his able fpcech on the occafion. 
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tal wound to the power of our great rival in 
that quarter ; an event which operated 
ftrongly in our favour, when we were foon 
after attacked by the combined powers of 
India j for by this unexpected blow, their 
ally was deprived of a ftrong depot of men, 
arms, and ammunition, placed in the centre 
of the feat of war, and in the vicinity of Fort 
St. George. 

This plan avowedly beneficial as a mea- 
liire of policy, was oppofed in this country, 
on commercial confiderations. The objeCt 
of Mr. Haftings, in this arrangement, was 
to promote at once the interefi: of policy and 
of commerce ; but becaufe the trade intended 
to be carried on by Suez, was deemed preju- 
dicial to the interefts of the Eaft India Com-" 
pany, the political advantages of the mea- 
fure were facrificed to the Company’s exclu- 
iivc trade. An aCl of Parliament was ob- 
tained, prohibiting Englifli fubjeCls from 
trading to that port after the ^th of July 1782. 
I’hus ended the intercourle between India, 
and Europe by the port of Suez. 

Had not Mr. Haftings’s fcheme been thus 
obfirucded, this communication, it is pro- 
bable, would have been now open, at leaft 

for 
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for the purpofe of conveying inteffigence ; 
but the oppofition of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany was flrengthened by the influence of 
our ambaflador at the Porte ; and the Beys of 
Egypt, finding all intercourfe difcouraged by 
both governments, had but little inducement 
to keep it up. 

The check fo decidedly given to a commu- 
nication by the way of Suez, contributes to 
render the judicious appointment of a Con- 
ful-General for Egypt abortive. I appre- 
hend that the original intention of this ap- 
pointment was not any trade overland, but a 
fpeedy conveyance of intelligence to and from 
India*. The centrical fituation of Cairo, 
and its vicinity to the European powers, 
would enable the Conful, were this route 
more frequented by us, to procure and expe- 
dite much important information to our Go- 
vernments in India ; and it is worthy of re- 

* Mr. Baldwin’s appointment as Agent to the Eail- 
India Company at Cairo, was made fome time about 
the year 1775 : and as far as I underftand, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of forwarding packets to and from Eng- 
land, by the way of Alexandria and Suez. Before this 
period we had but little or no connexion with the Beys 
of Egypt, excepting Mr, Haftings’s negociation, juft 
mentioned: 

VoL, I. 
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mark, that the communication by the Red 
Sea, has twice, in fifteen years, accelerated 
the reduilion of the French capital on the 
coaft of Coromandel While 


* In tlie war before laft, it was the intelligence con- 
veyed by this channel, as above obferved, that called 
forth the prompt and timely exertions of Mr. Hastings. 
In the lad war Mr. Baldwin, the prefent Conful-Ge- 
neral, without any in(lru<d:ions from Great Britain, 
with equal judgment and patriotic zeal, tranfmitted to 
India pofitive afi'iirances of the French Declaration of 
War. Mr. Eyles Irwin, late of the Madras eflablilh- 
ment, fays, “ Mr. Baldwin is the only Merchant of the 
“ Engliih nation at Cairo, and is Agent for the Com 
“ pany, for forw'arding their packets to and from India; 
“ and, confidered in itfelf, this is a point of no little 
“ importance to that political body. The advantage of 
“ quick intelligence is no fecret to a wife government. 

“ The pafiage home is indeed, as yet, precarious by the 
'• (litMcuIt navigation of the Gulf of Suez, but the paf- 
*• lage out is lure and expeditious. There is an inftance 
“ not two months age, (in the month of J*ily,j of 3 
Mr. Whithill's coming from London to Cairo in a 
“ Hicnth ; he was charged with the reftoration of Lord 
“ Pigot to the government of Fort St, George ; and it 
“ is luppofed, will get to that place in the fame period 
“ — a voyage which is feldom elfeaed by the Cape of 
Good Hope in double that time.” Irwin’s Voyage 
iin the Red Sea, vol. ii. pag, 8q. 

On the fame fubjecl it is obferved by Mr. Niebuhr,. 

• Ji.it the paifage has been found fo ftiort and conve* 

“ nient 
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While the Englifh nation deprived them- 
felves of the navigation of the Red Sea, the 
French continued, all the war with Hyder 
Ally, to forward intelligence by that route. 
To contrail; the advantage of this communi- 
cation to the French, with the difad vantages 
of the want of it in this nation, it is only ne- 
ceifary to be remembered, that the news of 
Colonel Baillie’s defeat was long known in 
France before it reached England ; and at 
laft, when it arrived, in the month of April, 
it was too late to fend fupplies by the ihips 
of the feafon *. 

The 

“ nient, that the Prefidency of Bombay now fend their 
“ couriers by the way of Suez to England. In this 
“ way they receive anfwers to their difpatches within 
the fame length of time w’hich was formerly con- 
“ fumed in the conveyance of their packets to Lon- 
“ don.” Vol. ii. pag. gSg. The reafons why this 
communication has not been better upheld might be 
thought irrelevant to the prefent purpofe, efpecially as 
government fecm inclined again to prefer it. 

* Colonel Capper’s Introduction to his Obfervations 
on the palfage to India, page xxii. It may be added, 
that the propriety of a difpatch early in the year from 
the Malabar by the way of Suez, mult appear evident, 
efpecially during a war. It would be attended with 
circumftances peculiarly hard, if the voyage was not per- 
formed much within the three months, and confequently 

G g 2 in 
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The Preliminary Articles of Peace with 
France and Spain, hgned in Europe the 20th 
of January 1783, did not interrupt the pro- 
o-refs of hoftilities in India till the end of 

O 

June, or the beginning of July following: 
And even then, the advices conveyed over 
land, were communicated by a private chan- 
nel to Lord M'Cartney, at that time Gover- 
nor of Madras *. His Lordfliip, in confe- 
quence of this communication, prevailed on 
Monfieur Buffy (who, it is faid, was pri- 
vately in poffeffion of the intelligence) to 
conl'cnt to a ccffation of arms till the arrival 
of official difpatches from Europe. Had the 
Preliminaries arrived fo foon as they might 
cafily have done, (for it is a fa( 5 t, that advices 
of this event were forwarded from London 
early in the year, both by the way of Bulfora 

in time for the failing of the latter Ihips of the feafon, 
and afford an opportunity of forwarding the neceilary 
fuppiies to India, without either delay, or putting the 
Company to a heavy expence in taking up extra ton- 
nage, when they would arrive in time for the enfuing 
campaign. 

* It is generally underftood, that the firft advices of this 
event were received by Mr. Benneld, a gentleman who 
was at confiderable trouble and expence in obtaining the 
earlieft overland intelligence on the coaft of Coromandel. 

and 
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and the Cape of Good Hope) it would have 
prevented the fatal confequences of two 
adtions at land, and an engagement at fea, in 
which eighty officers fell and upwards of 
2,000 men*. Had not chance advices hap- 
pily anticipated the dilatory intelligence by 
fea at this interefting period, a formidable 
attack on our lines before Cuddalore would 
have taken place, where the enemy’s garrifon 
was to have been reinforced by a ftrong de- 
tachment from Suffrein’s fleet -f-. It is al- 
lowed by every perfon converfant with India 
affairs at the time, that our army, then in the 
Carnatic, was too weak to repel fuch an at 
tack ; and that by its defeat, the country would 
have been laid entirely open to the invading 

* In the adlions of the 13th and 23th June 1783 
upwards of two thoufand men were loft, befides thofc 
killed in the engagement by fea nearly at the fame period. 
Official advices did not arrive at Madras till July, whereas, 
at the feafon of the year when the Preliminary Articles 
W'ere figned, viz. the 20th of January, had notice of this 
important event been forwarded to our Governments 
abroad by the way of Suez, Lord M‘Cartney would to 
a certainty have been in the poffeilion of the difpatches 
about the end of March, or very early in April fol- 
lowing. 

t Colonel Capper’s Preface, page vL 


enemy. 
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enemy. Another ftriking inftance the 
want of intelligence, occurs in our lafl: war 
with Spain, which was not known in India, 
rill nearly eleven months after it broke out in 
Europe*. 

The want of intelligence from Bombay, 
during the late war with Tippoo Saib, is too 
recent, and too deeply impreffed on our 
minds, to require much elucidation. The 
fludluation of Hock will fumifh ah incon*- 
teHable proof of that difadvantage. The 
fcarcity of official information from India, 
afforded many opportunities to fpeculators to 
agitate the funds, and even the fidlions of 
party were fucceffively pradtifed, to the in- 
jury of general credit and national character. 
I may venture to affirm, that not one public 
difpatch was received by the way of Suez, 
during the whole war ■f'. The Court of 

* Colonel Caper’s Preface, page vi. 

t Bcfides the advantages already enumerated in regard 
to ipcedy intelligence, that of its affording an opportu- 
nity cf app!) ii:g preventative meafures in a political 
point of view, becomes highly interefling to a country 
poiTeiled of dhlant dependencies. — Preventative meafures 
are much more efficacious and falutary, than any attempt 
vf remove an e v.l where an impreilion has been made. 

Diredtors, 
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Diredlors, it is true, have occafionally made 
ufe of this chatinel to convey their dif- 
patches to India, and with what effedt, has 
been afcertained, in no inftance more confpi- 
cuoufly than Mr. Whithill’s route by Suez to 
Madras, when in charge of the Company’s 
orders to reftore Lord Pigot ; which journey 
r he accomplifhed in fifty-nine days from 
London to Fort St. George ! Yet with fuch 
experience of the celerity of this channel of 
conveyance by Suez * : it is feldom made ufe 
of to tranfmit intelligence from India to 
Europe -f- 

* Mr. Whithill arrived at Caiio from London vviihin 
the month : and it appears from the report of the African 
Airociation lately publilhed, that Mr. Ledyard, a 
gentleman employed by them, left London the 
30th of June 1788, and after a journey of thirty-fix 
days, feven of which were confumed at Paris, and two 
at Marfeilles, he arrived at Alexandria — from Alex- 
andria to Cairo by the mouth of the Nile, he was 
four days, which makes in all thirty-one days from 
London to Cairo ; and this in the ufuai mode of travel- 
ling, without any particular view to expedition. 

t Gibbon, vol. I. chapter ii. informs us of the great 
attention paid by the Romans to the advantage of receiving 
the earliefl intelligence, and of conveying their orders 
with celerity through all their extenfive dominions, by 

the 



the meatis of regular polls ; and Dr. Robertfon In his 
Hiftory of America, Book v. page i6, acquaints us of 
a fa£l but little underftood, that the Mexican Emperors 
had introduced a refinement in policy unknown at that 
time in Europe. — They had couriers polled at proper 
Rations along the principal roads ; and thefe were trained 
to agility by a regular education, and relieved one ano- 
ther at moderate diftances : they conveyed intelligence 
with amazing rapidity, and obtained early information 
of every occurrence in all the corners of the Emplre- 
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